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put in operation, It produced many almnrmal results. lirin,'inK to
light niirncrous latent pecnliaritits of cuiiency never l.efuru fully
reioi;nized or understiiod.

At present, Imwcvcr, wc must lor.line our .itlctilion t^j the
Canadian aspixt of the sul.jcct. •riioiiKh not re.ili/ini,' the
expectations of its authors in any pan of the Knipire, jet it was
in Canail.i tli.-.t llie measure most completely failed of its ohjcct.
In order to Rive efTect [,, 'le plan adopted liy the Treasury
Hoard, an OrderinCouncil was passed, 2jrd March, i^jj, in
which it is stated that in order to secure the circulation of the
British siK jr and copper money in the colonies, " In \\'. tli.^se

colonies where the Spanish dollar is now, either by I.t.v, fact, or
practice, considered as a ie^al tender for t' e dischari;.; ol debts,
or where the duties to the fl.n-emmeiit a rated nr collected, or
the individuals have a ri-ht to pay, in .. description of coin,
that a tender and payment of liritish silver money to the amount
of +s. 4d. should be considere.l as equivalent to the tender or pay-
ment of one Spa-ish dollar, and so in proportion for any t' 'iter
or less amount of debt ;

" • .\n.l also that liritish copper' -M
be made a legal tender in all the liritish colonies, for its di nd
proper proportions of liritish silver money, as by law established
in Great Britain, but that no person should be compelled to take
more than lid. in copper money at any one payment." Vhe
Lords of the Treasury and Lord llathurst. Secretary of State for
the Colonics, are to give the ne.xssary instructions for putting
this order into efTect.

The only one amonj,' the British officials who seems to have
doubted the feasibility of the measures taken, was James Stephen,
afterwards Sir James Stephen, for many years by common con-
sent the ablest man connected with the Colonial Department,
and after 1S35 the Permanent Under Secretary of State for the
Colonies. He was a: this time legal adviser to the Colonial
Office. On the 31st of March, 1825, in reportinson the Order-in-
Council just referred to. he gave it as his opinion that His Majesty
had no power to alter in this way, such rtiles as had been
established by the lei^islitures of any of the Colonies, with
respect to the value of the Spanish dollar or other corns. How-
ever, the matter being referred to the Attorney and Solicitor


