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.« in these blocks, and the govern-
must have known the lands were
tely more valuable than the moun-
ops along the line of railway.
committee then decided to ad-
, until Saturday morning.
The committee inquiring into the Col-
hin & Western subsidy resumed this
ing to listen to the continuation of
e address of Mr., Duff.
\[r. McCaul on a question of privilege |
Ljected to.the Colonist report in which
" was reported in his address as having
il that it was not shown that Mr.
‘ts was not connected with the Pa-
(Coal Company. He had not con-
ccted the Attorney-General’s name with

\Mr. Duff, continuing his argument, re-
orred to the opimion given by Mr.
Hunter. ¥r giving 'that opinion Mr.

anter he believed - was giving a

ment upon whether the grant having

. an accomplished fact that the title

1 ss to the company. *The cases
cited the judgment bore out this view.
His judgment, therefore, was to be con-
strued as #f opinion that the grant hav-

= been made in keeping with the Sub-

Act that. the courts would uphold

the title to the lands to the company.
3ut there was ground for believing that
the grant had not been made under the
provisions of the Subsidy Aet. In fact
Premier Prior had stated in his evidence
that e thought that it had deviated so
far as to warrant a cancellation of the
Zrants. -

Mr. Wells:eonfended tnat daring his
absence, from 27th July to 8th August,
that his colleagues had acted in the way
of transferring these grants. But Mr.
Wells had consulted Mr, Eberts. It was
still more strongly borne out in the tele-
erams which he said passed between Mr.
Taylor and Mr, Eberts, some time previ-
ous-to this, in whiehMr, Ebeits rem'rn'eyd
the reply “Impossible!h i

Mr, Prenti¢e says he was not presént
at the council meeting when tlie blocks
were passed to the railroad company. He
says that Irad he been present he wdild
have voted against it, as he was opposéd
ta these blocks being given over-in 1900.
Mr. Dumsmuir was absent, but had bhad
deubts about the transfer. Mr. MeBride”
scemed to know nothing about this. There
was no record of what part Mr, Turner
took in it. Mr, Eberts took the ground
that it came.in as a recommendation by
Mr. Wells,, and that he therefore paid
little personal attention to it.

All the ministers seemed to shirk the
responsibility for this act. While the
recommendation seemed to be signed by
Mr. Wells,.yet as in- the recommendation
in the year 1900, this seemed to have
come from the outside, Mr. Wells know-
ing little about it. Mr, Wells takes the
ground that when he came back the mat-
ter had been disposed of in the executive
meeting while he was away. He simply
signed a recommendation setting forth
really a matter already disposed of. Yet
the other niinisters say it was not dis-
posed of, There was only a proposition,
and Mr, Dunsmuir had his doubts about
it. Then' the recommendation which
went from Mr, Wells was not a decided
action. :

The ministers at the first seemed to sel
forth that the order-in-council amounts
1o only an offer to the company. That,
however, was not a statement which was
borne out. "Mr. Wells afterwards admit-
ted that the“settlement had been accept-
ed’'by Mr, ‘Bréwn.

The correspondence between Mr, Gore
and the government agent at Fort Steele
was to the effect that the land had been
given over to the railroad company. It
was unreasonable to think that an
order-in-council, which was really a pro-
posal to the company, should have been
followed by a preparation of the crown
grants and a notice to the government
agent that the lands had been alloted to
the railroad- compiny.

On the 10th"September, 1900, the gov-
ernment fixe® s "policy that they would
rot grant’thesé lands to the railroad
compary, that was when Mr. Brown was
pr_essa:ng for it at the instigation of his
principals at Montreal. Mr., Prentice’s
ground that these iands were known to
be of exceptional value was not contra-
Cicted,

On 19th December this was reversed,
and the land given to the C.P.R. L Thik
was made without any public
reason. 2. No minister was able to give
any explanation: of that change. 3. That
the' change was'made not ia line with any
Dolicy with respect to this subsidy mat-
ter, but was carried out in line with the
railroad company’s intention and for the
benefit of the C.'P. R. He did not wish
to say that the ministers lent themselves
tc serve the railroad company, but it
was a fact that they became the instru-
ments in earrying out the wishes of the
O P.‘ R. All the ministers had the re-
spons_nbility. It was, however, a matter
pertaining to Mr. Wells's department, He
sxgned A recommendation he admitted
without even informing himself. of the
force of it. Mr, Wells in 1900 was con-
tent to take a draft order-in-council, pre-
pared by the solicitor of a representative
?E a railroad company, without consider-
ing whether it was for the advantage of
the province.

