. mow passing into the possession of the government, as to give the Cana-
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: Tearing Up Rails. .
President Wilson's proclamation taking over the possession and opera-
tiun of United States railroads and coniecting ﬂytmahipllﬂel ,_hu had the
eftbet of stirring into unwonted activity the Canadian’ Rfliways War Board.
The ‘board just-now is bubbling over with suggestions of dct}ﬂty, and the
Montreal despatches tell us that it desires to have from 1,500 to 2,000
miles of rails torn up in various parts of Canada and relayed as sidings, |
double trackage, and so forth in other parts of the country. Chinese
ooolie labor, it is suggested, should';be utilized. s
yActivity is a great thing, but ;’We are not ready to have a board of
railway officials mainly representing the Canadian Pacific and the old
Grand Trunk turned loose with cooliés and crowbars to téax up 2,000
miles of railway., We have Alren.dg;had.fkb}me ;qeo ihﬂé of jradls.:emdy?q
“from the National Tranbconttngmntal"%(ineludin-g'fthe Grand Trunk, Pacifie);
This was done by the Dominion Government at the request of the im-
-perial authorities to speed up railway constriction on the western front.
It was a war measure no doubt justified by an extreme military situation,
but even then there were bitter complaints that the government -railway
wag being discriminated against to the advantage of rival roads owned
by private corporations. 5,
It is a far different proposition for a board of railway omci}ls even,
under government supervision to tear up three times 600 miles of fracks

in one part of the country and transport them to another. It would be
easy, we imagine, thus so to dismember the Canadian Northern system,

o

dian Pacific a complete monopoly in many parts of the west. ]

The National Transcontinental cost the people of this country a¥
leagt 100 thousand dollars a .mile. Indeed, the prime minister in some
figures he gave the house a year or two ago figured that our investment
in the N. T. R. (inc¢luding the Quebec bridge) amounted with interest to,
4382 million dollars. That would mean 250 thousand dollars a mile. Tne
Canadian Northern, we are now taking over, may increase the liabi)ities
jof \ the Dominion Government by 636 million dollars.” At amy rate our
‘governmept roads, whether constructed by the government or acquired
by purchase or mortgaged to the government for more than their value
4n" the open -market, have cost us a sum that can only be described as

« Now this national investment must not be hacked to pieces amd
Proken into fragments by any executive order of the government, much
Jess by any arbitrary ukase of a few railway officials who happen to hold
gome advisory and more or less honorary position as a ‘““board’” under
'vthu government. No power less supreme tham parl'la.menf: should secrap
pne-fifteenth of the railway mileage of the country.

More startling still is the situation when we reflect that it would b
the government roads that would probably be torn up, and in this way
pomething like one-seventh of what we might call the natiox.ml rai]way
system could be destroyed. : Gy

Re.al Civil Service Reform.

-~ The rumor that Mr. Harry McLaughlin, the efficient surveyor of that
port, is to bé promoted to be cojlector of customs at Montreal will be
halled as an earnest of that real reform of the civil service to which the
Ualon government is committed. If the outside civil service is to be
efficlent every soldier must carry a baton in his knapsack. A young man
entering the service should have the same chance of rising to the highest
position as would be given him by a big, well-managed private corpora-
Mon., Promotion for efficiency should be the slogan in every big depart-
}mefnt of the government, and the big prizes in the postoffice and customs
\dcputments should not 'be reserved for defeated members of parliament
‘or more distinguished statesmen for whom an asylum is desired. .

There seems little doubt but that the late minister of customs., Hon.

Dr, Reid, intended to promotelc'ollector Bertram of Toronto to the col-
|lectorship at Montreal, but his hand was stayed by local prejudice ana
3=Ip611t1cal clamor. Mr, Bertram comes back to Toronto, where his great
|services are needed and will always be appreclated. The' Montreal col-
lectorship, however, does‘not g0 to some politician” who never saw Inside
;a custom house, but goes to an official of the customs department of the
local port who is well quallﬁed\\to advance from second to first place.

Hon. Arthur Sifton, the present minister, has an open pathway be-
fore him. He is not a party appointee like his precedessor, mor is he
bound by pérty loyalty to ladle out patronage. On the contrary, he is a
minister of a Union government, pledged to abolish patronage. He can
Jnstal and insist upon the rulegof promotion in the customs departmemn
/80 that a messenger boy or tide waiter may work himself up to the col-
lectorship.

