
;
X

i
:

m -

VICTORIA TIMES, FRTOAY. JANUARY 20, 1908. 5
home-made bread was taxed on Ç and the value collected 

on from B and A.
Chairman Carter-Cotton thought that 

the same applied to taxing income, ae 
taxes were collected off the income of the 
employees.

Mr. Alexander showed that this was 
not true, as the salaries were deducted 
before the tax was paid! on income so 
that there was no double taxing.

Mr. Buntzen then placed a proposition 
before Mr. Alexander. He said that the 
personal property tax amounted to about 
$200,000; the income tax about $85,000, 
of which the general public paid about 
$45,000. To wipe out the personal pro
perty tax would require the raising of 
$245,000 from the general public, which 
meant increasing it by five or six times. 
Mr. Buntzen wanted to know if he 
thought that the public would be satis
fied to pay a high rate on income tax
ation.

Mr. Alexander did not think that the 
public would be satisfied, but he thought 
it was the fair way to do it

Mr. Buntzen, coming to the increased 
rate up to perhaps 7 per cent, as in Eng
land, wanted to know if this would not 
press unfairly on the single man and the 
man with a large family, and the income 
tax become as" unfair as any other sys
tem of taxation.

Mr. Alexander urged that there was a 
feeling that very inaccurate returns were 
made in connection with the assessment, 
and that, therefore, the taxes pressed 
unequally. It was suggested that a bet
ter system of getting accurate returns 
should exist. In the state of Washing
ton a board of equilization, which was 
a local body, went into the returns after 
they were prepared by the assessor, and 
from, its knowledge adjusted the 

■ment. He wanted to know if the assess
ment returns were available for inspec
tion by any one wishing to see them. In 
Ontario it was provided' that these rolls 
were open for inspection, and the person 
might make any complaint in the matter.

Hon. R. G. Tatlow showed that 
.tioo. 88. .provided that the assessment 
rolls were open for inspection. The re
turns were not opep, but simply the 
rolls prepared from these.

Mr. Alexander said that an impression." 
also prevailed that there were persons 
who did-not pay their taxes, and the re
mainder were, therefore, obliged to _ 
higher for this. He never heard of 
forced collection of delimqueat taxes on 
persona} property. He would like to 
have it provided that at a certain date 
action should be taken.

Hon .R> G. Tatlow said that there 
year previous to this when 

there was as little in unpaid taxes as at 
present. He had given' instructions to 
enforce the payment. One instance of 
the enforced collection was that of seiz
ing the Le Hoi mine for taxes held to be 
due.

district, was asked by Mr. Ker if there that he was driven to it by the action of 
were any items in form 9 referring to the minister. /The lettef stated that he 
annual income. Mr. Fagan said that he (Hon. R.'G. Tatlow) could explain some 
would curtail them. The merchants 1 of the points raised in this connection 
should be asked to state to whet date his better in a few minutes1 conversation 
balance sheet was made up. The amount ' that in a letter. By the $500 exemption 
of insurance should also he put in, which ' and the 40 per cent., discount bn the 
would give the assessor a good idea of i amount of the taxes1, the settler was 
the value. | placed in the same position as under the

The commission then adjourned until i old act. Thug a settler with am assessed 
2.30 this afternoon. value of $1,500 would be given a $500

exemption, leaving $1,000 to be taxed: 
The taxes, deducting the 40 per cent, 
allowed to actual firmers, would amount 
to only $6. The discount was intended 
to apply to actual «farmers cultivating 
their own ground. Person» living im 
town and drawing ga|d salaries inde
pendent of these farms were not sup
posed to get this discount. There had 
been some trouble in making assessors 
understand these provisions Of the act, 
but publicity had been given to it in the 
papers, and he thought that* any mis
takes would be righted by the assessors 
before the rolls were completed. While 
the act was not perfect in all ways, yet 
it made an honest effort to aid the poor 
farmer.

After reading this, Col. Falk Warren1 
said he would read from another letter 
sefit opt by the authority of Hon. Mr. 
Tatlow to the assessors. This letter said: 
“Do not enter into assessment column 
the 40 per cent, allowed to farmers, but 
in each case the 10 per cent, discount.”

With this Ool. Falk Warren prepared to 
leave the room, saying: “Who makes the 
dirty insinuation tfow?” He added: “I 
will not say anything further after a 
minister saying I am guilty of a dirty 
action.”

He thereupon left the room.
Mr. McKilligan' was asked to explain 

the apparent discrepancies referred to by 
the Colonel.

The surveyor of taxes saw that 
circulars were sent out by him to the 
assessors. The original bill did not pro
vide for this 40 per cent, discount. Just 
before its third reading this clause wee 
put in the act. The schedules forming 
part of the act had not been changed in 
conformity with this amendment, and no 
column existed1 for entering the 40 per 
cent, discount. There was one for the 
ordinary 10 per cent, discount. He has 
found assessors were confused on the 
subject, and had sent out the circular 
telling them not to enter the 40 per cent, 
discount to farmers in the 10 per cent 
column.

