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Kingston is, in fact, the key of the Great

Lakes, the St. Lawrence and the Rideaii

Canal being their outlets for commerce ; but,

unless railroads are established between the

Atlantic at Halifax and these LakeSjthe prospe-

rity of this and many other inland towns will

be materially affected, as by the enlargement

of the Rideau branches at Grenville, &c. and

the La Chine Canal to the required ship na-

vigation size, Kingston must no longer hope

for the unshipment of bulky goods and the

forwarding trade on which she so mainly

depends ; a glance at the forwarding business

done by the Erie Canal to New York on the

American side, and that by the Welland, St.

Lawrence, and Rideau on the Canadian, being

quite sufficient to prove that all the energies

of the Canadians are required to compete with

their rivals. And for tliis purpose I cite an

extract from a circular put forth by the Free

Trade Association of Montreal, which con-

tains a good deal of sound reasoning on this

subject, amidst, of course, much party feeling

on the Free Trade principle.

11.


