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QAK OF TUL FOREST;
R, ROME TASHAGLES IN TUE UHISTORY OF A ROLXND
TABLE,

It "z common, 1 belivve, for the nute Lingra-
her, in commencicg his wmemair, to relate the
ireumstapces of his bitth und parentage; und ot
‘ould, perhaps, be proper for mne to dothe same
~* a8 the language of my species 13 uot, and
-nnot be nde sasily mteiligililoto the reader,
way just eay, that all wlhieh I remember to

e heard of my early hi-tary, isthe following
secdote related to me by my vennrable parent
amely, that ena avtumnal evemng, some
ears aftor the unon of the ved rose and the
bits, when the kung had been huuting i our
-rest, ane otthe yenman of the guard, separat-
d from s cmpray winlg pucsuing 8 weary
ag, dashed hastily auder the bovgls of my pa-
cot stock, and shook thence a shower of
-orns.— [ who was ane of them, fellinto the spot
rezged by hus horge’s hoof, & nounished by rains
nd déws,sprung up first in the two delicate seed-
-aves of my genus; then became a sparkimg,
nd iu the course of half a century, utlast spread
y wide beanches aver tha beacuful pasture
tounds of an open part of tho forest of {lants

The forest of Hants consisted at thut time of
ertain woody grounds and fruitfcl pastures pri
ileged for wid fowls of forast, chuse, and
arren; and was kept for the princely dehight of
e king. The hart, the lind the buck, aud the
oe, there had ample range and covest unds.
thed. ‘T'he bour and the wulf, as well as the
mid hair and cunnmg fux, were also seen with-
_its dingles, and often of'a dewy mormng the
untsman’s liern used to wake the echocs of its
ells and caves, and gallant knights and noble
-tds sought their pasuimen 1ts shades.  There
Iso the humble peasant spent his happier hfein
-uest lahor, & unmurmuring toil, and these the
ogdman led his little ones abroad at carly cawy
ad saw lus forest boys return at night to cheer
" cldy-built cottage with the blaz2 of the gath-
.ed faggots bundied on their backs.

The ash, the elm, the maple, and the beech,

but chief the oak of every age and size threw
thesr umbrageous shudow s and koarled branches
aver the thickets and coy «ewond with which the
gpot abvunded.  For i e than a century did
oxist inthis green retrew, and many it princely
group have § seen pass brough ats covert by
duy; and many a bandit - .ulk bencath its shedes
by wght. But every thu. g thut ives and grows.
also tades and dies; and . any anoble tree had
been borne off from the rest belure it became
iy lot also to receive the woodman’s stroke, to
wither, to fall, and to dee

N acaner were my lealy honours Iaid in the
dust, than stripped  of my outward cout, I was
dragged to the neighbcuring hamlet, where
thase who had often restr d under my shadow,
ot whom I had sheltered .rom the blast, relent
lessly hacked and hewe. my disjounted bimbs,
and saved my body asuuder. But not to dwell
on this exciuciating proe s, suffice 1t to say,
that in course of time I was transplunted to o
great city, where beimng smoothed and pohished
vy my intercourse witl: its inhabitants, I was
once more set upon My - et, and there I wonld
have lieen conteut to dwe !, seetng so muny of my
tallen compatriots i the sume sad circuinstances
But alas! 1 was cruelly scparated {rom tins last
source of comfort in mv broken fortunes, aud
severed from their compury, was sent down into
vne of the western countt s, where, afier a somne.
what wedioug and jolting 3 uincey, § was agam put
vpon my legs, and foans myself in the ample
hiall a baronial castle, ammg antlers of the deer
and tusks ot the wild boar and portraits of armed
men, who frowned upon 1ae {rom the wall, And
here, though I often heard the sound of the horn
blow for the chase, and the wardnote from the
tower, | gever expernicnce d any more the fructifv
g wilucnce of 1o, ot di ws, or sunny skies, but
nesther did I sulfer the seaking of the tempest,
nor the pelting of the pitule s3 storm, and therefote
1 feit content  Stationary, solitary, and unvisited,
{ remamed wonth after month, and altagether
unnoticed,save when the house mad occasionally
smauthed my russet {ace with ail, oc polished
my sturdy himbs with the strength of her unwea-
ried arms.