'An actual farmer was defined in a 
circlar letter as a man occuping not less 
than 10 acres of lend, who actually 
lived; upon it.

Instructions had been issued ini a 
circular concerning the $500 exemption 
also. Homesteads under the Dominion 
act and the pre-emptions nnder the 
provincial act were given this exemption. 
It was provided by the instructions sent 
out that value given was to show it with, 
the $500 exemption deducted. Other
wise a settler might have this $500 ex
emption taken off repeatedly, there being 
no columns for entering the exemption.

When a man had a crown grant he 
had not the privilege of the $500 exemp
tion. That only applied to homesteads 
and pre-emptions.

The assessor alone fixed! the amount 
of the assessment. The government im, 
no instance dictated to any assessor in 
the matter.

Mr. Ker wapted to know if these 
assessments were examined' by the sur
veyor of taxes with the object of making 
the assessment uniform.

Mr. McKilligan said that he had in 
some instances communicated with the 
assessors with this object in view.

Incidentally Mr. Ker expressed the 
opinion that he could not see why mem
bers of the commission who were not 
members of the government were not 
made cognizant of the suggestions of the 
assessor of taxes end other officials.

Mr. McKilligan said he would pre
sent a report to the commission on this 
very line. This was done at the sugges
tion' of the minister. He-could say that 
the various points raised1 before the com
mission were as “old as the hills,” end 
had been gone into by commissions time 
and1 time again. »

Beaumont Boggs appeared before the 
commission later. He said he represented 
small holders in the Saanich district. He 
referred fo the way in which smell hold
ers were improving the country. In tills 
connection he showed a map of Hudson 
Bay land which had been subdivided, 
and. on which were 13 or 15 small farm
ers. Adjoining these were larger tracts 
held unimproved to the detriment of the 
country. There were constant demands 
for small holdings by persons from the 
Northwest Territory and Manitoba. 
Land could not be got for them. He 
thought that in assessing improved lands 
there should only be double acreage 
allowed to the lands actually cleared and 
cultivated,' and on the rest of the unim
proved land» the wild land tax should be 
collected.,

The subject of holding unimproved 
lands on the Saanich peninsula at purely 
speculative prices was freely discussed 
with Mr. Boggs.

This completed the work of the 
mission with the exception of the prepar
ing of a report unless some others mani
fest a desire .to appear before it.

The commission' will meet" privately 
this morning to take the preliminary 
steps towards preparing its report.

| and the entire alx offenders were caught. 
Of these live were convicted andi one dis
charged.

I might mention the 
breaking which occurred! during the night 
of May 14th, when Lancaster’s clothing 
store on Johnson, street was burglariously 
entered and over $200 worth of clothing 
stolen. Three men were promptly arrested 
by the sergeant and constable on the beat, 
with the good» In possession, within a few 
m'nutes of the time the robbery was per
petrated. They were each sentenced to two 
years and six months In the penitentiary.

A considerable quantity of stolen goods 
was recovered at the residence of Emil 
Kunse.
stolen from the Albion Iron Works. Kunse 
evidently anticipated- our intentions an* 
dlecamped to the other side.

A quantity of stolen plate was found hid
den in a bueh at the west end of the city, 
and was Identified as being part of the 
plunder taken from a residence In the east 
end some three years before, and doubtless 
stolen by a man- who is .serving a long 
sentence for other crimes.

We have also acted' on behalf of the 
police of other cities In thé matter of 
criminals wanted, missing persons, etc.

1 would again call your attention to the 
urgent necessity for more room In this de
partment, as we are at present very much 
cramped. The additional room required 
could be easily ob.ainedi by removing the 
wall at the end of the office and fitting up 
the cell behind for our use.

The criminal photograph album asked for 
In my last year’s report was duly received, 
and Is a valuable acquisition to this office.

I would further suggest that steps be 
taken to have what Is known as the “finger 
print system” (which was so ably demon
strated at the St. Louis exposition by Mr. 
J. K. Ferrler, the finger print expert from 
the criminal Investigation department of 
New Scotland Yard, London, Eng.) adopted 
In connection with this department, it be
ing considered the most up-to-date method 
for the identification of criminals, and is 
be'ng accepted by all the most noted police 
systems of the world and, gradually super
seding the Bertillon system of measure
ments, the former being the more simple, 
reliable, and by far the least expensive, and 
could be Installed! at very little cost.

In conc'uslon, I might state that the fol
lowing returns are the lowest on record: 
Reported lost or stolen, $5,277; stolen, 
$2,952; lost, $2,325; recovered, $3,218.

The above figures are approximate and 
do not Include bicycles, chickens, boats and 
such like.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

THOS. PALMER,
Detective Sergeant.

Patrol Wagon Record, 1904.
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ANNUAL MEETING
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Of Tourist Association Will Be Held at 
the City Halt on Thursday 

Evening.