The same might be said of the act of
10th August, 1901.

Chairman Clifford called the attention
of Mr. Duff to the fact that in 1900
there was a saving of acreage.

Mr. Duff pointed out that Mr. Brown
and Sir Thomas were pressing for a
change because it was advantageous to
the company. It was distinetly to the
advantage of .the company and not to
the public.

Each minister showed a disposition to
want to shed the responsibility upon the
others. These settlements were dictated
by the railroad company, and not pri-
marily in the public interest. There was
a peculiar absence of official correspond-
ence preceding these settlements.

Chairman Clifford thought that the
railroad compayy having an executive

head acting here for them might account
for that.

Mr. Green said there was an absence
of correspondence between that oﬂicerl
and his head.

Coming to the cancellation of the
grants, Mr. Wells said that after Mr.
Dunsmuir’s return he began to be doubt-
ful as to the propriety of issuing the
grants, and had some interviews with
Mr. Dunsmuir. There were political
events at that time which threw some
light on the circumstances. About that
time Mr. McBride retired, and on 13th
September Mr. Brown was defeated, It
was a time of political uncertainty, Mr.
Wells admitted that he did not intend
to impose a condition upon the delivery
of the grants until about the time he saw
Mr. Dunsmuir. He regarded it appar-
ently as a completed action. This condi-
tional proposal cropped up apparently
after the political defeat in New West-
minster. It was quite reasonable-that
the political difficulties had something to
do with this condition being arrived at.
Mr. Wells nevertheless had previous to
this had his doubts as to the grants, yet
he never proposed to cancel them. Mr.
Prentice clearly indicated that while the
Spence’s Bridge matter was to be a con-
dition yet Mr. Wells was given consider-
able license in the matter, Mr. Eberts
never regarded the proposal to build to
Spence’s Bridge as a condition on tl}e
delivery of the grants. Mr. Dunsmuir
was sure Mr. Eberts knew all about the
matter, and he bore Mr. Eberts’s con-
tention out also.

1t struck him that if that condition was
to be imposed it was not very clearly ex-
pressed to the members of the govern-
ment.

In Montreal Sir Thomas Shaughnessy
was very clear that the proposal was
not made as a condition. There was
no doubt that Mr. Wells and Sir Thomas
discussed the politieal .situation,. The
buildimg o Spence’s:Bridge project was
mentioned in this connection. Sir
Thomas said he did not want to embar-
rass the government. The strong point
being put forth by Mr. Wells was appar-
ently that the government was in diffi-
culties, and that the C. B; R. was ask-
ed to assist in this matter. ~A promise,
with respect to the line might have been.
asked to help the government out of a
difficulty.

Mr. Duff called attention to the fact
that there had been a lot of conflicting
evidence. It was, therefore, not so much
what a man remembered now, but whas
his course of action was.

Mr. Wells came back with the grants
and kept them in his room for some
time. The colleagues learn what had
taken place, yet there was no demand
on the part of the ministers that cancel
lation should take place. Mr. Dunsmuir
had urged that the grants should be de-
livered, yet he knew that the Spence’s
Bridge project had been refused. Mr.
Prentice afterwards told Mr. Dunsmuir
that Wells had a reason for not deliver-
ing them, but it was not that the condi-
tion respecting Spence’s Bridge had been
refused.

If these ministers had agreed to that
being' the condition before Mr, Wells left,
how was it that it was not made the
ground for cancellation? The Spence’s
Bridge project was most assuredly a
political question. ;

Mr. Wells had a strong argument to
use with Sir Thomas in not delivering
the grants. that was that it was outside
the Subsidy Act. Yet bhe did not use
that, but he used an argument which he
had no right to use. It was that the
company had no right to the subsidy for
section 4 on account of its not building
sections 5 and 6. He had no right to
use that because the Premier had pro-
mised in a letter to grant the company
the subsidy for section 4, and a bill had
previously been introduced for that pur-
pose.

