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aims, of ''>me of his associates—the men with whom be si v, died
and labo.' ^ at the dawn of his strangely varied career.

THE FOUNDERS OF "THE NATION."
It was in 1842 that three young men—Davis, Dillon and Duflfy

—sat down m the Phoenix Park, in Dublin, and there, studying
the unfortunate condition of their country, decided to establish a
paper that would infuse a new and more life-inspiring spirit into
the Irish people. They saw the absolute need of higher and broad-
er education, and the motto of the new organ was "Educate that
you may be free." The success of "The Nation' was immediate,
It was phenomenal. These men and the host of writers who
sprang into existence, with poems, essays and works of deep
thought, as prolific as flowers on a river bank in summer, devoted
themselves to the study of political economy, of the science of
government, and especially of the British Constiution. The sud-
den death of Davis, the prophet and guide of the party, in 1845
brought their grand schemes almost to ruin. The blow was
severe in the extreme. To add to their misfortunes fresh batches
of coercion acts were launched, which only seemed to goad the
people, whom they sought to divert into an opposite pathway.
Then came the famine of 1847. It would seem as if the very ele-
ments had conspired with the prejudiced section of humanity to
frustrate their noble designs. "From the winter of 1846 to ho
summer of 1848 the wing of an avenging angel swept their sky
and soil

;
the fruits died as the shadow passed, and men who had

nurtured them into life saw in the withered leaves that they too
must die," or else leave their homes and betake themselves to
exile.
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DUFFY IN AUSTRALIA.

McGee was at this time an American editor; he had fled from
Ireland in the dark hour, and already was he deeply occupied with
the study of the American system,, its constuution and its princi-
ples. In Ireland an insurrection had broken out, led by William
Smith O'Brien, and that gifted and noble student of political
science has left a monumental work, his "Principles of Govern-
ment," as an evidence of his deep appreciation of British institu-
dons and his honest sorrow that they could not be extended, in all
their perfection of freedom, to his own country.

"The Nation" was seized. Duffy was arrested, accused of
treason-felony and tried in Dublin. By some technicality he
escaped the utmost penalty. With all his brightest hopes and
aspirations shattered, he left his native land and made his way to
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