It was in the year 1555, at that seasan when
clouds and driving storms make men forsake the
waodlands, #nd lunge about the hearth, that one
day 1 was overspread with a piece of damask,
a3 white us the snow whicis covered all the Jawn,
When the ample clumuey 1 the hall was piled
with loga of wood, and u nole of preparation
sounded through the castle, of some extraordi
nary event abaut to be developed.  la addiion
to my mantle of white, 1 found myself ohliged to
sustain the weight of inany a tnassy goblet and
wassail bowl; and asit dsew towards dusk, the
antiquo lamp which had depended so long over
my head, was ighted up with lambent flames, and
prasently the steward of the household entered,
bearing a boar’s under a silver cover,»whch be-
ing placed upon my ample surface, was followed
by sirlvins of beef, gammons of bacon and pasties

‘ere spread their army, and waved their boughs; loi‘ the doe; besides flagons of wine, and every

thing that tends to mahe gond cheer, and warm
a winter’s day.

No sooner had this ceremony taken place,
than mv young masier, that day of age, led in
g widowed mather to the hull, and placing her
in the seat of honons, thay were followed by
gentles and ludies fair who cach took a scat by
my ade.  Qu this oceasion many, 7 cup was
drunk to the health and prospenity of the youpg
baron; and the hiluerty and cheertulness of l:to
company continued unabated Uil towards the
end of the banguet, when a sharp blast from
tha harp of the warder announced tho arrival of
a stranger, but whether » guest, a courier, or an
enemy, could not at fcest be ascertained. A so-
lemn silence took place around me, during which
the drawbridge was heard to ereak up its chains,
the portcnils was raised up, and a gentlemon urg-
ed lus jaded steed into the courtyard, and quick-
ly dismounting, presented lumsel 1o hasto as he
arrived, i the blaze of the lights, and sparkling
billets which slluminated the hall,

# Sie Edwmund! Sir Ewmund,” sald my young
master, “ why so late, and vet so speedy? We
looked fur you al noon, and now 'tis almost
mght.” .

Late, vet early for what I haye scen and sal-
fered tlus day,” replied the stranger, * but
that,” said he, ¢ were fong and sad to tell.”

As Sir Edmund snid this,)my master desired he
mght fiest feceive refreshments aiter his jour-
ney, and then reply to the inquiries which Were
auxiously addressed to nm.  When this was

,dune, und the stranger found himself revived, e

spuke as follows:

« My Loid,” said he, ** it was my intention
to have been with you betimes this day, and to
have haded you with a kinsman’s kind regards.
But stopping to bait my steed, at Gloucester, [
loand myself entangled in a crowd, and witness

to a rcene W was umpossible to escupe.  You all
know the state of the times too well to make it
necessary for me to tell you, however carefully
concealed, what was transacted there this day.
Our haly bishop has won the crown ef maityrs,
dom, and could ! dolessthan stay to see lum
put it on!?

Here there was a deed groan fram all around
me; and I thought within myself, what foolish
thoughts will not an oak of tho forvat think ?
Same ane has been struck dowa with an axe this
duy, or sawn asunder, or flayed ahve, or burned
m the fire!  And in some respects my conjec-
tures were not far distant from the truth.

¢« Ab! Gloucester! exclainied every one pre-
sent, ** Ah! Gloucester ! Has he then ganee
his crown! Blessed man! How plorious! But
yet in his persecutors how ceuel 7

AR smd the aged chaplain, who was seat-
ed next my Lord, 1 wist not he was to be so
soon in glory. Many a time have I secn him
in his common hall, where was 2 table spread
for all his poor, and many a blessing has heen
poured upon his hend, as he fed the hunary, and
to the weary pigrim pointed the path to heaven,
But lct us hear it all.?