On Thursday evening the annual meet
ing of the Victoria Tourist Association 
will be held at the city hall. His Wor
ship Mayor Barnard will occupy the 
chair, and the proceedings promise to he 
of exceptional interest. An. exhaustive 
report, compiled by members of the execu
tive committee and dealing with the past 
year’s work and its results, will be read 
by Secretary Cnthbert. It will be illus
trated by a splendid collection of lantern 
views. Following tpis-will be addressee 
by prominent members and others, after 
which miscellaneous .business is to 
up for consideration. Everyone interest- 

cordial invitation, 
ladies particularly being made heartily 
welcome.

In this connection mention might be 
made of another splendid advertisement 
received ,by Victoria through the enter
prise of this association. The January 
issue of the National Monthly of Can
ada- contains a seven-page article on 
“Victoria, the Queen City of the Coast,” 
by J. Macdonald Oxley. It is illustrated 
by 19 splendid views of this city. They 
include pictures of Government street, 
the post office, Metropolitan Methodist 
church, bluejackets parading ap Esqui- 
malt road, Albert Head, a ‘local ship
yard, the Gorge bridge, the Sayward 
sawmill, the Princess Victoria, Victoria 
strawberries on the vine, Victoria straw
berries ready for the market, a bird's 
eye view of Victoria from the parlia
ment buildings, the sealing fleet in Vic- ' 
toria harbor, the parliament buildings, 
Esquimalt harbor, showing sailors’ 
ation grounds, and Beacon Hill- park. A 
number of these are full page pictures.

The article itself is comparatively 
brief, but gives.an able summary of the 
attractions Victoria offers both the busi
ness man and the tourist. In part Mr. 
Oxley says:

“Besides the nautral beauty of her 
situation Victoria is fortunate in having 
close at hand attractive pleasure resorts 
which delight both residents and visitors. 
Beacon Hill park to the south of the 
city, with salt waves washing its eastern 
boundary, is uniquely picturesque; then 
the Gorge, an inlet of the sea, suggest
ing a Norwegian fjord, invites canoes and 
skiffs to float upon its placid bosom; be
hind the city and easily accessible by 
electric roads lies Oak Bay, a superb 
expanse of water affording" abundant 

for sailing, while northward a-mile 
or two is Esquimalt harbor."

Referring to the commerce of the city, 
he continues: “Turning now to the com
mercial aspect of the city there are 
manifest abundant tokens of wealth and 
progress. Victoria is a port of call for 
all trans-Pacific steamship lines to the 
Orient and to Australia, and in addition 
has direct communication with the cities 
of the Sound, Seattle, Tacoma and San 
Francisco to the south and all ports 
as far as north as Alaska.”
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(From "Wednesday’s Daily.)
The assessment commission has in all 

probability completed the taking of evi
dence. Yesterday afternoon concluded it. 
The commission will, however, leave the 
way open for -others to appear, before it 
if they wish, and for this reason the 
members are open to be called together 
again if within a week any witnesses 
give notice that they wish to 
Those wishing to give their views should 
communicate their desire to Carter-Cot
ton, the chairman, within a week.

The question was raised by Commis
sioners Buntzen and' Ker as to whether 
the commission should hear anything 
further on the 2 per cent, mineral tax if 
any offer to appear. The chairman 
thought that while this was not a sub
ject upon which the commission could 
report, he thought that the views of 
mining men on the subject might well 
be taken and presented to the legislature, 
as it would be of value to the members. 
This was agreed to by the other 
hers.

Yesterday afternoon Colonel Falk 
Warren, of Vancouver, continued his 
statements before the commission. Un
fortunately the hearing 
abrupt termination, and Col. Falk War
ren#- after a verbal passage at arms be
tween himself and" Hon. R. G. Tatlow, 
withdrew from the room. Col. Falk 
Warren by examples showed that the 
small -farmers whom he represented! 
were taxed most unfairly in comparison 
with the large owners of choice lands 
about Kamloops and: Vernon! He also 
showed that the redress supposed to have 
been given in the assessment Act of last 
year by an exemption of $500 on the 
assessment did network out so perfectly 
,in practice, and that some of those whom 
he represented were not able to get this 
$500 exemption through-the imperfection" 

pay of the act. He also showed! by a letter 
a written by Hon. R. G. Tatlow that the 

latter had apparently" misunderstood the 
working of the act in this respect.

