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THE ADVENTURE

THE SECOND STAIN

(Coxnidl ued.)

“Surely it is final as regards the man’s
.;ea.th.”

“The man’s death is a mere incident—
a trivial episode—in comparison with our
real task, which is to trace this document
and save a European catastrophe. Only
one important thing has happened in the
last three days, and that is that nothing
has happened. I get reports almost hou}r-
ly from the government, and it is certain
that nowhere in Europe is there any sign
of trouble. Now, if this letter were locse
—mno, it can’t be lJoose—but if it isn’t loose,
where can it be? Who has it? Why is it
held back? That's the question that
beats in my brain like a hammer. Was
it, indeed, a coincidence that Lucas should
meet his death on the night when the let-
ter disappeared? Did the Jetter ever
reach him? If so, why is it not among
his papers? Did this mad wife of his car- |
ry it off with her? If so, is it io her
house in Paris? How could I search for it
without the French police having their
suspicions aroused? It is a case, my dear
‘Watson, where the law is as dangerous to
us as the criminals are. Every man’s
hand is against us, and yet the interests
at stake are colossal. Should I bring it to
a successful conclusion, it will certainly
represent the crowning glory of my ca-
reer. Ah, here is my latest from the
front!” He glanced hurriedly at the note
which had been handed in. “Halloa! Les-
trade seems to have otserved something
of interest. Put on your hat, Watson, and
we will stroll down together to West-
minster.”

It was my first visit to the scene of the
crime—a high, dingy, narrow-chested
thouse, prim, formal, and solid, like the
century which gave it birth. Lestrade’s
bull-dog features gazed out at us from the
front window, and be greeted us warmly
when ‘a big constable had opened the
door and let us in. The room into shich
we were shown wds that in which the
crime had been committed, but no trace
of it now remained, save an ugly, irreg-
ular stain upon the carpet. This carpet
was a small square drugget in the centre
of .the room, surrounded by a broad ex-
panse .of beautiful, old-fashioned wood-
flooring in square blocks highly polished.
Over the fireplace was .2 magnificent
trophy of weapons, cne of svhich had been
used on that tragic night®n the wihdow

was a sumptuous w:itinw esk, and every
fg pictures, the

detail of the apartment,

rugs, and the he gings, 3 pointed to a
taste which was luxuriowssto the verge |
of effeminacy. |

“Seen the Paris
trade.

Holmes nocdded.

“Qur French friends seem to how
touched the spot this tinté-}No doubt it’
just as they say. She knotked at the dt-
—surprise visit, I guess, fcr he kept !
life in water-tight compartments—he 1o
Jer in, couldn't keep her.in the strect
She told him how she had traced him, re
i proached him, one tning led 'to another,
and then with that dagger 8o handy the
end soon came. It wasn't all done in an
instant, though, for thesey chairs were
.all swept over yonder, ang " he had one
'in his hand as if he had tried to hold her
Ioff with-it. We've got it all clear as if |
:we had seen it.

Holmes raised his eyebrows. o l

“And yet you have sent for me?”’ |
. “Ah, yes, that's another matter—a mere
trifle, but the sort of thing you take an
interest in—queer, vou know, and what |
jyou might call freakish. It has nothingi
to do with the main fact—can’t have, on |
the face of it.”

“What is it, then?”

“Well, you know, after a crime of this
sort we are very careful to keep things|
'in their position. Nothing has been}|
done by the officer in charge here day |
and night. This morning, as the man |
was buried and the investigation over—
so far as this room is concerned—we
ithought we could tidy up a bit. This car-|
pet. You see, it is not fastened down,|
only just laid there. We had occasion to|
xaise it. We found—" |

“Yes? You found—" |

Holmes’ face grew tense with a-nxiety.!

“Well, I'm sure you would mever gues
in a hundred years what we did find. You!
see that stain on the carpet? Well, a|
great deal must have soaked through, must
it not?” i

“Undoubtedly it must.” i

“Well, you will be surprised to hear|
that there is no stain on the white wood-
work to correspond.”