In justice to Dr. Reid it must be said that he kn.ew the customs de-
partment and administered it in a rhasterly manner. While he could not,
4n his position, altogether disregard the politicians, he certainly never dis-
regarded the needs of the service. Mr. Sifton, with a freer hand, should
‘da better yet.

Sir Eri¢c Geddes.

Current Opinion publishes an interesting sketch of Sir Eric Geddes,
the first lord of the admiralty.
gone to sea, but he is said to be smashing all other traditions in the way
he is handling “the King's navee.” Indeed, one may wonder how long
‘he will ‘hold out, opposed at the same time by the ‘“ginger group’” and
the bureaucrats,

Current Oplnlon claims Sir Eric Geddes as something of an American,
@Itho he spent only a few years in the United States. During those few
years, however, he lived in the south and acquired a broad accent whien
mingles in contrast strangely with his Scottish burr. Now and then, 1t
is maid, in the house of commons he suggests a Kentnucky colonel rather
than a Scottish knight. However, it was in the south, principally with
the Baltimore & Ohio, that he gained his first railway experience, and his
remarkable power for handling men and settling labor disputes. This
\.'\'é.?'supplementml by railway work in India and England, and brought
forth splendid results when it became his duty to build and operate a
network of rallways for the allied armies on ths western front.

The “ginger group” and Sir Eric, according to Current Opinion, differ
Bbout the necessity or propriety of a big naval battle. He is said to be
gatisfied that the subjugation of Germany must be thru an efficient block-
ade. In the United States civil war., he says, the south was simply

mothered to death by the blockade. In the same way, he argues, Ger-
ny will be, overthrown not by spectacular battles, but by the slow
bgulation of a complete maval blockade.

This view appears to be sound, but it is one that was more generally
thd two or three years ago than it is now. The near neutral coun-
: ‘have apparently served as conduit pipes to Germany. So long as
£he Wnlted States was not actually in the war the problem of the British
BAYY was even more difficult.  The average American exporter could not |
ﬁb.how there could be contraband‘or war in goods shipped on neutra:
mm from one neutral port to another neutral port.

‘ Mow, however, the situation is simpler.
Germany should be operative not only on the sea, but at American ports.
¥ood and oi) the Germa,ns may get from Russia, but there are many com-
modities essential to their carrying on which can only be obtained from

complpins, 1ot ‘without
oriticism by“zx‘ ﬂ
with that fo

ilverancé by Lord Shaughnessy on the

contriputed ‘by his lordship to
cial

selyes to

stupendous. ; pudiation,

cial”
The CGlobe’s dissent froky the view of the
baron. Then Hom.. G. P,&iraham reprinted
it in his Brockville
The Globe’s repudiation.

with the
nothing

kbut owing to the rigorous
ditions it was felt advisable for him to
defer his departure for a few days.
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The deliverance was
the finan-
urvey supplement of The “Globe's
issue of Jan. 2. ‘In an ‘editorial para-

graph. commending the supplement and
its 'ov*n enterprise in getting it out ‘The

Globe| said: s
In ithe annual financial SUrvey,:
whithi forms a part of .this morning’'s
issue of The Globe, will be found ar-
written by many of the most
distinguished men in financial, manu-
" facturing and transportation ‘circles
dealing with matters of the utmost
" imporiance tc the pusiness commun-
ity.| Tt is scarcely.necessary to say
that The Globe does not agree with
¢4l the opinions expressed in these
articles. They represent the view-
point of tho writers, who, in every
case, ak from large experience and
intimate knomod;m_ subjects
considered. Lord essy ‘tolll
the readers of the-survey that “it is
folly to send out an S. O. 8. call for
government contiol or ownership of
the railrcads themselves, control
which experience has s to be
fatally cpposed to economy and effi-
clency.” While The Globe ecannot mi; :
cept this conclusion and- 8 to its ..

beligf that railway nationalization in .

