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army of men, whune earnings have done much towards building up
the western section of the city. One of the most extensive in the

neighborhood is W. Hilton ^ Co.'s furniture fa(;tory, which em-
ploys the year round from loO to liOO men. The workslK)ps con-

sist of two brick buildings, four stories in height, 200 feet by 40.

The whole machinery of which is driven by water, equal to tifty

horse power. Having a little time :\i our disposal, we took a ram-

ble through the interior, and were much grntitied with the result.

Many things formerly drenmt not of in our philosophy, were, (ni

this occasion, made manifest. Our curiosity respecting many,

hitherto to us, incompi-ehcnsi])le doings, appeared now of the most

simple nature. One of the most inteicstiiig attractions to us was

the process of making mirror ])lates, whieh are here turned out in

immense quantities, iioni the humble cottager's six inch by four

looking-glass, to the mammoth mirror of the fas]iional)le drawing-

room—nine leet by six. The work done in our presence for

inspection of the same, was the smaller size before named, and

certainly the process sui'prised us l»y its extreme simplicity. As

clearly as possible, we will furnish the unposted with a r(*ugli out-

line : A S(piare, wooden fi-anie is before the workman, Tq)on which

he lays a sheet of tin foil of the desired size ; this Ibil is then

covered Avith (piicksilver ; a sheet ot ordinary ])ai)'.'r is laid over

the same, and again the plate of glass, lirst well cleaned, sur-

mounts the whole ; the sheet of paper is then gently withdrawn,

aiid the job is coni])]ete. In answer to our in(piiries respecting

the use (»f the pa])er, we were informed that liy this means the

scum of the silver, ami all air bubl)ies wvn: ejected. The large

hized mirror ])lates, before alluded to, are made on liug(! stone beds,

and of course reipiire nmch more care ami .--killfiil treatment in

the manufacture. After l)i'ing tinislied, tliev aiv Id't in the frame

for several days, pressed down \\ith a large nunilier of heavy iron

weiirhts. We were told that the AA-orkmen were not allowed to

continue at the silvei'ing })rocess more than tw<» or three days in

succes.^ion, owing to the injurious inthicnce it has upon the health.

We have been somewhat lengthy in our remarks on this particu-

lar department, as it is the only i)lace, if we mistake not, in the

Don "'lion, where such work is done. A further inspection of the