Col. Falk Warren, continuing yesterday 
afternoon, said there was no definite sys
tem of assessing land in the province. 
He represented! small owners of land be
tween Kamloops and Vernon. Both 
places were situated on the railway. At 
Kamloops land was of a very high value. 
In Kamloops there was an owner who 
had 1,100 acres assessed at $3,800. His 
land was Assessed therefore at $3.48 an 

Mr. McKilligan said -that assessors acres. Another owner had 2,500 acres, 
were instructed to restrain when taxes valued at $9,800, or $3.89 an 
became delinquent. It Would -not be Others were given of 1,181 acres, valued 
wise to fix one' date for restraining, as at $8,500, or $7.20 an acre; 4,00 acres, 
there would he a wholesale action in this valued at $32,000, or $8 an acre; nearly 
line, and many merchants’ stocks would 1,000 valued at $9,000, or $8.46 an acre, 
be seized. _ and 3,200 acres at $30.000, or $9.37 an

Henry S. Stone, of Gault Bros., a acre- These were nearly all agricultural 
■member of the deputation, next ad- lan,ls' an<3 were very valuable, 
dressed the commission. He alluded to At Vernon-he referred to properties as 
the fact that apparently the personal pro- follows: 4,140 acres, valued at $27,000, 
perty tax had been collected' m its or $0 50 an acre; 5,600 acres, valued at 
severity from the few, while the major- $42-500, or $7.45 an acre; 8,700 acres, 
ity got off lightly. The total faxes col- v£ftlled at $80,460, of $9.33 an. acre, and 
lecteà showed that the atgsessment for 16,G00 acres, valued at $131,600, or $9.65 
personal property was only $18,000,000. an aere- These men he did- not eon tend 
If proper returns were made by all, this, ” ere PaY‘nS too little in taxes. But if 
he believed, would be doubled. There these values were proper ones what were 
were 620 stores in the province sand 11 the T?lue® of thesma11 farms unim- 
wholesale houses. Taking the average proTed" These farmers whom he repre
values of these at $7,000 each tor the sent,ed, ^'er® an. industrious class, who 
former and $76,000 for the latter, the ?ftrk,ed ftrd t0 improve their farms. He 
total would be $5.000,000 valuation. In ?ad lived among them and knew actual- 
cannection with his own firm, which ex- y w^at they were. The first assessor he 
pended $30,000 in the province, the aay m the country had sa.d that he was 
severity of the taxation made it Very ®”*onzed aL land *5 an acr=:
questionable whether it should not with- t 8mal
draw it’s houses here and- depend of ts ! 18 great
upon travellers doing the business. He °f, perhapsft8 a" acra" To asseg|
cImUe<Vto thTOT °f taXiZ ?TUerS Wfc° clearing! TheW remainder bring8 useless

Grttog MeeoTri^s he oprZd^ax- eVm f°r paStara^’ at *8 aa ac~’ ™
. me own views fie opposed tax an outr£-ge. The assessor had not visit-
,ng book debts. The merchant derived ed these lands for years, yet on the sup- 
noadvautage from ***** d^b*8’ Position apparently that they should

d ** 38Xed" He favored the have certain improvements now, he had
collection of taxation on the amount of raised them from ^ ?800 assessmént to 
the turnover. The merchant in many ^ qqq
instances had to carry a large stock on He had written to the minister on the 
account of his distance from the manu- object, and had received a reply from 
factorings centres. The merchant derived fion. R. G. tatlow', which seemed to 
no advantage from the large stock car- him wonld settle the matter. The letter 
tied- was marked personal. In it Capt. Tat-

W. J. McMillan, representing the low showed that with $500 exemption 
wholesale interests on the deputation, an<i 40 per cent, discount allowed to ac- 
eaid that the small merchant was pressed tual farmers who paid their taxes before 
more heavily upon in taxing book ac- a certain date, that the intereste of the 
counts. The large merchant could dis- small farmer were protected, and the 
count his and get value, hut the small taxation would be just what it was be- 
mer-chant having 'his book accounts in fore. He sent a copy of the letter to 
small amounts was not able to do this, the assessor, - but apparently something 
This assessing of book debts meant tax- had intervened and the letter had no 
ing goods to the full amount.over and effect.
over again. This taxing of book ec- The exemption of $500 provided for 
counts was most unjust. (The merchant (n the act was not allowed' in a single 
was not able to raise his rate and collect case.
this tax indirectly because of the com- Prodncing letters from the assessor 
petition from outside salesmen coming in. addressed to various settlers, «Col. Falk 

Asked 'how he would collect from Warren showed'that in one case the offi- 
these, Mr. McMillan advocated collecting1 eja] stated that this $500 exemption 
a license. The commission merchant not be allowed, because the land
should also be taxed if necessary under was crown granted. In another instance 
a special classification. the assessor said the exemption had al-

Ghairman Carter-Cotton- wanted to ready been made. This was probably 
know- if there was not danger of driving done in the mind of the assessor before 
some of these commission merchants out the assessment was fixed, and the $1,000 
of the province. was regarded as in excess of this.