“No stain! But there must—" [

“Yes, «o you would say. But the fact]
remains that there isn’t.” |

He took the corner of the carpet in his|
hand and, turning it over, he showed that !
it was indeed as he said. |

“But the underside is as stained as the
upper. It must have left a mark.” |

Lestrade chuckled with delight at hav-|
ing puzzled the famous expert.

“Now, I'll show you the explanation
There is a second stain, but it does not
correspond with the other. See for your-
self.”” As he spoke he turned over an-
other pontion of the carpet, and there
sure enough, was a great crimson spill
upon the square white facing of the old-
fashioned floor. “What do you make ol
that, Mr. Helmes?”

“Why, it is simple enough. The two
stains did correspond, but the carpet has
been turned tound. As it was square and
unfastened it was easily deme.”

“The official police don’t need you, Mr
Holmes, to tell them that the carpet must
have been turned round. That’s clear

asked Les-
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enough, for the stains Ne above each other
--if you lay it over this way. But what i
want to know is, who shifted the carpet,
and why?”

I could ses from Holmes’ rigid face
that he was vibrating with inward excite-
ment.

“Look here, Lestrade,” said he, “has
that constable in the passage been in
charge of the place all the time?”

“Yes, he has.”

“Well, take my advice. Examine him
carefully. Don’t do it before us. We'll
wait here. You take him into the back
rcom.  You’ll be ancre likely to get a con-
fession out of him alome. Ask him how
he dared to admit people and leave them
alone in this room. Don’t ask him if he
has done it. Take it for granted. 'L'ell
him you know someone has been here
Press him. Tell him that a full confes-
sion is his only chance.of forgiveness. Do
exactly what 1 tell you!”

“By (3eorge, if he knows I'll have it out
of him!” cried Lestrade. He darted into

the hall, and a few moments later his bul~ with nothing to keep it in place.

lying voice sounded from the back noom.
“Now, Watson, now!” crid Holmes wikh
frenzied eagerness. All the demoniacal
force of the man masked behind that list-
Jess manner burst out in a paroxysm of
energy. He tore the drugget from the
floor, and in an instant was down on_his
hands and knees clawing at each of the

2
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with the whole affair.
confessed, all right. Come in here, Mac-
Pheréon. Let these gentlemen hear of
your most inexcusable conduct.”

The big constable, very hot and peni-
tent, sidled into the room. :

“I meant no harm, sir, I'm sure. The
young woman came to the door last even-
ing—mistook the house, she. did. And
talking. It’s lonesome,
when you're on duty here all day.”

“Well, what happened then?”

“‘She wanted to see where the crime
was done—had read about it in the pa-
pers, she said. She was a very respecta-
ble, well-spoken woman, sir, and I saw
no harm in letting her have a peep. When
she saw that mark on the carpet, down
she “dropped on the floor, and lay as if
she were dead. I ran to the back and
got some water, but I could not bring
her to. Then I went round the corner
to the Ivy

Well, he has

woman Tecovered and was off—ashamed
of l;nerse]f, I daresay, and dared not face
me.”

“How about mowving that drugget?”

“Well, sir, it was a bit_rumpled, cer-
‘tajn]y. when I came back. =~ You see, che
fell on it and it lies on a polished floor
I

istmightened it out afterward.”

{ “It’s a leseon to you that you can’t de-
i ceive me, Constable MacPherson,” said
Lestrade, with dignity.
thought your breach of duty could never
be discovered and yet a mere glance at
that drugget was enough to convince me
that someone’ had been admitted to the

by the time I brought it back the young |

“No doubt you;

nt with the Canada Newspaper. Syndicate.)

woman. I suppose you might say she
|was handsome. Perhaps eome would
say she-was very handsome. ‘Oh, officer,
do let me have a peep!’ says ehe. She
had pretty, coaxing ways, -as you might
say, and I thought there was mno harm
in letting her just put her head through
the door.”