Canadua’is not only inevitable but de-

Sirable, it belleves that to place both

sidés of the case before its readers is

the plain duty of a newspaper in dis-
cussing a great question of economics
such as the railway problem

This clearly shows that The Globe did
not agred with the views of Lord h-'
nessy, nor by silence give them editonial
acquiescence.  The World, therefore, did
an injustice to The Gilobe when it said:

The Globe” has never editorially
taken iegue with the deliverance to
which it gave such promine:

Jr. |short, we have appa lly ° been
bearing false witness against our neigh-
bor, and we must endeavor as far as
possible to make the awende nonvravie
by crying. “peceavi”’ to The Gilobe, and
by carrecting our inaccurate statement
prompily and unreservedly.

We  thank The Globe for calling at-
tention to what we must ask our readers
to believe wae an '’ unintentional mis-
statement, We have no desire whatever
to misrepresent The Globe or any of our
Contemporaries. We are gled  to hear
The Giobe say yesterday that it stands
for the nationalization of a]l the railways
of Canada. A few days ago it wanted
to shelve that issue until after the War,
How glad are we to have The Globe
fighting with us in a good cause!

ra.llw}y question

Unfortunately the Shaughnessy deliv-

erance i8 being. printed all over Canada

a8 a mews item at 80 much-a line by
many papers that do not trouble them-
print The Globe’s editorial re-

Ou Jan, 3, we think it was,
The Monfreal Gazette ran it as a “spe-
from Toronto * without publishing

Recorder without

It is never gracious to spoil an apology
by calling upon the party of the second
part to admit himself also to be in the
wrong, Buf has not our gopd neighbor
in his zeal for correction done The ‘World
& great injustice by saying :

The Globe believes it was performing
the duty of a progressive newspaper in
placing Lord Shaughnessy’s views be-
fore its readers. The Toronto World
thinks otherwise, It suggests that'the
article in question was received thru
the business office and printed with
intent to deceive.

Of course, The World said nothing of
the kind, In making the suggestion that
the Shaughnegsy deliverance might have
been paid for” as advertising matter, we
adddd that the Canadian Paoific Railway
Company had a perfect right to state the
rajlway side of the rallway question, and
to purchase advertising space for that
purpose, Such advertising, we #sald, should
not beé run as ‘quasiveditorials or clothes-
line specials.  'We never charged The
Globe 'with printing the Shaughnessy ar.
ticle with intent to decelve. The article
was printed in a falr, frank manner, and
was accompanied by an expression of
editorial dissent. The Globe complains
that we' inaceurately asserted that no
editorial dissent accompanied the publi-\
cation of Leord -Shaughnessy’s article.
That ‘complaint ‘was “'well founded, and

throwing him into

we ‘have already’ deait with/ it. Merely

¢ | in passing, we in turn complain of having|
‘| been, no doubt unmr @MBY‘ -YW

y The World is incur-|

ted A
“The Globe 1
bly stupid; at'deast, that is the more
:on::’pltmgntary' ) lt: 'qlternatiyo.mgxes-
may
tions, wever, O s o
stupid.  hé is' a keen blade,
upon which The@lobe may
fingers, He got his piece pri_ntz%_cu
Globe, and he @ w ing it 4
broadcast over . without ' the
torial repudiation, We see it everywherle
as canned. news, and will soon- see it
reprinted in chi and. credited to The
Toronto Globe, The baron is the Brer
Rabbit of Canada, an :i‘ mu::re t;gutgllts;
bor has not- pun tke i i By
He w%ﬂ “w“mm%?m th ece from
The Toron ¥
editorial dissent. That will disappear,
like the tar d ed from Brer Rab-
bit after he | in the bramble-patch.:
v 1 it
The Calgary Alherten and The Calgary
Herald both rimmnu to_the re-
cent action of the executive of the Unit-
ed Farmers of Alberta, The Albertan
VS: 3 L e 3
o The executive of the United Farmers
of Alberta has’ 5d & lution, ob-
Jecting %o .the lingm.ae;. j
tes and suggesting that th 1
?f C:na.da'uhmﬂd follow the example of
"the United States and Britain in taking
over the railways and mnmng.t‘lm"?
during the war, at least. ;
The voice of the execitive of the
U.F.A, 13 the voice of the U.F.A. and
the voice of the vast majority, of ‘the
people in western. Canada. .

