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I'kctisc' -y>lclll 111' ~.||(tf^sii>|| to llic lllloiir, ulli'll

|itfvailf(hilM> ill rii<»t of til*' ntiL;lil><»iiriiii.' <((iiiitiif>. Ml

lUfiiihtTs uf tlu' |Miii(»-lv faiiiils utiT i'litj:il»|f for tin-

-,ll(.'('«>si(>ll ; hut the tii_'llt nf sclfit illli itiiiotlir tllfUl li\

\sith ail a>sciiil»ly comitoMMl of tlic hiirlu'r iioltility ainl

ilcrL'S'. All was well if a |»riiicc h'ft oiil\ one siicorssoi

lint if there were several, even if natnral cliildn-ii, ilaiiii

mil; tile rlL'lit to rule, then t-ach endeaxoiired to lmIii o\e!

the iioltility with |iroiiiises. ami often even soiii^ht the

'iiplioit iif iieijzliln'iiriiiL' eoiintries This sy>teiii reii

ilered easier ami hastened the estahlishment of Tiirkish

iloinlnatioii : and eoiin|)tion and iiitri<.'nes, in whieh

e\en the SiiHaiTs harem had a share. Iieeaiiie ea|iilal

faifors in the ihoice and election of thi- niler.

Keoiioinieally and intoHectually all this was disastrous

The Kuiiianians were an aLM'ieiilt ura' people The

nunierous class of small freeholders (iiuh^hiii iii and

liizr.sh'i ).iuA lieiiiL' ahle to pay the e.xorliitant taxes, often

had their lands coidiseated l»y the princes Often, too

Hot heiiiL' aide to support themselves, they s(»ld their

propert\ and their very selves to the hi^ landowners.

Xor did the nobles (/^r///(//v/s) fare h< Her. Kormerly free.

<piasi feudal warriort.seekin^fortiinein it-ward for services

rendered to their prince, they wcit- often siihjected to

coercixf treatment on his part now that the throne

di'jMiided upon the ifoodwill of inllueiitial persona<^es at

( oiistantiiiople. N'arious civil (jtlices were created at

( "ourt.eitheriieeessifated hy t he extension of the relations

of the count rv or intended to satisfy .some favourite of

the prince. Sources of .social position and threat material

heiietit. these offices were covetcdj/ieedily l)y the hoyurds,

and those who ohtained none could only hope t(» clieat

fortune hy doiim their l»est to undermine the position

of tlie |.ri!',ei-


