
CANADA AS A FIELD FOll EMlOnATION.

formed luaily all tlic year roiiinl. In ('anadii Kii.><t tln' snow bi';;Jns tu full in November

when culm frosty wi'iitiicr sets in, with a dear Idue sky, iilternattd witii live or six snow-

storms diirin^i' the winter. The snow disapix'ius early in May, when tiie ve;i;etation, wliieh

has been advanein^- fur a nicmth or more under tlu' simw, bursts all at onee into profuse

luxurianee. As fV>r the toil which awaits the settler on the new lands, it is amply rewarded

by the prosperity whieli eomes after, in pniportioii to his industry; and where is the

fltrugf^linj; farmer or down-trndden labourer whn wo\dd not jirefer a few years of aetivo

labour, fcdlowed by imlependenec and ciinifort, to ids present i)osition?

The popidation of Canada in \s-lA was nearly a million and a half, and had doubled in

til'.' ^ireoeding fourteen years, so that it may now be estimated at 'J\ millions. The coloured

people number J}0,OW, and tiie Indians about !(),<»( i(>.

The country between Montreal and Toronto presents a very desirable tield for the

emigrant, both from the fertility of the soil and the numerous rivers, which, besides beini;-

navigable for boats mid barges, alford many eligible sites fur the erection of corn and saw

mills. The Huron district is e(|ually fertile, and even the far-M-est shores of I.ake Superior

will soon echo the sound of the settler's axe, as copjier has been found there in great ])U-

rlty and abundance, and associations have been formed for developing this new sources of

Canadian prosperity.

The points of greatest interest to emigrants of the inda-itrial class are, the demand for

labour, the rate of wages, the price of provisions, and I'le cost of the voyage. Upon
these subjects we propose to give briuily the iid'ormation reijuired: In the first place, tiie

iiner descriptions of manufactured goods are imported from Britain, and artisans engagel

in such branches are not '.vanted ; and inferior Avorkmcn find sonn' diflleulty in obtaining

employment. Bricklayers, house-carpenters and joiners, if good Avorkmen, are in un-

ceasing demand, at from Os. to 7s. per day ; masons are in still greater demand, and earn

from 8s. to 10s. per day. Plasterers are now much required, at from (is. to 7s. per day.

Painters are in brisk demand, as, besides inside painting, wooden houses receive two or

three coats of paint on every part of the outside : wages from Cs. to 7s. per day. Black-

smiths are in constant demand, at from fis. to 7s. per day, without, or £(i i)er month with,

board and lodging. Carriage-makers are required in the towns, and are able to earn

fYom 5s. to 7s. per day. Tinsnviths earn Gs. per day, Avith board and lodging ; and

many masters send waggons into the western parts of the country, bartering tin-wares for

furs, which are sold at Montreal for shipment to England. Shoemakers usually succeed

well in Ihiding employment, notwithstanding the quantity of cheap shoes imported from

the United States : they arc paid by piece-work, as in this country. Tailors, if first-rate

hands, find ready emidoyment, at good wages. The demand for printers is limited;

wages from £2 to £2 lUs. per week. Good seamen are much sought for, llie trade upon

the great lakes, especially as regards 5-teani navigation, being rapidly or?, the increase :

wages, fnmi £3 4s. to £') 12s. jier month ; mates, £l to £'>; masters, £10 to £12. The
ivitions are good, too; but it must be remembered that navigation is suspended from

Christmas till the Ijeginning of Miiv, when the lakes are frozen. Most of them have been

Scotch fishennen, and find emiiloyment at farm-work during the winter, so that they

often save money, and not a few have purchased land and become farmers. ]"'arni-

labonrers get 12s. per week and their l)oard: employment is easiest found in the west.

Female servants get from £10 to £12 per annum, and good cooks from £12 to £15: Eng-
lish or Scotch are preferred to natives. Dressmakers, milliners, needlewomen, iVe., are

in very great demand, and earn at least twice as much as in England,

It is only in West Canada that mechanics and labourers are lodged and boarded b\-

their emplo^ ers ; but board and lodging of a very superior description are to be had in

all the towns at ti-om 10s. to 12s. per week. Tiie usual hour for breakfast is seven or

eight, when the table is spread with steaks, chops, ham, or bacon and eggs, with good
bread, roasted potatoes, and coffee or tea. The dinner hour varies from twelve to two,

when roast or boiled beef or pork, with fruit pie or pudding, is served ; in cold weather,

good soup id sometimes substituted for meat, and poultry or game occasionally vary the

good cheer. The h 'ur for tea, or supper, as it is generally termed hi Canada, is six or

seven, when the cold meat is placed on the table, with tea or c(>tTee, and a liberal sixply

of preserves, such a* apple.s, plums, peaches, or cranberries.


