
SCOTT AND HIS PERIOD.

in concord with neture. Soon follow the poets of the earlyyears of the present century-a galaxy only equalled by th" Iof the beginning of the seventeenth.
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forces actmg on the social world at the close of the last century«ome of which were the following :- .
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following the excess of artisticproductions. People became tired of the artificial form and
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forms tended greatly „.,wards I he formatio,, of a more healthy

.s lively to be lyncal
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chivalry and the s.mple narrative ballads. This fancy for earlvpoetry ,s well marked by the literary forgeries to whTch i /aveoccasion, y,z. :-Macpherso,.'s " Poems of Ossia,^^^' ,&,Chaterton's "Rowley Poems, etc.," Irelamls forger ofShakespeare, and by the publication and imitation of m ny oldpoets, especally Shakespeare and Spenser. But, perhaps themost s,g„,fican,, and certainly .he most influen.ia work of that
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, f r"' '^ "' '" ^S=s had a firm hold on the.magmation of the people ; at times, indeed, a song has been
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/-., and the MarseM.,se. But in this period it had a great i-
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who was passionately fond of i(, and collected hisM.„s,r..U^,f „„ ScoUisH Bonier in i„,i,ati;n of the r1,Z.ndeed, it may be traced in most poets of the period Words'worth says:-" I do no. think that there is an able wiertverse of the present day who would not be proud to acCJledge h,s obligations to the Reli^ues ; I know that it is so "uh
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my own. Another book that marks this antiquarian spirit i.


