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conquerors. But so loni,^ as nations and
individuals fiL,du instead of co-work, wc can at

least expect the defeat of the very worst and the

success of all that will best serve to l)rin^ about
in the end the very best."

The sccf)nd letter contains the followlncr

vigorous words :
—

"You ask how I feel about the U.S.A. and
the war. My thoughts and feelings have exactly

paralleled those of Woodrow Wilson, and \

think his have paralleled those of the majority
of us. As I size us up, we are an idealistic

people temp(Ted witli a good deal of prag-
matism. It was our pragmatism that kept us out
(jf the war when we might have entered, and now
it is our idealism that has taken us into it when
we might keep out. 'Ihe fact is we have never
really been in doubt as to the issue; that is why
we have not hastened to enter. Could we have
foreseen that without our assistance the war
would drag on for three years and take such a
heavy toll of Ife and property I believe we
would have entered when Belgium was invaded.
^'ou see. when the war broke lik(> a bolt out of a
char sky \\c were all so surprised that we didn't
know v.hat to think or do—compKte ' unf)re-
p<'n-(xlncss

' for anything of the sort and the
first thmgtf.at came to mind was the thing oftenest
d-nned into our ears -Washington's advice to
beurin^ of entangling" alliances with F^urope,
(H cMiirsc. wc thou'jht that it would all be
over in about thne months, anr! that the Powers


