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‘“CHANTING AS THEY SLOWLY WOUND THEIR WAY ALONG THE QUAY.”

ended the procession went forth
from the cathedral; first in order
marched the beadle, mace in hand;
after him a priest, bearing aloft a
crucifix, and on each side of the
priest the two little altar boys in
their purple robes and white lace
surplices, carrying tall candles;
after these, walking two by two in
two long columns, came the rest of
the procession, beginning with the
children from the schools, the boys
kept in file by monks; after them
the girls, beside whom walked the
nuns, who looked very beautiful,
habited in blue gowns, with black
about the head and shoulders, a
white band about the brow, and a
silver cross gleaming on each
breast; next came the young girls
from the orphan asylum, whom we
judged were from eight to sixteen
vears of age. They were clad in
the uniform of the asylum, namely,
grey alpaca dresses, and the hair
drawn close to the head in nets; this
sombre dress, however, was trans-

formed for the occasion by the long
white veils which enveloped each
one from head to foot.

After these came the maidens
arrayed in pure white, from their
long tulle veils, fastened to their
hair with white flowers, to their
dainty white kid slippers; these
were elected to carry the image of
the Virgin Mary; two by two they
walked in two long columns, and
between these columns there was a
groun of eight young girls bearing
the image, while four more held the
golden ropes attached to the burden.
After a few paces these were
relieved by others from the ranks,
and these in turn by others, until
cach of these white-robed ones had
borne the weight upon her
shoulders: next in order came the
choir boys in the scarlet cassocks
and white surplices, who, with the
monks and officiating dignitaries,
were chanting as they <lowly
wound their way along the quay
and up through the narrow streets.