“Well, you have the alternative of Col. Falk Warren desired an explana- 
drmng out these or driving out the tion of theg6 matterSi but Hon. R. G. 
merchants who carry a large stock, Tatlow told him to proceed with hie 
said' Mr. McMillan. He thought the st0ry and' at the conclusion these would 
latter were entitled to more consideration be answered. Incidentally Hon. Mr.- 
as bejng of greater value. Tatlow alluded to the colonel making un-

With reference to book debts he «aid eaiied for insinuations, 
that in1 many instances merchants had to Col. Falk. Warren became indignant, 
carry farmers’ accounts from one crop and asked for an explaantion. ■ 
to another. If this lawi was enforced The minister returned that he made a 
strictly these merchants would be render- ..diKty insinuation” to the effect that he
ed bankrupt. (Hon. R. G. Tatlow) had purposely mis-John Boyd, of the deputation, urged fed him
that travellers coming in and selling The colonel replied: “I did‘not say so." 
goods should be made to pay heavily. < Hon. Mr. Tatlow: “I know you did not 
Many of these represented jobmg houses come.out like a man and say so, but by 
of Seattle, Portland, etc., who did no a insinuation you attempted to con- 
benefit to the country. - He thought that vey tbat impression."
(commission merchants could be made to Col. Falk Warren denied that any such 
pay on the turnover. As a representative construction was to he put upon his 
of the merchant class hé did not favor words> and demanded that Hon. Mr. 
the allowing of professional men and Tatlew withdraw the objectionable 
lenders of money getting off with a much ianguage used towords him. 
smaller tax than the merchant of a To this the minister would not accede, 
similar income. and contended that when «the colonel

A. B. Erskine also addressed' the com- drew attention to the-fact that the letter 
mission very briefly, supporting the sent by him was marked “personal,” that 
other members of the deputation. he inferred that this was done for the

In concluding# Mr. Alexander said that purpose of keeping rt back m some way, 
their anas no opposition fo paying taxes, and he was giving misleading statements. 
The desire waa-to get a beai# of toxat^n L The Colonel said- he did po such thing, 
which would pre#s fairly. | The letter contained a misstatement Tie

W. L. Fagan, assessor for Vancouver read thé létt* to make this plain, «tying

SHOWING FOR YEAR

Representations Made by Board of 
Trade of Terminal City on 

Assessment Grievances.

Victoria Haï Enjoyed Gratifying Immu
nity From Visits on Part of Danger

ous Law-Breakers.

These had been systematically
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(From. Tuesday’s Daily.)

The assessment commission resumed 
its duties this morning. Col. Warren, 
of Vancouver, and a deputation from the 
Vancouver Board of Trade appeared' and 
gave their views. W. L. Fagan, assessor 
tor the Vancouver district, was also 
present.

Col. F. Warren, C. M. G., of Vancou
ver, appeared before the commission on 
behalf of the small settlers in the prov
ince. The system of assessment was in
sufficient. There was absolutely no sys
tem of assessment of land in the prov
ince.' Assessors "acted" with "perfect In
dependence," and acted according to their 
own knowledge -or- lack ef knowledge in 
making asgçsçmpnts.. Jji. some.instances 
lands were not viewed for a period of 
ns long as "10 years." " Yet the" assessor 
would take i\ -for" granted that ' improve
ments had-been made and assess 60 per
cent, highçr. '........... ................. .............

The rate of 1 per cent, on the assessed 
value of land was a rate which could not 
be paid" if the "correct' valuation' Wâa
given. .....................................................

The delegation from the Vancouver 
Board of Trade arriving, Col. Warren 
gave way to them. The deputation con
sisted of R. Alexander, John Hendry, 
Win. McCraney, W. J. McMillan, H. C. 
Stone and A. B. Erskine.

Chairman Carter-Cotton explained 
that the commission regretted the fact 
that it could not visit Vancouver. Had 
it done so, however, other centres would 
have desired visits also. Another rea
son for not leaving Victoria was that 
all the documents, etc., were here.

R. Alexander, speaking for the dele
gates, read a resolution adopted by the 
board of tradie. The resolution set forth 
that taxation pressed unequally. One 
objection was that in business places 
the plant of a manufacturer was taxed 
at the same rate as the stock carried. 
The resolution favored plants of manu
facturers being assessed at only half the 
rate of stock. It also favored book debts 
being free from taxation, and complain
ed that in the assessment and collection 
of taxes a large amount of property went 
free.

In support of these representations, Mr. 
Alexander said that it seemed unfair 
that tfie plant which produced the stock 
should be assessed at the same rate as 
the stock produced. ' The machinery 
should either be free or assessed half 
the rate of the stock. In Ontario in the 
classification the machinery was includ
ed as real estate.

Chairman Carter-Cotton said that in 
this province the movable machinery only 
was classified as personal property.

Mr. Alexander said that when it came 
down to" the fine thing it was nearly im
possible to decide what was fixed and 
what was movable machinery. The re
sult was that machinery was assessed 
as personal property. The "Ontario act 
further exempted machinery classifiéd as 
real estate.

Mr. Alexander instanced a hardware 
merchant who had rivets and plates on 
hand. He "was assessed on the vaines 
of these. A manufacturer took these 
and produced a boiler. It was then tax
ed as a manufactured ttrticle, and made 
to pay on the labor producing it and the 
machinery which produced it. A boiler 
might he brought in and a tax would 
then be paid only on the article itself. 
This system of taxation worked against 
manufacturing.

Chairman Carter-Cotton thought that 
this carried to its extrerile would, exempt 
nearly ever$thing.