“How was she dressed?”’

“Quiet, sir—a long mantle down to her
feet.”

“What time was it?”

“It was just growing dusk at the time.
They were lighting the lamps as 1 came
back with the brandy.”

“Very. good.” said Holmes. “Come,
Watson, I think that we have more im-
portant work elsewhere.”

As we left the house Lestrade remained

{in the front room, while the nepentant

1

‘Plant for some brandy, andsomething in his hand.

constable opened the door Yo let us out.
Holmes turned on the step and held up
The c¢onstable
stared intently.

“Good Lord, sir!” he cried, with amaze:
ment on his face. Holmes put' his finger
on his lips, replaced his hand in his breast
pocket, and burst out laughing as we turn-
ed down the street. “Excellent!” said he
“Come, friend. Watson, the curtain rings
up for the last act. You will be relieved
to hear that there will be no war, that
the Right Honorable Trelawney Hope
will suffer no setback in his brilliant car-
eer, that the indiscreet sovereign will re-
ceive no Dunishment for his indiscretion,
that the prime minister will have no Kur-
cpean complication to deal with, and that
with a little tact and management upon
our part nobody will be a penny the worse

«There is a second stain, but it does’nt &rrespond with the other.”

squares of wood beneath it. One turned
sideways as he dug his nails into the edge
of it. 1t hinged back like the lid of a
box. A emall black ecavity opened be-
neath it. (lolmes piunged his eager hand
into it, and drew it out with a bitter snar]
of anger and disappointment. It was
empty.

“Quick, Watson, quick! Get it back
again!” The wooden lid was replaced,
and the drugget had only just been drawn
straight when Lestrade’s voice was heard
in the passage. He found Holmes lean-
ing languidly against the mantelpiece, re-
signed and patient, endeavoring to con-
ceal his irrepressible yawns.

“Sorry to keep you waiting, Mr. Holmes.
I can see that you are bored to death

f
{room. It’s lucky for you, my man, that
| nothing is missing, or you would find
| yourself in Queer street. I'm sorry to
have called you down over such a petty
| business, Mr. Holmes, but I thought the
| point of the second stain not correspond-
ing with the first would interest you.”
|  “Certainly, it was most interesting. Has
| this woman only been here once, con-
. stable?”

“Yes, mir, only once.”

““Who was che?”’
‘ “Don’t know the name, sir. Was an-
swering an advertisement about typewrit-
ing, and came to the wrong number —
very pleasant, genteel young woman, &ir.”

“Tall? Handsome?”

“Yes, sir, she was a well-grown young

for what might have been a very ugly in-
cident.”

My mind filled with admiration for this
extracrdinary man.

“You have solved it!” I cried.

“Hardly that, Watson. There are some
points which are as dark as ever. But we
have so much that it will be our owr
fault if we cannot get the rest. We will
go straight to Whitehall Terrace and
bring the matter to a head.”

When we arrived at the residence of the
European Secretary it was for Lady Hilda
‘Irelawney Hope that Sheriock \Hoime:
inquired. We were shown into- the morn-
ing-room.

(To be Céntlnued.)

TUBERCULOSIS
IN MONTREAL

s

There Are 2200 Active Cases
of the Disease---Methods
of Prevention. s

(Montreal Gazette).
Montreal is to be officially represented

is assisting to solve is made painfully ap-
parent by these figures. A certain ad-
vancement has been made during the past
half year in stopping the ravages of tu-
berculosis, largely through the efforts of
-the league and the physicians aesociated
with it, but the utmost that has been

must be waged. So many appeals are
made every day for philanthropic objects
that the patient public is prone.to turn
an indifferent ear to demands for funds,
but assuredly the purposes of the Tubercu-

acccmplished can only be regarded as a|
tentative step in the real campaign that |

