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1,776, mnqpxj^i^^U to a raw apd dcfpifed militia, feemed
\^^ cxgr^5YP of 5^1 other illcdrifc^uences, a'difgrace not

to be >pri^. J5ut thcfc l)rfve men had, by a variety

^!;^y^^^» ^
^^^ perhaps it will bethought, through

9mm^ 9rrpr.,^l»4 njilcppdua! ip tl^e art-atiffement

ofthc y^^; Ij^en reduc^^ *^ '^^ch circiimfiances,
an4 W|[cd 'iiii iji' f|ich a manner, thztt no means
wci-cicftfdr aii exertiDiipf iheit force and courage,
fliat were not fubjea to the greateft danger without
Wording a prbfpea of fiiccefs.

Fortun? prevented this periloqs trial in the firft

^ftancc. On ^Ije :aay tbat fucceedcd the tempeft,
tjie dciign waj reaflUmed, but upon a nearer infpec-

don it w^$ difcovercd, that a new work had been
^towk up, whichwas ftroiigerAaii iihy bf tbeformcr,
and lihat the whole were now fo completely fortified,

fliat all ho^p 0/ forcing them was at an end. It

became clear alfo that Bofton was not a fitwation

very happily chofen for the improvement of any
advj^iita^e which might be obtained towards the
reduftion'pf the Colonies. ^

'Nbfliing now remained but to abandon the town,
and to convey the troops, artillery, and ftores, ort

board the ihips. Nor was this laft refort free from
difficulty aiid danger. The enemy, however, con-
tinued quiet in their works, an<i made not the fmal-

left attempt to obftrua: the embarkation, or even
to moleft tlie rear, it is faid, and, though it was pofi-

tively denied by the minifters ifi both houfes, fcems
to be generally believed, that fome kitid of conven-
tion or agreement, whether verbal, or only under-
ftood by fecondary means, was eftablMied between
fhc Commanders in Chief on each fide, and that

the abflaining from hoftility on the one, was the
condition of faving the town on the other. In
](^roof of 4:his it is affirmed, that cdmbuftibles were
ready laid for firing the town, and that the feled

men
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