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her tongue, the increase of her commerce and licr ever-

widening renown, and woe betide the Government or
Statesmen who, because its inhabitants are few in

number and politically of small account, should disre-

gard the wishes or carelessly dismiss the rej)resenta-

tions however bluff, boisterous or downright, of the
feeblest of our distant colonies. No, gentlemen, neither

England or Canada would be content or happy in any
settlement that was not arrived at with your own
hearty approval and consent, and equally satisfactory

to every section of your Province; but we appeal to
your moderation and jDractical good sense to assist us
in resolving the present difficulty,—the gemus of the
English race has ever been too robust and sensible to

admit the existence of an irreconcileable element in its

midst. It is only among weak and hysterical popula-
tions that such a growth can flourish;—however
hard the blows given and taken during the contest,

Eritishers always find a means of making up the
quarrel, and such I trust will be the ca^e on the pre-

sent occasion. My functions as a constitutional ruler

are simply to superintend the working of the political

machine, but not to intermeddle with its action. I
trust that I have observed that rule on the present
occasion and that, although 1 have addressed you at
considerable length, 1 have not said a woi^d which has
not been strictly within my province to say or has
intruded on those domains which are reserved for my
responsible advisers. As I warned you would be the
case, I have made no announcement, I have made
no promise, I have hazarded no opinion upon any
of the administrative questions now occupying the
joint attention of yourselves and the Dominion. I
have only endeavoured to correct some misapprehen-
sions by which you have been possessed in regard to

matters of historical fact, and I have testified to the
kind feeling entertained for you by your fellow.subjects

in Canada, and to the desire of my Government for the
re-establishment of the friendliest and kindest rela-

tions between you and themselves, and I trust that I
may carry away with me the conviction that from
henceforth a less angry and irritated feeling towards


