
DirFICULTIES OF RELIGION. tSx

Perhaps the most rational idea that we can form of the Supreme Beine theLiving God> IS that the past and the future are witl. him as is the prelr^^f itIS even comprehensible by our finite rational minds. We br ng up^the pas inmemory and recollection, but to the infinite mind all is clear tandin/befo 2Him from eteru.ty. We take in the future periods by projecting our tLuS'forward and anticipating times and events fmm our exp^eriince of ^h^ past b^t
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^ ^!?- ^ ^ watc^hTthe^nightT;as a moment. He is the same yesterday, to-dav and forever I am f« H;«memorial to all generations. Before Abraham was I am. This' eminently correct Idea kept before the mind will relieve it from any dtfficui y aTinfout ofour crude notions of God's dealing with men in afflictiL dispeisaS fhastise-
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r*^ ,^ ^°.'P^'' ^""^ "°'t^ them to Christ in this calling. We ha'venot heard of any plea of injustice set up against the conversionof many souls inministrations of the Gospel, whilst all are not converted. It will not be considered unjnst to punish wicked men in the judgment for unrep^nted s ns Nor"can ,t be unjust to so determine beforehand humanly speaking^ ''Known untoGod are all His works from the foundation of the world. " The nfrXli™- tsof our knowledge and the employment of language suiied to ourTapaS
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fn tv th ."''k''"" TPP"^ "P '" '^' P^«««"t with Him, it is nol unscien^ffico say that an hour and ten thousand years are the same to Him, that Hmit and'succession have no place or application to Him. The Christian has no nlr^el
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he scientist. The word infinite must be applied to evervperfection of the Supreme Creator, Ruler and possessor of the universe els- wecould suppose a being infinite in every attribute, and that being must be\ncreated one wno inhabits eternity, who can learn nothing from any crea ure Hehas produced and cannot be over reached by anyone nor deceivS bv annt-^rance hke those .^Uo see through a glass darkly and are but of veste^rday^'nd'
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"^- ^^ « ;."fi"/tely wise in counsel and excellent in working^ otd fiiculties regarding H.s plans and their execution arise from our limited acqimintance with Him. our too contracted notions of His perfectionTnd ourinfla ted and exorbitant ideas of ourselves, our fancied powerfand rights Andwha have we that we did not receive ? Our knowledge and the language fhatexhibits u to others are all given us, lent us by Him if whom are hid ! II th.
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