The Saturday Press Prairie
Saskatoon, thinks the railways made a
good case for an increase in rates. Those
who object to the increase, it says,
should go in for railway nationalization:

Thnere has been very strong opposi-
tion to the increase just granted by
the board of railway commissioners,
but therg seems to be only one other
solution,” the taking over of all rail-
ways by the government during the
duration of the war in this country, as
well as in the United States. Unless
the country is prepared to have this
step taken, opposing the increased rate

will ‘not help matters any, or give a

square deal to the railways,

The Hamilton Herald = squirms under
The World's ¢ that it is ‘opposing

]

state ownership of railways. The Herald
attempts to draw 'a distinction between
government control and operation and
government ownership, but then edds:
But even if ‘I'ne Herald were mis-
taken, ana if state control of railways
did mean state ownership, the mistake
would not justify the statement that

The Herald is opposed to state owner- |.

ship of rallways. The Herald believes
in ‘:tate ownership of all public utili-
ties—and ' railways are public utili-
ties, But The Herald i®s convinced
that no more inopportune time could
be chosen for nationalizing all the rail-
ways of the country than in the midst
of a great war, when the public credit
is taxed to the utmost to raise funds
necessary for carrying on the war.

‘We fear this is the old come off. There
are some people  who favor conscription,
prohibition, public ownership, and what
not, but vote against them at every elec-
tion. The time never seems to be op- |
portune. But could there be a more op-
portune time for the government to take
over the rallways than wartime? Every
civilized nation engaged as e belligerent
has taken over the | n and ad-
ministration of the railways, except Can-
ada. - Britajn did it twenty-four hours
after tl war commenced;, the United |
States lo?tht mont] ter entering the

war. In Canada, & three and a half

years, lélmid counseliors say we should

wait a little longer,

No added financialsburden will be
placed on the shoulders of the people by
nationalizing &1l the rallways. The uni-
Tied syst from art will earn en-
ough money to pd: orking expenses
and the fixed charges of all the constitu-
ent companjes, If it is not necessary to
nationalize the railways to meet the
strain of a great war what £fgument
can ' exist for nationalizing thHém after
‘he danger Is p , the strain’ is over
and we can better put up with waste
and inefficlency? ~

As to the distinction between state
ownership and state control, about which
The Herald is worrying, it is sufficient
to say that neither the United Kingdom
nor the United States will ever revert
to the old competitive wasteful system
of corporation ndagement of railways.

SIR ROBERT BACKS

WILSON WAR AINS

Election in Canada Clears Up
Political Atmosphere,
Borden Says.

5
New York, jan, 9.—8ir Robert Borden,

én route from Virginia to Ottawa, spent
e busy day in New York today in con-

sultation with British and American of-
ficials,
rot

Sir Robert excused himself for
discussing Canadian politics at
length, but eaid the result of the elec-

tion of Dec. 17 had cleared the political
atmosphere and he was confident that
jCenada would continue to do her full
duty in the war,
duration,

: % y , Referring to th i peec
Sir Eric follows tradition in never having | Mr. Lo e e Slua & o

no matter how long its

yd George and President Wilson,
Sir Robert said he was In entire accord
principles enunciated, which left
more to be said,
The ‘Canadian premier hastily left the

-Hotel Belmont just after dinner to “‘clear
up some odds and ends’’

fore departing with Lady Borden for the
Canadian capital,

of business be-

Lady Borden told 'a Canadian Press
reporter that she and Sir Robert had

spent a pleasant hour this afternoon in
conversation with Hon. Frank
former minister of railways in the late
Borden cabinet, who has been undergoing
specialist treatment at the Belmont, Lady |

Cochrane,

en sajd that Mr., Cochrane was

bright and cheerful and apparer .ly much

improved in health,

He had hoped t
be able to return to . 4

Ottawa this week,
weather con-

-8ir Robert. and Lady Borden left New
York tonight for Ottawa,

IS DEAD OF WOUNDS.