The ministers agreeing that the grants
had been made outside the Subsidy Act,
he could understand their deciding to
cancel them on that ground. They had
as much right to cancel these as to im-
pose conditions. If they had the right
to do the one thing, they had a right to
do the other. c

He objected to Mr. Wells having taken
these grants to Montreal, and acting in
a way which threw the government open
to the inference that it was open to ac-
cepting of a bargain. There was suffi-
cient in the conversation between Sir
Thomas and Mr. Wells to admit of this
construction being put upon it,

With regard to the cancellation he ad-
mitted that there was a great difficulty.
He was glad that it was not left to him
to arrive at the final decision in the mat-
ter.

He had no doubt Mr. Dunsmuir was
actuated in his course by what he had
stated.

Mr. Prentice acted on that ground
also, he thought, as apparently he threat-
ened to resign if cancellation did not
take place. Mr. Wells did not appar-
ently act altogether on that ground.

Col. Prior seemed to have been actu-
ated by the action being ultra vires of
the government.

If this Taylor episode was the ground
for cancellation, why were they not can-
celled back in October? If Mr. Eberts
believed the grants were being cancelled
upon the ground of Mr. Taylor approach-
ing Mr., Wells, why did he continue in
the government?

The inference would be clear to Mr.
Eberts that the government connected
him in some way with this matter.

It was difficult to discover that the
ministers, outside of perhaps Mr. Duns-
muir and Prentice, acted on the ground
of that story. The ministers excused the
C. P. R., which was strange if they be-
lieved the story.

It seemed more reasonable that there
was another reason, and that was that
they had come to the conclusion that the
government would have to go if the
grants were not cancelled.

He regarded documents like those

compiled by Mr. Brown as information
to his chief as of the highest valu®.
There was apparently no reason for Mr.
Brown misrepresenting matters to Sir
Thomas at the time. All the corre-
spondence between Mr. Brown and Sir
Thomas at that time bears out the
theory that “political expediency” actu-
ated the government. The correspond-
ence between Mr. Brown and Mr. Wells
helped to bear this out. Mr., Wells's
communications to Mr. Brown did not
very strongly deny this.

There was no fact at the time which
precluded the carrying out of the matter
which had not existed all along except
the question of political expediency.

He believed that the cancellation was
all right. In making the grant they lad
gone outside of the Subsidy Act, and had
done that with the knowledge of the
grantees. Mr. Brown knew it, and Sir
Thomas had it called to his attention.
The reason which Col. Prior said actu-
ated him was a perfectly just rteason.
But why was not that reason acted upon
before?

A little discussion ensued as to how
far Mr. Duff should be allowed to go in
political matters. A. W. Smith objected
to polities entering into the inquiry,
“Politics should not enter into any in-
quiry where they are -looking for the
truth,” said A. W. Smith,

Mr. Hunter’s opinion was alluded to
when Mr. Duff proceeded to show that
it was quite apparent that Mr. Hunter
was proceeding upon the ground that the
grants had been issued. He held that
the validity of the act. could not be at-
tacked. Mr. Hunter was not deciding
whether the grants were within the
scope of the Subsidy Aet. But they had
Mr. Hunter’'s opimion long before they
acted. Every sound reason which exist-
ed for cancellation in March also ex-
isted in the previous October.

Having absolved the C. P. R. Sir

| Thdmas and Mr. Brown, iow could the

members of a government cancel these
grants because they believed Mr. Taylor,
a third party, was implicated in some-
thiﬁg they believed was wrong.
\ Mr. Duff was asked for his opinion
as to the legality of tfe crown grants,
and took some time fulll§ explaining his
views on this subject.

The committee adjourned at
until this afternoon at 2.30.

12.30

THE LABOR COMMISSION,

.\‘Iember of the Ladysmith Miners’
Executive Examined—A. Warning.

Ladysmith, May 22.—The royal labor
commission resumed its sittings here this
morning. A. A. Barnes, member of the
local executive, was examined at length.
He explained ip the commissioners that
the offer made by Mr. Dubnsmuir to the
men had been rejected because the men
regarded its terms as less favorable than
the conditions under which they had
been working, but his evidence on the
whole went to show that it was the abso-
lute refusal of the owner to allow a union
smong his men that was the main source
of objection.

