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An honest effort is apparently being madie to
curtail credit buskiness throughout tho couriry.
The Brandon 7Tmes rceentiy salit: IlOur
Merchants are gott.ing a setticinent fmcon eus.
tetera for oid recotinte by not, and are now
positiveiy reftssitîg credit anti are seiiing oniy
for cash or trade." Tiub is only an indication
of what fe bclug attomptedl in ailier parts of the
country. It le te ho hopedn tho efforts ia this
direction wili bc faithfuliy foiiowved up, until
thic presant aystein lias licou conipletely revalu.
tionized. Country marchants have beau seiling
tbeïr gods freely on credit, anti as the past
year was a poor one for crops, thay have beau
able to get in but vcry littie moiîoy on accouat.
The resuit in that whito thcy have partcd wittî
titeir gonds, thcy are unatle to got in enough
cash tu meet tlicir liihîiities, muchlenbs te
purchase ncw gonds. White country dealers
are bard up for cash, they have large assete in
the ferra o! book accounits, which as a ride are
cinsidcred very much lessa desirabla than stock
in trade. The farme a have liabilities due tu
iniplement moen and otiiersi, te ivitoin they have
givon niotes, and the storekeepers are about the
tast ones te rcccive tlîeir pay, conqequently in
a 11gb t crep year, there is vcry littloeuah left
foc the country marchants after other creditors
have been paid.

The prenant seait hs been a vcry sevece
une ilion many storckeepers, owiiig te the
ressons referrcd to aboya, and tbcy aire hegin-
niog te sec tue fuliy of this credit systemt which
hias been carried te suclu extreines in this coun-
try. Hence the eff.iK8 now being put forth te
cturtail the evil. Of course it will bo scry
diîfflcîiit te coliect outstanding accosînts hefore
anotiior crop coames in, and the bebt that cati
ba doun mnany instances it te secure settle.
ment by nlote'. However, by closing down
n0w upen credit business as niuch ne possible,
the farnîers wili bo forccd te economize, anit it
will thus be casier for thcm te square up alter
next lîarvest. The marchants wilI soit fewer

ois, but this wri! ha better fer them, ais the
larger their pîurchases, without the cash te pay
for them, the worae it will be for them.

Il ;relit business liad been more reatrictcd
in yetin liant, the country would new ha in a
gooçd deal botter shape te pull tliough a close
year like the prcsent. Unsder a dloser cash
ayatenb, the farmors would have cconc'mi7ed in
tirtpurchases. Thoy would net biu gone 50

freely loto debt upon the strength of a crop
flot yet harvested, anti wbea the harvebt didt
not turn out as god as expected, thcy would
have fewer liabilities te meet. The f ree c.redit
sytera vhih ba heretofere bau in vogue bias
Wa the oppusite affect. It is a Meatureo f
humuanity that prospects look bettair in the
future, and tlis feature bora of hopie, leads
Msauuy te ovcrrcacls thcmsc'vas hy auniing
largo liabilities, especially wiîcn it is mrade se
easy fur theîn te do zoby the credit nysjtera of
%lie country. It îs hopedthat the lebuon of tho

prescrnt wfill net be forgotten, and if the trade
of the country profit by the exporienco and
carry ent a reforîn, it wiIl ho botter for tho
future.

Oneocf the causes which leaude te extrema
credit business, ia tihe liaire ta do a6 large Lit.
loess. ltu order te keep the g*oods moving,
turn over a lot cf stuff, anti have tho store full
of cîustomcers, soma decalers will give credit
altognthcr tee freely. If only thueo ls an ap.
pearavco of a rîusluing business iL is ail right,
whetnci or net any mooy 15 coming in. This
is all wvring. Boettor do hall the bosiness and
bo able ta meut obligations wshen (tue, than do
e. rusliing credit trade and hc chrenicaliy bard
up anci unabie te meict notes.

There is ton înuch carrying aIl arounti. Re.
tait dealers are carrying eustemert right aiong
frem yes.r te ycar. If thcy get sotticd up once
a year, they are lcy, and thon thcy hegin
at once te catry the custemer for another
yaar. Witb saune cii'ort tis catrying system
couid ho largely ohviated. There wciuid ho jus,.
about as nsucb scuisa in tho unerchant reqsuiving
that ho ho paiti an amocunt in advaocc equal
te the catimiateti requireirents cf bis customer
for a ycar ahoati, as there le in tho presant
car-ying systcm. Thon, as the retailer carnies
tho consumer, bo muet in tutu bo carricd by
the wvboicsaler, witie the whnIcsaier ls obliged
te seck the aisistan *ce cf the batiks, in order
that lie may carry the retailer. And the inter.
est on the moîîjoy necessary for ail this canrying
goes te the castera capitaliste. Now that a
start bas hccn maudo taenuti credit huiincss,
it is earnestiy te ho hoped that it will resit in
a great reduction of 'lcarrying> ail arounti,
thereby placing traite upon a more sale lua-n
dation. Ino enter te ha successful, thç' mnove-
ment te curtail credit muet ficmt ha applicti te
the consumer, andi gradually increased and
steadily perdisteti in until it ha.- pccîneated the
tracie throughiout.

