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fied that publicity is being given to ail that is of gencral inter-
est in connection wvith the .tffair."

AN OTTAWA MAN'S OP'INION.
An Ottawa ncwspaperman WritCS L>RZNrl:îZ AN'I) PUIILISII

In discussing the incident, 1 think it is only fair to assume,
*d with regard ta banquets, especially, whiclî seemn to stand alone

as a class of ncwspaper assignment, that the gathering is af a
private nature unless newspapermen are exprcssly bidden ta the
spread. Wvhen, bowever, copies af the speeches at a private
banquet are supplied ta the newspapers, as in the case of the
entertainmients ta Lord Herschell, it is, of course, optianal with
the newspapers wbether they sbould polblish thens or tiat. But
no ncwspaper, 1 think, shauld allow one af its staff ta be put in
the position ai being rebufied by cads, such as we ofîen find
managing functions of this kind.

" In the matter af the Aberdeen banquet, especiilly, wiîen
publicity ta the speech ai the guest was the principal abject
aimed at, it seems ta me that the camimittee were entirely in
errar when they neglectcd ta invite the îiewspaper repre-
sentatives.

II0f course, this is a subject which has been discussed time
and time again, and an which you will always find difference af
opinion. Same peaple take the view that, as a newspaper is simply
a purveyor ai news, there should be no standing on dignity, and
laaked at [rom this standpoint it would have been the duty oi
the newspapcrmen ta hang raund the daors ai the banqueting
hall, but this is the viewv which I cannat accept."

THEI VIEV OF~ AN OLD REPORTER.

tîy J. T. Clark. Saturday Night.

Reports came iramn Ottawa recently that tickets far the
banquet ta Lord Aberdeen in that City were not to be sent
ta the press representatives at the Capital. It 'vas rumored
in Taranto about the saine time that free tickets for the banquet
in this city wouid not be sent ta the newspapers, and items
crept into print recalling previaus instances wbercîn the aver-
laoking oi the press in tbis way had resuited in the failure af
the ncwspapers ta report the speeches made an thase occasions.
It seems ta be taken for granted that the newspapers insist upon
free tickets for banquets. Do they ?

The columns of your paper seemn ta, he open for the making
of such an inquiry as tbis.

Perhaps there are many newspapermen who, if placed on
exactly the same footing as men in other professions, would not
find in this trcatment cause for falling into a rage. In country
places where the proprietar af a paper is aiso editar and reporter
-wbere this editor is ai such local importance that bis presence
at a banquet is necessary ta the success af the evening as well
as necessary ta the reparting af the affair in the newspaper-
in such a case as thîs the tendering ai a complimentary ticket
Ivnay be quite proper.

Have we nat, however, in aur large chties perpetuated a
rural practice the discontinuance ai which would flot degrade,
but clevate the standing of tbe profession ?

In Toronto, I tbink, the average newspaperman is vastly
bored by dinners and concerts and lectures. H1e cannat possi-
bly use ail] the '< passes I sent him. H1e seldamn goes near any

of these thtngs unless bis duty ta bis piper requires it ai himi.
The mani wvb actually reports the speeches at a banquet nearly
always glides unobtrusively into the roonil as tlîe first toast is
proposed. Iii his pocket, unused, is the ticket that cntitled
him ta a seat at the banqjuet. 0f cliaice, lie dinied ai hîomie or
at bis restaurant, filled aine or two ailier assigniments, and finied
lus arrivai ta suit the " news " requiremients ai t'le alirs, -lc
enjoys a goad dinner as well as anoîber, but observation teils
aine that the experienced rep)orter docs nut often use a.po
fessional ticket at a dinner unless tlie dîners are people aniong
wham lie has a large personal acquaintance. Business is busi-
ness, and the newspapermian bias a social circle ai lus own thai
meets his social needs.

It seems ta me tiîat tbe lueé ai the newspapernman would bu
sounder and more sclf.respccting if at banquets lie citiier
attended an the same footing as other gucsts, or arrived iii lis
professional capacity at the bcginning ai tie toast list, ta find a
table supplied witb canveniences for tue taking down of a gaod
repart. The idea, is, I tbink, wortb discussing, and I write yau
because your paper goes ta the profession without circulathîg ta
any great exient arnong auter barbarians.

MONTH'S NEWS IN BRIEF.

The Arichat, N.S., Record lias been enlarged.

Salin A. Garvin bias joined The Ottawa Frce Press staff.
Tfli Middlctan, >4.5., Outlook lias nîoved muao new (luarters.
The Partage la P'rairie Review ivas conipletely burned out

Oct. 27.

The Kentville, >4.S., Chronicle lias agaîn clîanged lîands.
Sold ta F. WVickwire.

A. H. Dunning, business manager, St. John Tlegraplî, lias
been visiting Montieal and Toronto.

The Commercial is Uic nanue ai a neî%v weekly at Chatlîami,
N4.B., whicb makes tbree for ibat tawn.

Samuel & James WVatts, l)roprictors of 'llie WVoadstock,
N.B., Sentinel for 38 Years, have dissolvud.

C. IV. I.awton, ai The Paris Review, ivas nîarriedl October
26 ta Miss Margaret Ames. Mr. Lawton lias tue goad wishes
ai aIl bis conireres.

Jamues liwin bas sold The Lucan Sun ta MNr. Phillips, af 'l'lie
Toronîto Mail and Empire, and Mr. Crossland, of the St. Mlarî's
journal, and has revived Tue Brussels Hcrald.

The MNontreal Star intends ta issue a litge special cdition ta
celebrate the attamcent ai a 50,000 circulation for the daiiy, and
a zoo,ooo for the weekly edition. lu is ta be called a *1jubile
numher and will be vcry ciaborate in its get up.

John R. Sawie, af Trhe Welland 'relegraph, died Oct. 20,
aged 45. Mr. Sawle was a Devonshire mail and fîad beeni 14
years in Canada wherc he lîad made maîîy fricnds. 1-lis brother,
Henry Sawle, publisiies Tbe Caledonia, Ont., Sachîem.

BEAUTY SHOW IN PROSPECT.

The Canadian Magazine is arranging ta print the picures af
tbe editars af tbe leading Canadian papers. Thîis ought ta bc
the biggest beauty show tbe world bas ever secti.-Vancouver
Province.
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