Mr. Alexander said that going back it 
came to the stand taken by the board of 
trade, that the personal property tax 
could not be levied equitably, and that 
the only way to collect fairly was on 
income.

Referring to the cases of the men 
coming into the province with $100,000 
each, he said the one investing in ma- 
dlinery and going into manufacturing 
would pay $1,000 in taxes. The other 
letting his money at, say, 6 per cent, got 
au income of $6,000. With $1,000 ex
empted! the man paid 1% per cent, on 
$5,000, or $75 in taxes. This was 
eminently unfair, and afforded little en
couragement to go into manufacturing 
in the province.

Hon. R. G. Tatlow pointed out that 
the land on which the investment was 
made also paid: taxes. In the other in
stance the product was not taxed.

Mr. Alexander said that the same man 
did not pay the tax.

Referring to the lumber industry, Mr. 
Alexander said that‘there was a mis
taken idea with respect to the import
ance of the industry. It contributed 
very heavily to the revenues. His own 
firm paid $45,000 to the government in 
royalties, taxes, etc. Of that sum $32,- 
205 was paid in royalty; the rental for 
land was $9,329, and the personal prop
erty tax was $2,826. For each working 
day the company was obliged to pay 
$155 to the government. This amounted 
to a fharge of 65c. a thousand. The 
profits, after paying mining expenses, 
were about $2 per 
ernment collected 
•‘•3% per cent, of the profits.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow and Chairman 
Carter-Cotton thought that the rental for 
land and royalty should notibe included, 
as from this the company got its supply 
of timber. ,

Mr. Alexander saic^-that what he 
meant to show was the importance of the 
lumber industry to the province. The 
company only got 11.5 per cent, out of 
the cost of production, while the general 
public in the way of wages, etc., got 88 
per cent. It was therefore an important 
matter not to press too heavily upon the 
industry.

With reference to the taxation of book 
debts, he showed that an article might 
lie taxed three times. A sold to B on 
credit, B sold to C on credit. The article

Chief of Police Langley has completed 
his annual report, and in view of the 
splendid-showing made by the force 
last year it win make interesting and 
gratifying reading to the citizens. The 
report follows:

Victoria, 18th January, 1905. 
The Chairman and Board: of Police Com

missioners, Victoria:
Sirs:—I have the. honor to present my 

report for the year ending 31at December, 
1904.

The varions matters of detail relating to 
the constitution of the force, the health of 
the men, the patrol department, the police 
court records, etc., etc., will oe found ap
pended hereto. , -

The men have been cheerful and prompt 
in rendering their services, ana the force 
Is now in an excellent state of efficiency. 
It retains the same personnel as last year, 
with the,exception of a new appointment 
necessitated by the resignation' of a patrol
man.

The health of the .men undler my control 
has been generally better than last year, 
the aggregate days’ sickness being 70 lees 
then in 1903.

The commissioners are to be congratulat
ed upon the wisdom displayed in acceding 
to the request for a patrol wagon. The re
turn dealing with the results thus far amply 
demonstrate* the nsefulness of the vehicle 
and the fact that It will be more than self- 
supporting.

The efficiency of the patrol department 
can be increased by the use of call boxes, 
and It Is recommended that at least 10 of 
these, owned and operated by the city, be 
installed in thé business section. This 
number of boxes, set up and In running 
order, should not exceed In cost $200, and 
these boxes would at least double the effi
ciency of the wagon; and by Instituting 
regulations requiting periodical reports 
from patrolmen, these boxes would permit 
of an additional check being kept npon the 
men while on duty.

The patrol wagon has far more than ful
filled my expectations, and, with! .the In
stallation of the suggested nucleus of a call 
system which would finally be extended to 
all parts of the city, centralization would 
be secured and the efficiency of the entire 
force be practically doubled.

It m'gbt be noted that, the cost as given 
of maintaining the police department in
cludes the salaries of the magistrate and 
clerk of the court, and has this year been 
Increased by the raise In pay granted to 
th men, as well as by the inauguration of 
the stripes system.

In September last an Important, change 
was Inaugurated, viz.: The service stripes 
system. This system, aside from the moral 
effect it may have npon the men as to con
duct, will undoubtedly exert a considerable 
Influence toward keeping them on the force.

By the report of Detective Sergeant 
Palmer, appended hereto, It will be noted 
that with the exception of one murder— 
that of the Chinaman, Man Quann—there 
has been a gratifying absence of serious 
crime.

There were six burglaries committed dur
ing the year and the .entire six Tenders 
were arrested. Five were convicted and 
one discharged.

There Is but little doubt ; that the strict 
surveillance maintained djrlng the past 
year at the steamer landings and railway 
stations has insured) this Immunity from 
troublesome and dangerous characters with 
whom onr neighbors have to contend.

The number of complaints In 1904 ex
ceeded that of 1903 by 413.

The Increase In the number of cases 
dealt with in the eonrt during 1904 over 
thoke In 1903 Is accounted for principally 
by drunks and detentions.