The commissioners’ atfention was di-
rected during the course of the morn-
irg’s proceedings to the fact that wit-
nesses among the miners who had given
evidence contrary to the feelings of the
majority héd been upbraided for what
they had said. Chief Justic Hunter said
if matters of this kind were brought to
the attention of the commission, that fhe
ccmmission, as a commission and he as
Chief Justice of the province, would see
that the law was enforced to the “end
that intimidation of any kind would be
tolerated in no way, and that if men did
not wish to find the jails of the country
gaping tor them they would cot attempt
any of it,

Mr. Dunsmuir will again appear before
the commission to-morrow, when sittings
here will be brought to a close.

COMMERCIAL LEAGUE.
Mr. Chamberlain’s Y.etter to a Con-
stituent—7rade With Colonies.

London, May 22.—In a letter to a
constituent, Mr. Chamberlain empha-
sizes his belief in the necessity for an
Imperial commercial league. He says:

“I am fully convinced ‘that the pros-
perity of this country depends largely,
on our trade with the colonies, which,
under a wise system of mutual conces-
sion, will increase by leaps and. bounds.
We have been apt in the past to con-
sider too much the advantages of buy-
ing cheaply, and not to pay sufficient
attention to methods whereby we may
have the means that enable us to pay
at all. Increased wages are even more
importawt to the working classes than
reduced cost of living.”

Mr. Chamberlain adds that he has
the fullest confidence in the working
classes, and in their power to realize the
‘“great issues which depend on our pre-
sent action.”

PENNY POSTAGE.

Australia Will Admit Canadian Letters at
Reduced Rate.

Ottawa, May 20.—Sir Wm. Mulock has
received a communication from Premier
Barton stating that Canadian letters will
now be admitted into Australia at pemny
rates. This will complete the last link in
the penny rate. Sir William had no easy
task to bring this about, but at last he has
seen all his efforts in this connection
crowned with sugcess.

It 1s very Ilikely that Canada’s post-
master-general will now try to get Aus-
tralia to accept Canadian newspapers and
periodicals- at domestic rate. Until let-
ters were aecepted there® was no use of
asking the privilegze for .newspapers and
periodicals. g

On Monday, the 25th, penny postage will
go into effect from Canada to Australia.
This historic day, Victoria Day, will see
the completion of the penny postage from
Canada to all parts of the British Empire.

formerly Nationalist member of parlia-
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TO LEGALIZE
FISH TRAPS.
(Special to the Times.)

Ottawa, May 22.—The bill
respecting the fisheries, which
Hon. R. Prefontaine has given
notice of, wiil confer authority
on the Minister, on.approval ef
the Governor-General-in-Coun-
cil, to issue licenses for purse
seines and fish traps in British
Columbia. The present act
prohibiting purse seines will be
repealed.

Fish traps will not be used
this year, but their use having
been authorized, "licenses may
be granted for next season, pro- .
vided the foreshore
given by the provincial govern-
ment do not stand in the way.

privileges
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STRIKE IMMINENT.

Employees of Mantreal Companies De-
mand Recognition of Union— *
Reply to Men.

A —

Montreai, My 22512 now appears a
certainty that daybreak will witness the
inauguration. of an attempt by the em-
ployees of the Montreal Street Railway
and the Montreal Light, Heat & Power

Companies.

The street railway: men struck last
February, when a seftlement was effect-
ed by the men receiving a 10 per cent.
advance in wages, and the:right of depu-
tations of the company’s employees”td
present demands. Soon after this settle-
ment was made the <docal union joined
the International Umion; and the de-
mand now is for itsirécognition as'a part
of that®union. The -agreement made last
February is repudiated. 7The' Power
Company’s official alse received an in-
crease of wages last Feébruary, when rep-
resentatives of the men signed an agree-
ment similar to that signed by the street
railway men. ‘The lebectricians also re-
pudiate their agreement and demand the
recognition of the Intermational Brother-
hood of Electrical Weekers,

Both compunies-hdive declared that
they are willing to ‘consider any griev-
ance men in their employ may care to
present, but absolutely’decline to accept
the repudiation of the February agree-
ments, and to receiveé ‘deputafions repre-
senting the unions and containing men
not employed by them, !