Special to The Toronto World.
Cornwall, Jan. 9.—Louis Peters, who
is bandmaster of the Cornwall corps of
the ‘Salvation Army, has recetved word
that one of his sons,; Pte, Alex. Peters,
who 'was reported as dangerously
wounded some -time ago,"is ‘now dead
The young man’s home is
on Cornwall Island. He enlisted with
the original 154th Highland Battalion
in this town. ‘Three other brothers,

and John Peters, are
still at the front.

s s . G
HALIFAX RELIEF FUND,

Finance Commissioner Bradshaw re-
subscriptions
relief fund’ is $42.-
Among the subscriptions re-

ceived yesterday were $2778 from the
Saskatchewan Red Cross Society and
$637 raised by a tag day

at Vernon, |

B.C. Macville school

Macville

Sunday
18 a small

1

sent | embezzelment,
community * Toronto last week at the request of

C.N.R. CHALLENGES
COMPENSATION ACT

Manitoba Measure . Encounters Oppo-
sition of Railway
System,

Winnipeg, Jan. 9.—The Canadian
Northern . Railway and subsidiary
companies, such a§ the C. N. R. Ex-
press and the Great North Western
Telegraphs, have challenged the Man-
itoba, Workmen’s” Compensation Act
as unconstitutional and have refused
to be bound by its provisions from
its inception, have paid no funds into
the protective fund of the compensa -
tion board, and have paid no pre-;
miums to the insurance companies,
When a man is injured they abide by
the award of the compensation com-
mission, the commission pays the
award itself and then battles for
weeks or months to collect from the
Canadian Northern _Railway Com-
pany. The government has taken
up the challenge and has retained
Isaac Pitblado to fight its case,

These points were brought out. at
yesterday’s sitting: of the Fallis Royal
Commission which is. investigating
the operation of the Workmen'’s Com-
pensation Act in Manitoba,

GLENGARRIANS GET D.S.O.

One Colonel in Construction Corps and
Other in Strathcona Horse.

Special to The Toronto World.
Cornwall, Jan. 9.—Two more soldiers
from this section have received re-
cognition at the hands of King George,
receiving the D.S.0. TLieut.-Col. Chil-
ton Hervey, C.E., of Lancaster, who
went overseas with the railway con-
struction corps, has received the honor
for splendid service in railway coa-
struction work at the front, and Major
Donald J. MecDonald, son of D. R. Mec-
Donald, ex-M.L.A. for Glengarry, has
been similarly honored. Major Me-
Donald enlisted in the west with the
Strathcona Horse in the fall of 1914
with the rank of lieutenant. He was
wounded in the spring of 1915 and
came home for two months while con-
valescing. On returning to England
he received the Military Cross for gal-
lantly - leading his men after being
wounded. In the recent fighting near
Cambrai the colonel of MeDonald’s
battalion was killed in action early in
the battle, and the young Glengarrian,
who had been promoted to the rank
of major in the meantime, was left in
command of ‘the Stratheona Yiorse.
McDonald is now acting lieutenant- |
colonel., |

SENT BACK TO TIMMINS.

Wacel Charnawski, an Austrian,
was taken back to Timmins, Ont.,
last night by the chief constable of
that town. He will face a charge of
He was arrested in

the Timmins police,

be, we can tell|

easily cut its|.

e Globe's|

Farm, |

'WILL PROBE COST

IN PAPER MILLS

Commissiom;_x;;vWill Send Out
Auditor to Amweertain Out-

lay of Manufacturers. -

U. S. PRICE PLUS DUTY

Fair Rate to Be Charged, iif
a New Order is
Not Made.

Ottawa, Jan. 9.—After discussing
the scope of the investigation—whe-
ther it should embrace the business
of the consumers aa‘well as the man-
ufacturers—Commissioner Pringle to-
night indefinitely adjourned the in.
quiry into the cost of paper used in
magazines and trade periodicals.

The next step will be to send au-
ditors .into ‘the various mills to find
out the'cost. Mr. Pringie in the course
of the discussion said that he might
or might not throw the doors wide
open and ascertain the profits all
round—of the papers as well as the
paper makers, His duty, however,
was to fix a& price, and he considered
the essential in doing it was to ascer-
tain the cost to the manufacturer.