The amount collected for nnes m 1904 is 
$802.40 in excess of the amount collected 
In 1903.

The cost for clothing has this year ex
ceeded that of last by reason of. the num
ber of winter overcoats required.

I have the honor to Be, sirs,
Yonr obedient servant,

J. M. LANGLEY,
Chief of Police.
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Number of calls, 311; received from 
drunks, $122; other sources, $8; approxi
mate saving, $87; total value of wagon’s 
services, $217; horse feed, $45; balance of 
actual receipts over expenses, $85.
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Total cost police department, 1904/ 
$30,519.14; 1903, $28,867.28. A PARLOR SHOW.her sea-strength

Arrangements Made By Special Commit
tee of Kennel Club For Exhibi- 
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IN TROUBLE AT ’FRISCO.

A man named Thomas Dougherty, believ
ed to be a former resident of Victoria, Is 
In Jail in 'San Francisco on the charge of 
shooting one Frank Tiernan, a teamster. 
In Its account of the matter, the Chronicle 
says:

“Frank Tiernan, a teamster, Is lying at 
the Central Emergency hospital with a 
bullet hole in his back, and the surgeons 
say that his chance of life is slim. Thomas 
Dougherty, formerly a sailor and latterly a 
peddler, Is under arrest for the shooting, 
which he frankly admits, stating that he 
would do the same thing again under like 
circumstances.

“Florence Whitehead, Dougherty’s step
daughter, 14 years of age, Is the cause of 
the shooting. Tiernan says that he !oved 
the girl, that she returned his affections 
and that they were soon to be married. 
Dougherty declares that the girl had been 
wronged' by the teamster, and that she had 
declared to her mother that she had. no 
use for him and only continued to go with 
him because She feared; he might do her 
some harm. She was employed in a Sec
ond street bake shop.

“Dohgherty went to. sea last -*prll, and 
returned again in September to his home 
at 353^ Minna street. He says that be
fore going he warned the girl to break off 
her acquaintance with Tiernan. Tiernan 
did not call while Dougherty was home, 
but as soon as he had gone to sea he went 
agdin to the Minna street house. Then he 
was sent away to the county jail for a 
term, having been arrested for larceny. 
He was released on Monday, and, accord
ing to Dougherty, tools the girl away with 
him.

“Tiernan went to Dougherty’s home, and, 
according to the story of the prisoner, told 
Mrs. Dougherty that he would ‘fix him’ as 
soon as he saw him. When ..Dougherty 
heard this story he armed himself, deter
mined to take the initiative, as the team
ster is a man of great strengtE and stature. 
An acquaintance told him that he would 
find the man he was looking ,for In a 
saloon at the northeast corner of Fourth 
And Bryant streets.
Tiernan drinking there and shot him In the 
back. Then he ran out. At the hospital 
Dr. Carl Wilson found' that the bullet had 
penetrated ai lung and touched the spinal 
cord. Tlèrnan will probably die. He Is the 
man who was captured by twelve-year-old 
Marcella Tully when he entered her moth
er’s home on Ritch street several months 
ago and took a pocketbook belonging to 
her.

ig were so stout a
At a meeting of a special committee of 

the Victoria. Kennel dub, held Mon
day, final arrangements were made for 
the forthcoming parlor show. It was 
agreed that it should take place on Wed
nesday night, January 25th, at the Sir 
William Wallace hall. There will be 
two classes in each breed, namely, novice 
and open, and it was decided on motion 
that dogs that have previously won first 
prizes will be prohibited from taking 
part in this competition. An entrance 
fee of 25 cents is to be charged, and there 
will be a general admission of 10 cents.
All entries must be in the hands of Sec
retary McConnell or members of the 
committee .before 7.30 o’clock on the 
night of the show, and the proceeds will 
be devoted towards the purchasing of 
medals for the winners of the respective 
classes. •
. When the question of appointing judges 
came up there was some discussion. Sat
isfactory arrangements were made after 
much consideration. Miss Davie con
sented to pass npon all setters. On mo- 
tîàn D. A. Upper was appointed to judge 
eddker spaniels, G. I. Dunn, Irish and all 
other spaniels, and F J Turner, all other , 
breeds. The show promises to be mostly 
successful. V •
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Man;- Ministerial Members Decide to 
Retire at the Next Election.

'London, Jan. 17.—-Coincident with the 
rumors that! the government intends to 
dissolve parliament early in the coming 
session comes another rumor that it is 
intended: to stop further importation of 
coolies into South Africa. Lord Tyne- 
ham, presiding at a meeting of a big 
Rand company, publicly announced his 
fear that sudh was the case, and1 the 
rumor caused depression in Kaffirs on the 
stock exchange. Being interviewed 
afterwards, Lord Tyneham said he had: 
good! reason to believe the rumor was 
well founded. He supposes that if it is 
so, it is in anticipation of a general elec
tion, the coolie question having greatly 
embarrassed the government" candidates 
at recent by-elections.