This afternoon the men made an offer
to both companies to submit their de-
mands -to arbifration, ibut in both cases
the reply was sent thdtz'there was noth-
ing - to arbitrate. ‘FThese replies- were
submiited to a joint board.of control of
unions at 8 o’clock to-night, and a reso-
lution passed nnanimously recommend-
ing a strike. This resolution is to be
submitted to meetings of the men called
for midnight. &

Both companies claimt that they have
been quietly preparing:for a strike and
that just as soon as theimen  leave their
posts they will have others ready to re-
place them, and that Some “sort of sSer-
vice will be given. * 7"

To-night a mesting 'bf the Montreal
Amateur Association wag held, when 200
members handed in their names as pre-
pared to assist in breaking the strike by
taking the conductors’ places on the cars,
Many of them have already secured leave
of absence from their employers.

Strike Declared.

Montreal, May 23.—The employees of
th.e Montreal Street Railway and Elec-
tric Works and Montréd]l Light, Heat &
Power ‘Company, this morning decided
uponrr a strike, the companies having re-
fused to accede to their demands.

P SRR T s

ORE FOR SMELTER,

Number of Shipments: Have Reached
Crofton During:Past Weck.

Crofton, May 22.—Mr, Vaughan Rhys,
of Van Anda, came down” 6n the Trader
with a small shipmentiof ore from his
mines there, and is preparing to make
regular shipments in afew weeks. The
Tradep brought a cargo from the Marble
Bay mine.

The barge Sidney was in to-day with
four cars from the Trader Dollar and two
from the Lone Pine mines, shipped over
the Great Northern railway via Liver-
peol.

Another shipment of four C. P. R. cars
came in yesterday by the Transfer from
Vancouver with Lone Pine ore,

RETURNED U NOPPOSED.

Dennig Kilbridge, Nationalist, Elected
as Represenfatiye of South
Kildare,

Dublin, May 22.—Rennis Kilbridge,
ment ffor North Galway, and who was
recently released from prison, where he
had been sent for inciting the murder of
the landlord, Major-General Meares, was
elected without opposition as member for
South ‘Kildare in succession to Mafthew
J. Minch, Natfionalist, who resigued on
May 9th. The local branch of the Irish
League invited Mr, Kilbridge, ‘“being the
latést vietim of jury packing,” to contest
the seat as “protest against this iniquit-

ous system.”

WILL MOVE MILLS.

Ottawa, May 22.—J. R, Booth will
likely move his lumber mills out of
Ottawa city on account of the decision
of the city council against the piling of

MR. DUNSMUIR'S OFFER,

Terms of Settlement Which
Voted Down By Ladysmith
Miners.

Were

Nanaimo, May 22.—The terms of set-
tlement submitted by Mr. Dunsmuir,
which were ‘voted down at the miners’
meeting yesterday at Ladysmith, were
to the effect that all men be reinstated
without discrimination, but that the men
must secede from the Federation; a ton
was increased from 2240 to 2,500
pounds, making a reduction in wages
equivalent to about 12 per cent., or he
would pay each miner $3 per day, the
men to provide one helper whilé the
company wouald provide the other. Un-
limited rights were to be granted to
mine contractors in pillar work.

The proposals were refused without a
dissenting voice.

It is believed that when the delegates
lay the state of affairs before the con-
vention, which meets at Denver to-
morrow, that body will grant the neces-
sary relief to relieve the distress that
now exists at Ladysmith,

JEWS IN LONDON.

Number Who Seek Refuge in Metropolis
Has Been Growing Steadily.

London, May 22.—In view of the
Jewish troubles in Eastern Europe con-
siderable iuterest is shown in the Royal
commission on alien immigration which
was appointed a’ year ago, and, whose
sittings concluded yesterday.

The evidence taken has shown that
there is an enormous growth of the
Jewish population in the east end of
London, mainly through the influence of
Russian Poles, and this influence has re-
sulted in serious overcrowding of popu-
i h}ﬁig{; and; unsanitary conditiensor Onthe
whole, however, the immigrants. are in-
dustrious and respectable, with a tend-
ency to rapidly improve their social con-
ditions. The greatest complaint against
them is that they work cheaply and re-
duce the standard of wages in certain
trades.

