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branches, operative, mecehanical and surgical, since tic time of IIunter,
or even Iarris; look at the advanceient in the diagnosis and treat ment
of . :tain discases of the teceth once deenmed ineurable ; tie progress in
difficult operations on the teetli ; the application of delicate and compli-
cated ayparatus for cleft palate, fractures of the jaws, &c., which once
was hardly witln the spiere of the dentist at -ll. Look, too, at thie
catalogues of our manufhuiturs ; tie improveients made in instruments;

and were it possible to re-unscitate the early dentists andt: lead thlem
thirough the dental depots, wouil tlhcy not bave good cause to regret tiat
they had beeun borri so soom, or prgress hud conunoneso late.

Not only bave invaluable discoveris been made by iembers of our

jprofessioa in the natural 1:îys which govern the various phenomnena of
absorption and repreduction, the pIysiology iand )athology of the teeth
and their adjacent struetares ; but enougi bas ben done in tle oIerIative

and surgical within tle last twenty years to distinguishi dentistry as a
scientific profession, needing for its faitlhful practice a high degree of

nedical and iechanical tact and kniowlede.
WTe have hardly yet begun to realize the personal, professional and

public advantages accruing fron thie inproved state of affairs in thie
Canadian profession. Personally, every dentist wlo chooses to respect
himîself, holds a position in society as a professional umn,-a position lie
could not legally claim and which was not gencrally recognized before
the passage of our Act of Incorporation. Tlie privileges granted to
physicians with respect to their accounts have been extended to us, wlile
before the passage of thie Act, we had to swear to our work and cost of
iaterial, like a masoni or plumber. Befbre thie passage of the Act we

had no protection fron thie raids of noiadie empyrics t -æday they are
completely shut out. We bave ah-o this organization, and otler educa-
tional advantages, which reflect credit on the profes>ion, and benefit cvery
individual who chooses to avail hinmself of their iniducements. Dientistry
is no longer regarded as a trade, and edneation is no more confined to
the laboratory. Tlie character of the profession is raised by the better
education of students, the existence of an examining board, and a
license to spur ambition and stiinu 'ate study. By compelling our mem-
bers not to take students for less than thuree ycars, the manufacture of
dentists in as many months bas been stopped, and the education in
the office is more thorough.

The influence of these societies is also irresistible, centralizing profes-
sional experience and action, dissipating errors of practice, blending
sympathies, and stimnulating to ejrnest study, to observation and expe-
riment. Pre-eminent above iost direct influences is that of association,


