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Every reader las feit the need of

somne such book as Lhis-one whicli
brings the fscts of comparatively re-
cent history under view, in one
compendious -volume, sud wvith lucid
and accurate statement of its main
facts. It is more easy to find a
popular account of the campaign of
Hannibal in Northiern Italy-every
school history coutaîns it-than to
procure a brief and authentic record
of the caipsign of Kapoleon III. in
the saine region. This valuable
work covers the transition stage in
the history of Europe betwcen the
special correspondente newspaper
reports, and philosophical wvorks like
Napier's "?eninsu]ar *War,» or
Kinglake's exhaustive sud exhaust-
ing " Invasion of the Crimea. "

If any dreary pessimist see in the
great convulsions which have shaken
Europe in -the st forby years only
chaotic tumuits, we commend himi
to the study of this volume. As
Professor Fiske iu hie admirable
introduction pointa out, great politi-
cal, scientific, economie and indus-
trial progress Las been madle.
Thoughi there renisin dificuit prob-
lems to be solved, yet from the ele-
meute of the curve of progrese, we
may forecast its tremiendous sweep
in thé future. Iu ludis, in Japau,
lu Australia, iu Africa, lu South
America, auguries of brightest prom-
ise appear ; sud ii) Europe sucli a
ttreconstructime as one could hardly
have dared to hiope for in thie days
of Haynau and R~adetzky. " Des-
potiea lias receivedl its deatb blow.

The marclh of the people je heard.
A united Italy sud united Germany
are prophecies of tlîe integration of
the nations, of the fedieration of the
%vorld. Even Austria, the strong-
hold of absolutisni, is beconiing en-
lighitened aud free, aud the down-
trodden Czechis sud Magyars, the
Bucarians, Servians, and Herze-

govinlans, have felt tho stirrig of
a national life. God fulfils Hief
in many îvays,' aud the grandeet
object lesson of modern times, of
divine judgment agrainet wrong sud
rapine is seen iu the utter and ig-
nouiulous collapse of that gilded
house of carde, the Second Empire,
following so liard upon the bursting
bubble of the first Napo]eon's guilty
ambition.

The unspeakable Turk stiil lags
superfluous on the stage. But
Greece is living Greece once more.;
the northern extension of the moni-
buud Turkîsh empire hais been

odeflycurtailed, and the "'Sick
Man " with bag aud baggage wilI

S. n 9tly, it je to be hoped, be sent
packiing over the Bosphorus.

Mr. Murdock firet sketches the
position of Europe in 1850, aud thon
gives an account of the coup cl' etat
by which, Napoleon became dictator,
and of the revival of the Estern
question, sud of the Crimean war
which eustied. Thon follows a
graphie sketch of the rise of Sar-
dinia, aud of the -wis6 .9tatesmanehip
of Cavour, which led to the integra-
tion of Italy. The stîrring story of
.Nazpoleoni's camp.iigus, of Garibaldi's
kuight-erranfty, sud. of the final
unification of the peuinsula froni

£tasfines to Alpine suows, are
blended wvitlî contemnporary history
-the advent of the Iron Chancellor,
Bismarck, the niso of Prussia, thé
humbling of Austnia at Kôniggratz,
aud the far-reaching resuIte of the
Seven Week's War.

A few vividl cliapters are given ýto,
the ]sst days of thd(Second Empire.
lu ewift succession follow the epoch-