The evidence taken also showed that
the Jewish board of guardians is com-
pelled, in self defence, to repatriate
thousands of Jews yearly who arrive in
absolutely destitute condition. Leonard
Cohen, chairman of the Jewish board,
advocated the passing of legislatiou n
exclude these destitute incomers,
expected, however, that the commission
will only report.in favor of the exclusion
of criminals and the mentally defective
and diseaséd aliens,

CHAMBERLAIN'S POLICY.

Report That Canadian Finance Minister
May Conduct Preferential Cam-
paign in England.

Montreal!, May 22.—A
from London says:

“Mr. Fielding is coming to England
this summer in connection with Mr.
Chamberlain’s new policy. He may
conduct a preferential campaign while
in’ England.

“W. T. R. Preston publishes elabor-
ate replies to criticisms of the manage-
ment of Barr’s all-British' colony. He
admits Rev. Mr. Barr probably received
$15,000 commission from  the .govern-
ment and steamship companies, but he
earned it. Stories of a lack of provik-
ions and collapse of the transport are
absolutely untrue, The Government, Mr.
Preston says, is perfectly satisfied with
Rev. Mr. Barr's conduct.”

special cable

FURTHER TROUBLE FEARED.

Montreai, May 22.—It is feared unless
steamship men immediately
terms another longshoremen’s strike will
be started. One of the conditions of set-
tlement of the recent strike was that the
Independent Labor Bureau would be
abolished. The longshoremen have learn-
ed that the lapor bureau is still engaging
non-union men for wharf work, by the
dozen, and they sent for J. G. O’Neil, of
Duluth, who engineered the last strike.
The situation as far as can be ascer-
tained is critical.

MAY BE DISBANDED.

Aden, Arabia, May 23.—Adviees from
Somaliland,. East ‘Africa, say the Somali
camel corps,  which has been operating
with the British columns against the fol-
lowers of the Mad Mullah, has become
mutinous, and probably will be disband-
ed. This is the third mutiny among the
Somalis. The latter apparently are tired
of soldiering and strict discipline.

KILLED BY LIVE WIRE,
Ottawa, May 21.—Russell Parker, a

lad twelve years of age, caught a live
wire on Somerset street to-day, and was

killed instantly.. The wire was broken. |

He was the son of the late James
Parker, for many years C. P. R. agent
bere,

THE FERNIE EXPLOSION,

Action Against Coal Company on DBehalf
of Survivors of Italians Who Were
Killed.

Toronto, May 21.—The Itallan govern-
ment, by counsel, applied this morning at
Osgoode Hall and obtained an order on
benalf of the widows, children and re-
presentatives of 17 Itallan subjects kilied
in the disasirous, explosion at Fernie, B.
C., for the appointment of A. W. H.
Gianelli, of Toronto, to act as representa-
tive of the heirs and executors of deceased
Italians, in am “action = to be ° brought
against the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Com-
pany for damages on account of their

timber in the city.

deaths.

come to,

It is .

WINNIPEG NOTES.
Leader of Fanatic Doukhobors Arrested
—Eighty-Fifth Immigration Train
Reaches the City.

Winnipeg, May 21.—Paropolkin, the
chief leader of the fanatic Doukhobors,
who endeavored to launch a crusade a
few weeks ago, has been arrested on the
charge of insanity and taken to Prince
Albert to await examination,

The number of special C. P. R. immi-
grant trains this spring is slowly climb-
ing towards the century mark. The
eighty-fifth arrived here yesterday after-
noon.

A party of husky goung college
students passed through Winnipeg yes-
terday en route to British Columbia,
where they will spend the next few
months employed in railway construction
work. The party consisted of eleven
yvoung fellows, four of whom are taking
divinity courses at Toronto, three study-
ing for the medical profession at King-
ston, and the rest are taking up various
branches of mining engineering at the
Kingston School of Mining,

Chief Inspector Duddleston, in charge
of the United States immigration inspec-
tion department, and who has been here
for several days holding a party or
nineteen Russians who éntered the Unit-
ed States at Neche in defiance of the
regulations to the contrary, was in-
structed by the commissioner at  Mon-
treal to have the whole party deported.
He will leave with his charges in the
morning, and will take them to be dis-
posed of by tiie Canadian authorities as
they seem fit. The peope were brought
across the houndary by Louis Feigler, of
Neéche, who is now under $10,000 bonds,
and instructions have been sent by Scc-
retary Shaw to have the man vigorously
punished. The maximum penalty in this
C%'Z"is' fnrr)' _‘:ears' imprisonment if a
sgpdrate tase is, mgde. Af-/Pach, DRFRn:
smuggled in. E :

REQUEST REFUSED.