losis League are deserving of the utmost

at the International Congress on Tuber- g
support that can be given. Experiments

‘iculoeivs, which opens in Paris on October
iZ, by Alderman Dagenais, and it is unfor-|
| tunate that the original suggestion for the
formation of a national committee of re-
| presentation could not be carried through. | pensary method employed last year has
| Tubenculosis, in its many forms, is 8o pe-| achieved results exceeding expectations.
| culiarly a national foe, being respomsible | It is a method borrowed from France,
| for so high a percentage of the yearly | where today it has reached a high state
| mortality,
| and must soon become, a national pro- | patients to so comport themselves in their
| blem. The need of drastic measures ist own homes that the progress of the
‘broug’ht foreibly home to Montrealers by | disease is checked in them and they are
| the report for last year of“the Montreal | littl danger to those around them. Su-
| League for the Prevention of Tuberculo- | pervision from headquarters, regular ex-
'sis, just issued in pamphlet form, which | aminations to note the progress of the
chows a total death roll from the disease | patient, and the providing of suitable diet
|and warm clcthing constitute the treat-
| As Dr. Richer pointed out in a report !ment that has been found to be the most
submitted some time ago, there exist in the | generally effective. ~Members of the lea-
city today about 2,200 cases of the active | gue are looking forward hopefully to the
disease, btasing the calculation on theleﬁtablishment of a “shack system,” by
fairly established fact that the average | which eufferers will enjoy the fresh air
duration of a progressive case of pulmonary ! of the mountains in small cottages, at a
tuberoulosis, from its first dneet until the | trifling cost, but until the league’s finan-
death of the victim, is three years, The [ces are considerably strengthened even
magnitude of the problem that the league | this form of sanatoria is impossible. Both

can be done with a comparatively emall
outla:\', particularly in combatting tuber-
culosis in its early stages, for the dis-

| of 692 persons during the twelve months.

that its prevention should be,|of development, and consists of educating |

|

|
|

L
i

|

the senate and the house of commons have
discussed the question, and have passed
encouraging resolutions; it has been given
vice-regal and régal attention, and it is

to be hoped that the international congress |
at Paris will be productive of important |
discoveries that may be. acted upon here. |

For,as His Majesty the King remarked to

a former congress: ‘“Tuberculosis is a pre- |

ventable disease; if preventable, why not
prevent it?”’

“Miss de Simpson,” said the young secre-
tary of legation, ‘I have opened negotia-
tions with your father upon the subject of
—er—coming to see you oftener, with a view
ultimately to formicg an alliance, and he

during ‘the year have shown that much | has responded favorably. May I ask if you

will ratify the arrangement, as a modus vi-
vendi?”

““Mr., von Harris,”® answered the daughter
of the eminent diplomat, ‘“‘don’t you think
it would be a more graceful recognition of
my administrative entity if you had asked
me first?’'—Chicago Tribune.

l marched on London. The young King
of land should be fourpence an acre;

The poll tax was the cause of a rising in Essex a
met the rioters at
but next day the King held a conference’ in
stabbed by W

|men with him. The rebel leader, happéning ;
and though pardon was promised fifteen hundred rebels

The death of Tyler put an end to the rising,

POOR
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to lay his hand on his dagger, was

Wat Tyler at (dile End. #.D. 1377.

nd Kent. Sixty thousand men roughly armed, ted
Mile-end and granted their demands, one of which
Smithfield with Tyler,

by Wat Tyler,
was that the rent
who had 20,000
alworth, the Lord Mayor.
were gibbeted.

LIQUOR LICENSE

/

Clergyman’s View.

(Toronto News.)

In the opinion of many thinking tem-
perance men, total prohibition is such a
remote prospect, that an effort, should  be
made forthwith to try to secure greater
control of the liquor traffic by a system
of higher licenses. Since the adoption of
a liquor licensing system in this _country
the policy has generally been to increase
license fees at various intervals, as a me-
thod of reform along temperance lines. It
is aeserted that it is time for another ad-
vance in this direction.