Negotiations '106king to an amicable
settlement of the difficulty as between
the two parties were in progress, but
at the afternoon sitting it was an-
nounced that they were barren of re-
sult. The commissioner commented
on the fact that the time in which the
price is specifically fixed expires on
the 20th. He assumed, however, that
if a new order was not made the
price would not be raised, and re-
marked ' as regards the subject then
under investigation that the American

price, plus, the duty, seemed ﬁube i:.

fair rate to be charged: in w 1

The evidence of H. V. T 1, of . the
"facLean Company, was continued at
he afternoon .sitting. In the course
f ‘his examination by the- commis-
sioner Mr. Tyrell' admitted that both
\the subscription and advertising rates
of his company’s publication had been
increased. : 2 ;

"~ Raised Price and Rates,

.The commissioner at this stage read
a statement made by Mr. Tyrell before
the minister of justice last April, when
a delegation- was- before him asking
for an inquiry into the newsprint sit-
uation, . .. % TR Y

“At that time you said you could
not reduce the quality of the paper
nor increase the rates for fear._ of
American competition. Now I under-
stand you have'raised your subscrip-
tions to, an amount of $27,600 per year
and your advertising by 25 to 85 cents
a line, Were you correct in ‘saying’
that this could not be done or in how'
saying that you have done it?” °°

The witness" answer was that a
that t/me’ the price ©f the American’
magazines had not gone up. He had
to compete with them. “When they
raised their prices we followed suit,”
he said,

Cross-examined , by John M. God-
frey, Mr. Tyrell admitted that the price
of things had gone up generally.
had endeavored to get prices in the
United States, and $5.25 per hundred
was quoted. That meant $7.16 laid
down in Canada, Mr, Tyrell also Baid
that apart from Maclean’s Magazine,
the subscriptioff of The ‘Canadian
Grocer, Hardware and Metal, ana
Canadian Machines had been advanced
from $2 to $8 per year, ]

Commissioner Pringlea calculated
the increased subsdription at $87,-
500 per year.

‘While ‘there was keen competition
beiiween trade. papers because ‘‘tech-
nical information is international,” he
conceded the claim of counsel that
s0 far as Canadian news was con-
cerned the American papegs did not
compete.

A discussion’ then followed as to

the scope of the inquiry. The com-

be able to produce figures as to
| their business. He sald: »

"I am not desirous of having tne
financial statements
‘made public, but I was compmilled to

do it with regard to the manufactur-

ers. I may have to take similar ac-
tion arding the consumers, and I
may not” :

IMr. Hellmuth disclaimed any desire
to sirip the skeleton. of the manu-

facturers, but if the affairs of the.

| newspapers were to be gone into, they
would insist that those of the manu-
facturers *should also be ihvestigsiéd.
The  commissioner
Bir . Thomas White had been ‘“very
reluctant to interfere with the law
of supply and demand.” 5
. Mr. Hellmuth could not see why he

should be, in this agd of severe in-

tenference ang regula.ion. :
J. M, Godfrey demanded a full in-
.vestigation of the newspapers’ pro-

fits as well as those of the manu-

facturers..

The commissioner remarked that
the price had been increased from
$4.50 to $11 a hundred.  He had fail-
ed to see anything on the record to
show the cost had been so increas-
ed. 3 :

Tomorrow the regular newsprint
inquiry will be resumed; the mahu-
facturers having some further -evi-

dence to offer as to the cost of manu=

facture.

CANADIAN PRISONERS.

~ London, Jan. 9—The following Ca-
nadians are reported prisoners: 754-
658, A. Lavolette; 228511, A. Lea:
437077, J. Ballantyne; 776516, Corp. R.
A. Lockwood. At Dulmen-—6387482, C.
A. Mole. At Limburg—561249, Cecil
Wells. At Munster—798704, E. T. Mas-
terson; 797203, F. Willlams; 775571, 'W.
Smith. + 2 7

MACKENSEN FOR WEST,

Rome, Jan. 9. =4 “The : newspaper '

Epoca printed today a Zurich report
that Field Marshal Mackensen had
gone to the French front, where it
was believed he is to replace the Ger-

missioner had remarked that he sup-
posed the Macléan Company would

man Crown Prince in command
around Verdun.

ALE .

These pure hop and malt brews are
triumph of 60
For Sale at All Hotels and Restaurants.

LAGER ' «
really

years' experience.

IMPERIAL

STOUT

delightful — the

One trial will convince you.
Order by the case from your Grocer or Dealer.
THE O’KEEFE BREWERY CO., LIMITED, TORONTO

; PHONE MAIN 4202
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