Indian Secretary’s Reply to Delegates
Seeking Abolition of Cotton and
Ixcise Duties. i

London, May 21.—Lord George Ham-
ilton, the Indian secretary, received at
the Indian office an influential deputa-
tion representing the cotton employees
and operatives of Lancashire, the mem-
bers of the House of Commons from the
various Lancashire districts and repre-
sentatives-of public bedies cf that coun-
ty, who urged the abolition of Indian
cotton and excise duties.

The secretary, however, wag unable
to met the wishes of the deputation, He
said the government of India could not
afford to part with its existing source
of taxation, and contended that the ex-
cise duty gave an equality of treatment
between ILancashire and India, and ‘he
undertook that while he was secretary
for India the excise. duties would be
maintained so long as the cotton duties
were in operation.

WILL BE EXILED.

Turkish General Proposes to Deport
Many Bulgarians and Mace-
donians.

Gonstantinople; May 21. — Hilmi
Pasha, the inspector-general under the
reform movement in European Turkey,
is credited. with having formulated a
plan for the settlement of Anatoda,
Asia Minor, or the.peninsula forming
the western extremity of Asia, and the
islands of the archipelago by Bulgarians,
whom he proposes te deport wholesale
from. Macedonia. It' is doubtful, how-
ever, if the powers will permit this. In
the meanwhile Hilmi Pasha has plan-
ned to sumrmarily exile to Anatoda the
Macedonian prisoners, who are suspected
of complicity in the recent events in
European Turkey, but who have not
been convicted,

GIVING SATISFACTION,

Manager of the Uganda Railway on
American Engines.

London, May 19.—Sir George Whita-
kouse, manager and chief engineer of the
Uganda railroad, who has just returned
here after seven and a half years spent
in constructing the line, speaks highly »f
the American locomotives and bridzes
used. He said to a representative of the
Associated Press: “We have 36 Ameri-
ean and 35 British main lire engines.
The experiment with the Ameriean loco-
motives proved entirely satisfactory.
They are ten per cent. cheaper. and al-
though the finish is not so perfect, they
are more suitable for a mountain rai-
way, iike the Uganda road.”

HALF MILLION DAMAGES.

Chicago Firemen Had Hard Time to
Prevent Spread of Flames.

Chicago, May 21.—Fire that for a
time last night threatened the wholesale
clothing district at Jackson and Franklin
streets did $500.000 damage before it
was got under control. Before the fire
was subdued, the six-story building at
Jackson boulevard was destroyed.

BANK OF ENGLAND.

The Rate of Discount Has Been Re-
duced to 315 Per Cent,

London., May 21.—The directors of the
Bank of Eungland, at their weekly meet-
ing to-day, reduced the bank’s rate of
discount from 4 to 3% per cent. The
reduction was attributed ‘partially to
offers of American gold and to gold ship-
ments from New York to Paris

TESTING YACHTS,

First of Trials to Decide “'hiclg Boat Is.
To Met Lipton’s Challenger, - ## 1

Glencove, N. Y., May 21.—Prepar-
ations were made early to-day on board
the two American 90-foot sloops, Colum-
bia and Reliance, for the test of their
relative fitness to meet Sir Thomas Lip-
ton’s Shamrock III. They were ta sail
over a measured course in the sound.
Although the absence of the (Constita-
tion somewhat marred the interest in to-
day’s race, there were plenty of yaeht-
ing enthusiasts on hand to see the other
boats. The first arrivais, however, &d
not find racing conditions partiealarl$
favorable, for their was not a whiff of
wind during ‘the early morning. But the
mainsails on both-yachts were sent up
early, Columbia hoisting hers while at
anchor here, while Reliance sent hegs
up on the other side before she left New
Rochelle.