Where Power Lies

There was a time when the’ Municipal
Cotncils, in their discretion, could fix the
amount of license fee to be paid by the
license-holders of the respective munici-
palities.  That - privilege was, however,
abrogated by an amendment made to the
License Act in 1899. At that time the
Ontario government Tequire more revenue
and ‘the fee was increased by the legisla-
ture to $450, from $350 per license. The
hotel-keepers protested against this “im-
position,” and’ the government reconciled
them, to a certain extent, by inserting a
clause in the act, preventing any further
increase being made by the municipal
councils. Now, therefore, as the result of
this treaty between the Ontario govern-
ment of 1899, and the hotel-keepers, the
liquor licenses cannot be further increased
except by general legislation by the legis-
lative assembly, to affect the entire Prov-
ince of Ontario.

City’s Proposition

The clause in the liquor license act re-
specting” the proportion of the revenue ob-
tained from liquor licenses is very ambigu-
ous. When City Treasurer Coady re-
ceives his cheque from the license com-
missioners’ office, he surmises the amount
is correct. Never having been able to se-
cure a clear interpretation of the act, in
this particular, he has to be content with
the amount forwarded to him. The clause,

| referring to the dividing of the revenue,

in a cumbersome, roundabout manner,
states that after the payment of license
inspectors, expenses of license' commis-
sioners, and general license expenses, one-
third of the remainder shall be paid to
the treasurer of the municipality, and the
remaining two-thirds' to the provincial
treasurer, subject to the order of the lieu-
temant governor in council, and provided
that certain other conditions are complied

with.
Should be Changed

This method of dividing the spoils is not
satiefactory to the municipal authorities.
His Worship, Mayor Urquhart, told a re-
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FEES
' SHOULD BE HIGHER

So Says Mayor Urquhart of Toronto---Would Make the Fee
$1,500---Controller Spence Would Make It $2,000---A

presentative of The News the other day
that the principle of the province regulat-
ing and fixing the fees to be charged for
liquor licenses, was all wrong. The prov-
ince should say how much it vequired
from each license fee issued in the muni-
cipalities under its jurisdiction, and leave
the municipal cowmecils free to fix their
own fees. Different conditions prevailed
in different localities. In some districts a
$500 fee might be sufficient, and in others
not less than $2,000 should be the tax. Of
the .conditions peculiar to their own dis-
tricts, the municipal councils were the most
competent to decide and those coungils
should be given power to act accordingly.

Favors an Increase

“I am certainly in favor of an increase
in the license fee, so long as we have to
put up with the liquor traffic,” said the
mayor, who is hopeiul that total prohibi-
tion will be a feature of life in Ontario
soon. “In Toronts I should mot think
$1,500 would be any too much for a tav-
ern-keeper to pay. for his license.- 1 think
there should be a graded scale. It is not
fair that a liquor shop keeper should have
to pay as much as the tavern-keeper. The
tavern is a much greater menace to the
community, in my opinion, than the shop,
though the latter is bad enough.”

Make It $2000

Controller F. 8. Spence,. editor of The
Pioneer, the temperance weekly, is of the
opinion that the license fee should be at
least $2,000.

1t would be to the benefit of everybody
interested to stop this buying and selling
of licenses and good-will of liquor inter-
ests, Large prices are demanded for lic-
enses these days because they have a fic-
titious value. If a stiff fee had to be paid
every year the brewers would not be so
anxious to invest in these hotels. This
license selling system is very gad. When
the commissioners wish to cancel a per-
mit, they are met with the plea, ‘Why, I
paid thousands of dollars for 4his license.
Am I to lose everything? ” .

A Clergyman’s View

One of the local Roman Catholic clergy-
men, who takes an interest in temper-
ance. affairs, said he was strengly in favor
of a higher license for all classes of the
licensed liquor business.