MINING IN BRITISH COLUMB1&.
IL hegina te look as though aining eperatiens

in British ColumLia witi ba caïried on with
vigor this year. There ara indications of a
active mevemont in sevoral directions, as soon
as spring weather sets in. Prospecta wcre
never hetter than at the prenant Mina, and 1890
(s likely te prove a year cf gonuina pregres in
the developaient cf the great minerai wcalth cf
the province.

Ona very encouraging feature which points
te activity fa the direction indicattd, is tbe
estahlihment cf sîneiters. Hleretofore the
work cf developing the mines lias heeu at a
great dfsadvantage, as tisere were noesmeltars
in the ceuntry. The hient that minors. coull do
was te prospect the country, locate dlaims, and
de ooiy enougb developroont work te demen
strate the value cf their finds. Now the situa.
tien is aatinciy changed, andi next spriag mina
ownors will ha aite te i3ýprt in w~ith the
knowlcdge that amcîters are at band, where
thoy can ship their ores at iight coat fer redute.
tien orsale, This should ho agreat encourage.
ment te theîn te go ln andi dovolop their p top.
orties ini earnest.

A largo aielter bas bean establfshed at
Reaoitoke, a town on the main lUne cf tha

Canadian Pacife raiiway, andi convenlent te
tho mineraI districts cf tho intorlor. Ravel.
stoko aise bas the ativantaga of bcbng situateti
on the navigable water cf the Ciolumbia river.
The Rovoistoito ameiter is unticrstooti te ho a'i
rcady for operation, as scont as work caui ba te-
sumed in the mines in tho spring. It aboutit
prove of inestimable value in devoleplng the
minerai, wt'alth cf the interfor.

At the coast tho Vancouver smcelter ham heen
purchaset hy a local comapany, sî-ith the Inten-
tion cf cempidting and oerating tha property.
The ontorpriso cf estahlishing a amelter at
Vancouver was unilertaken last yean hy an
Engish syndicate, andi a goond deal cf nsoney
was expendeui in carrying coit the work. Fi.
nancial uificuitieu, howcvcr, oercame the
ceînpany just about tise time the smcirer was
coînpletcd. The coîîîpany secms te have start.
cd in with insutflict capital, anti probabiy
coosidcraiîi cash sues dissipated, tbrough liait
management. Tho company aise investeti a
gondi deal cf capital in purcbasing iiininng prop-
ortiets white the Mucîeter was under construction.
At any rate, the sineLer %vas solti te satfsfy
dlaims agaitist tho coinpany, andi iL wsus pur.
chascd by a local syndicate of Vancotivecites,
at a emai portion cf (Os original cest. Mining
proparty, ii addition te the saielter, whieh la
spiti te hava catit the Engish syndicate about
,Q80,000, wu% aise purchased by the Vancouiver
people, at focceti sale, for a few thouttanti dcl.
lare. Having secu reti thesse valibie pro pertdes
at such atrilling cost, the Vancouver people
will nec douhit ha able te complote andi op-
erato tha smclter te gondl atvantage, thus soeur.
ing another aid in the develepaient of the
minerai resources cf the province.

Anothen syndicato bas an coterpnise la banti
for the estaigishiing cf a smelter at Golden, a
point also on the main line cf the Canadien
Patcifie and the Columbia river. Golden also
bias a censiticrabia stretch o! navigable water,
in addition te the riilway, which wiIl ho of
service in hrbnging ores te tba propiseid smal.
tac. Thosa interesteti in the Golden saiciter
say they bava tho necessary plant for a forty
ton amelter, purcluaeti and paiti for, and the
werk ivili commence early in the spring, under
the direction of a mining engineer wbo bas been
engageti.

These and sevecai other hopeful features in.
ducaLe greater activity in davaloping the minerai
weaith cf British Coînunhjia. than bas avec before
beau witoessed, anti the prospects fer 189D aro
bright. With the ettablishaient o! thestoalterb,
tisera (sunereaason%çhy tise great minerai ne-
sources cf Liseprovioce shoulti romain longer
dormant,and once an ara cl active tieveiop.
moent sets in, great resuits inay bc expecteti.
In the prosperity iih %vouid fohiow, the sot.
tiers cf tba prairie would share. Activity in
miaing la British Columbia, wouid aican tise
building up of prospenous tOWns, autd Un 11n-
et-easeti demaint for tise surplus produce of tise
prairie farmers. Butter, eggs, cheese, ineats,
etc., ivouiti ha requircd in larger quantities,
andi thes" iveuit aaturally bc 8upp'.ied hy
Manitoba andi the Terri-ries. Thse deveiop-
nment ef this great minerai country te tise west
fa tiserefoeo te ho desired, in tisa intercst cf thse
prairia country, as wail asi tihe province in
which thits minerai wealth abounds,