The regatta committee of the New
York Yacht Club, under whose auspices
the yachts meet in a majority of rales
this year, had laid out three triangular
courses off Glencove with the spart im
all of them from the buoy off Matin
Rock point. p

The first course was a small almost
equilatoral triangle of about five miles
to a side with a provision for sailing *t
twice around. The other two courses
were obtuse triangles, one of them hav-
ing a long leg down the sound almost
to the Eaton Neck light, 11 miles, then
over to the Connecticut shore and baek
to the finish, while the other had the
same long leg down the sound, but with
another long leg up the sound to &
buoy off Rice and then back. to finish.
The obtuse triangles were about. twenty-
six miles round. It was expected that
one of these courses would fit the pre-
vailittg . direction of the wind®and” give
:hé yaclits a good test in all points of
sailing, reaching, running and beating..
At 9 dclock there was a little air stir-
ring frém the westward.

C}‘C'LONF} AND SNOWSTORM.
s b am

Eight’ Farmhouses Demolished—Sheep
! Perish By Thousands,

Ashland, Kas.,, May 23.—A ecyclone,
more severe than that of Thursday,
passed through the country late lask
uight. Nobody was hurt, but much pro-
perty was destroyed. Thirteen head of
horses belonging to Darid Klinger were
carried a long distance by the wind, and
then killed. Two hundred cattle were
killed. Eight farmuouses and a schcel
hcuse were demolished, 1

Heavy Losses,

Cheyenne, Wyo., May 23.—Another
scowstorm raged ail day yestérday.
Sheepmen are making every- effort: to
protect their sheep, but thousandsi’6f
head are exposed. The loss in thik sfate’
will aggregate more than 5.000 head,

UNFOUNDED REPORT. i

Movement of Sappers in India Not In-
tended as Menace to Russia.

London, May 19.—With regard fo the
statement published in the United States
that’' Great Britain is planning ’a<'mili
fgry expedition into Thibet, andfhatiib.
is-intended as a menace to Russia, the
only foundation for the report appears
to be the fact that the Indian mail
brings advices that a small body of In-
dian sappers and pioneers has been sent
to rebuild the road up the Feesta valley
fo the frontier, and that there is some
speculative talk in the Indian papers re-
garding the possibility of pushing on the
railway to Thibet through the Bholam
territory. There is no suggestign of sy
menace to Russia, F oS

MAY HAVE FAILED,

Corstlantinople, May 22—The suppress-
ing of news from Albania engenders the
belief that the gevernment plans for the
pacification of that part of Turkey. are
nmisearrying.

The Albanians were known to have
pianned to attack the Servian monastery
at Dechani, near Ipek, containing Rus-
rian monks, and on the Russian em-
bassy’s representations the palace. an-
thorities have promised to send troops to
protect the monks. Warlike sentiment
agninst Bulgaria is increasing in the,
military ciccles, and great activity is_dis-
played by the war ministry.

CHANGE IN DEMANDS.

Tokio, May 13, via San Francisee,
May 23.—Reports from Pekin - are not
calculated’ to allay the uneasiness i
Japan as to Russia’s action in Man-
churia. While the original “seven de-
mands” made by Russia on Ching have
been withdrawn, it is now stated. that
other demands have been presented, m-
cluding, it is said, one that graamts a
concession to Russia to build a railread
from Mukden to the Yaiu river, a pro-
ject which is enabling Russia to coneeu-
trate the troops as a constant menace to
Korea.+« The miiitary attaches 1o .the
British, American and Japanese . lega-
tions, who have been sent to Shenking
province to ascertain the real state of
the invasion, report that the Russians
have merely changed their stations. Al-
though a slight decrease in the garrisons.
is observed, unarmed Russian seldiems.
are going ahout everywhere. Mounted
brigands frequently attack foreign travei-
lers; who, however, can proceed safely
if they are guarded by Russian troops.

One section of Montara is eaten hy
locusts, while another is urder three feet
of snow. A district forty miles square,
cast of Forsyth, is pesfered by Rocky
Mountain grasshoppers, which bhave
eaten everything,

| NEW SPRING SUITS, $8, 10, 12 and I5.

200 Pair New Trousers Just in.

B. WILLIAMS & CO.