“It seems to me,” eaid he, ‘“‘that if we
charged a higher- fee, a better class  of
men would ‘be drawn into the business.
On the other hand, the proprietors of the

most dangerous class of hotels could not
afford to pay the price and would have |
to go out of business. ~ Anything . that

‘would contribute directly or indirectly to |

a decrease in the number of drinking|

places would to some extent counteract |
the evil.” *

L}
BRITISH PREMIER’S REMORSE

(Mr. Balfour, in C. B. Fry’s Magazine.)
I belong to that unhappy class of be-
ings for ever pursued by remorse, who
are conscious that they threw away m
their youth opportumities that were open |
to them of beginning golf at a time of
life when alone the muscles can be at-
tuned and practised to the full perfection
required by the mest difficult game that
perhaps exis's.

The remarks of the man who consigned
another to the care of his satanic majesty
were considered imp-personal.

A whinnying horse is a bad neighbore,

| Royal avenue,

ENGLAND’S PAUPERS

A Great Increase of Able-
Bodied Unemployed.

(From the London Mail).

On the first day of this year 932,267 per-
sons were in receipt pf poor law relief im
England and Wales. Of this number 148,-
013 were in London, being an increase
of 11,500 on the.figures on Jan. 1, 1904,
Qutside Lonflon the number was 784,
254, the increase in this instance being 51,-

The number in receipt of relief, says the
half-yearly statement from which thess ©
figures are taken, was comparatively high
throughout last year, and the total on
Jan. 1 last was 7.3 per cent. higher than
that on the previous Jan. 1. The propor-
tion to the population was one in 36, or
27.6 per thousand. In London the propor-
tion was higher, being one in 31, or 318
per thousand. ?

Exclusive of the insane and the casuals,
46.8 per cent. of the total consisted of 116,-
094 families, comprising 378,513 pereons.
There was a considerable increase in the
class of married couples relieved with
children, particularly in the number re-
ceiving out-doorrelief. ~ The total num-
ber of adults returned as ordinarily able-
bodied amounted to 132,689, an increace
of 17.7 per cent.; those classed as not able-
bodied numbered 28,469, an increase of 3.4
per cent. = London had 21,549 of the able-
bodied paupers, an increase of 23.7 per
cent,, but the gréatest increase was 1422
per ceht. in Fasex, which had 9,163 able-
bodied paupers. o

Compared with the corresponding fig-
ures in the previous year, the class of
men returned as relieved: “on account of
want of work or other causes” shows the
highest increase, amounting to 6,287, inclu-
ding increases of 1,351 in London and
2210 in West Ham. Under this head-
ing 3,244 were relieved under a labor test
in labor yards.

CIGARETTES
. CAUSED DEATh

Smoked Six Dozen a Day---
‘Nicotine Caused Blood-
Poisoning. ’

(Montreal Witness.)

The cigarette has added another to its
long list of victims. This time it is Ru-
dolphe Paquet, a brickmaker by trade,
who resided with his parents at 180 da-
salle avenue. The young man, who had
lately attained his majority, acquired the
habjt about three years ago, and its in-
fluence over him increased so rapidly that
during the few months preceding his death
he \s believed to have daily consumed at
least five dozen. Paquet was taken ill two
weeks ago, while at work, and suffered
such great pain that he had to be carried
to his home by his fellow-workers. The
illness terminated fatally. The attendant
physjcian, Dr. J. I. Belanger, of Mount
attributes his premature
death to the abuse of cigarettes, the nico-
tine of which induced blood poisoning.
Dr. L. A. Lacombe, of 1 Fabre street, who
was called in to make an examination of
the young man, confirmed Dr. Belanger’s
diagnosis.

AUSTIN ON ARMY REFORM
The campaign led by Field Marshal Earl

Roberts against the unpreparedness of the
British army for war has been reenforced

| by Alfred Austin, the poet laureate, who
| contributes to the newspapers four verses,

the first one-of which is typical. - It reads:
|

England, supine on couch of peace
And pillowed on your splendid past,
Think you from wars mankind will cease
Or goodness undefended last?
Glory and fame
Decline to shame,
And towering empires pass away,
If front be gold, foundation clay.
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