In Connection wit^ the dissolution1 
rumors, it is a curions fact that as many 
as 78 ministerial members of parliament 
already have announced their intention 
fo retire at the next general election. 
Their names, published to-day, include 
many prominent mem, like Sir Michael 
Hicks-Beach, the Right Hon. C. T. 
Ritchie, Sir W. H. Walton and Sir John 
C. R.. Colomb. Most of these will quit 
parliament. Others, like Winston 
■Churchill, are leaving the Unionist for 
the Liberal ranks on the fiscal contro
versy.
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City Detective Office,
Victoria, 9th January, 1905. ,

J. M. Langley, Esq.eChlef of Police:
Sir:—I most respectfully beg to submit 

the following for your consideration-:
It is a matter for congratulation that for 

the year just past this city has been so 
free from crime of a serious nature, when 
there Is taken Into consideration its close 
proximity to other places which are more or 
less overrun by desperate criminals.

It Is often pointed ont that Victoria Is a 
hard place to get away from. While this 
Is In part tree of any well known Individual,
It certainly does not apply to the Itinerant, 
who often has means and friends at his 
disposai, neither does he at all times ren
der himself suspicious; hence making It 
necessary for a persistent observance to be 
-maintained throughout the city.

The Chinese fnurder case, which is still 
before the court, is the most Important for 
the year. Briefly, the history of the crime 
is as follows: On the night of the 31st of 
January, Man Quann,,an actor, was thrown 
from the balcony of the Chinese theatre 
and kllW. Two of the participants, named 
Wong Gow and Wong On, standi charged 
w'th the murder. They were tried, con
victed and sentenced to death, but, , the 
case being appealed, they-were allowed a 
new trial, which Is still pending. . Another 
Chinese, Wlong Nam Yuen, succeeded In 
evading the police and 1^ still at liberty, 
notwithstanding the offer qf a reward for 
his capture and various other efforts In this 
direction, of which yon are awake.

Other matters reported to the police, 
such as obtaining money by means of
worthless cheques, housebreaking, theft, _________
6t&, .««..were deatt-wlth, amdin =,any I» Stockholm. Sweden, Jan. «.-The Rlgs- 
stances thq offender» were sent either to dag wag opened to-day. Ktog Oscar re- 
the jail or -the pefiltefitiary. ^ appointed the presidents and vtce-presl-

Therê were 1» all six cases of hnrglary, dents of both chambers.

com-gives for those
Dougherty foundhen! by the north*

the trek, whea

led their wagon-

FRENCH MINISTRY.

Members of Cabinet Will Submit Resig
nations to President on His 

Return to Paris.

Irlds eclipse 
lie :heir narrower
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Policemen Clay and Dowd, of the southern 
station.”bough, foster-sire

Paris, Jan. 17.—At a meeting ofl the 
council of ministers to-day, held, under 
the presidency of Premier Combes; pend
ing the absence of President Loubet, 
vnho was attending the funeral ef hie 
mother at Marsanne, M. Combes corn- 
municatod to the council the text of a 
letter announcing the resignation of him
self and, his colleagues. It was arranged 
that the ministers should proceed' to
gether to the Blysee palace upon the re
turn of M. Loubet for the submission of 
the letter to the President. It was also 
arranged that the cabinet request the 
chamber of deputies to temporarily sus
pend its session, the ministers having no 
desire to participate in the work of the 
housfe pending consideration of their 
resignation.

The letter sets forth the reasons for 
the resignation of ,the cabinet, maintain
ing that as the ministry bad not been 
placed to "the minority in the chamber 
its policies should prevail in the new 
mtniatfy.

b, co-heirs made POLYGAMY DECREASING.
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Washlngton, D. C., Jan. 16.—Judge James 
A. Miner, of Salt Lake, formerly of the 
tjtah Supreme court, was recalled as a 
witness In the .Smoot Investigation to-day. 
He said In 1890, when he went to Utah, 
Mr. Smoot was regarded as one of the 
coming men, and had always stood for the 
enforcement of the laws. He said poly
gamy Is decreasing so rapidly that he be
lieved Utah would be better In ten 
than any state in the Union.

“There Is no more polygamous or unlaw
ful cohabitation 1n Utah than. there Is In 
New York or the District of Columbia," he 
said.
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PREDICTS REVOLUTION.Imnnd Garrett.
King Peter’s Failure to Get Rid of 

Regicides is Causing Unrest in 
Servia.

ICERS.

Iff, Depqjy an» 
Ebbed. . London, Jan. 17.—The correspondent 

at Vienna of the Daily Telegraph relates 
that the same Servian newspaper corres
pondent who foretold the murder of 
King Alexander and Queen Draga, three 
days before it happened, now predicts 
revolution arising from dissatisfaction 
with King Peter’s government for its 
failure to get rid of the regicides.

Tie Daily Telegraph’s dispatch asserts 
that a pamphlet threatening the massacre 
of the regicides and thé dtethroaement of 
King Peter has had a tremendous circu
lation in Servia.
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