August, 1873, |

CANADA LAW JOURNAL.

[VorL. IX., N.S.—241-

REvIEWS,

can well believe, also, that ¢ the experi-
ence gained by the author while acting as
Teferee under the Act for Quieting Titles
28 also enabled him to make a number of
Practical suggestions, and to add many
Important, but unreported decisions and
x‘uh.ng.‘,rs on cases arising under that Act,
Which it is exceedingly desirable the pro-
fession should be acquainted with, and
OVer one hundred new decisions have been
added to those commented on in the for-
mer edition. .
Mz, Taylor adheres to the arrangement
of contents then observed, nor could he
ave done better within the limits he has
Prescribed to himself; but our readers
are 5o familiar with the book that it would
8 simply a waste of time to refer to it at
ngth—indeed it is almost unnecessary for
e publishers to do more than announce
at a second edition is printed to canse a
Arge and rapid sale of one of the handiest
3d most useful little books ever offered
% the profession in this country. .
t does mnot pretend to “supersede or
%en rival the more extended treatises
% English writers,” but it does in fact
8lve safe, accurate, and, for most practical
EHTPOSeS, eomplete information upon the
Arlous subjects embraced in it. It is now
30 essential part of the library of cvery
a";w)’el‘ in Ontario, and it will probably
%0 command a large sale in the English
Peaking Provinces of the Dominion.
i he book is a credit to the publishers
an (‘ia!l that pertains to their department,
th it would be diflicult to distinguish
b 8 mechanical part of it from a law hook
Ii:b_hshed by auny first-class English pub-
ing house.
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hehm is a new book on an old subject.
ig 2uthor has not deemed it necessary,
whmakmg his bow to the public, to &8y

i ¥ he has written on the law of Crim-

Yighy tonsp"racies. We have, however, &

iy ¢ O assume that his aim is to instruct

. Y18 branch of the law which he has
the®n, and to do so to more advantage
to L any of his predecessors. 1f we are
ty JUdge -of his purpose by the phrase
U from Lord Dacon’s Iilements, 8l

published on the title page of the book,
it is “ to reconcile contrarieties.”

The work opens with a general history
of the law of Criminal Combinations,
This the author divides into three periods,
of which the first ends with the sixteenth
century, and the second with the eigh-
teenth century. e shows that during
the first of theso periods no conspiracy,
confederation or combination was eriminal
except the crime of conspiracy as defined
by the Ordinance of Conspirators, 33 Ed. I,
as consisting in confederacy or alliance
for the false and malicious promotion of
indictments and pleas, or for embracing
or maintenance of various kinds. He
shows that during the second period the
strides made were considerable, till it was
finally settled by the Star Chamber in
1611 in Poulterer’s case, that although
the crime of conspiracy, properly so
called, was not completc, unless in a case
of conspiracy for maintenanee, some suit
had been actually maintained, or in case
of conspiracy for false and malicious in-
dictment, one party, the party against
whom the conspiracy was directed, had
been actually indicted and acqui'tted.
Yet the agreement for such a conspiracy
was indictable as a substantive offencq,
since there was a criminal intent mani-
fested by an wcf done in furtherance of
it, viz., the agreement. Ie then shows
that by an easy transition the agreement
or confederacy itself came to be regarded
as the offence itself, although the traces
of the original distinetion between &
completed conspiracy and the mere agree-
ment to commit it, long contmuec} to be
found. He then shows that during the
third period, from 1800 to 1872, the
most prominent characteristic of the law
of conspiracy is its extended application
to combinations of workmen.. He refers
to the 39 Geo. IIL,cap. 81; 39 and 40 Geo.
TIL, cap. 106, and the 5 Geo. IV, cap. 95,

the latter of which continued in force till

1871. He also adverts to the 22 Viet.,
cap. 34, on the course of the review.
He points to the fact that in the discus-
sions which took placo under these stat-
utes, the jquestion was raised, and .b.e’
came the subject of doubt, .Whgther in
any and in what cases, combinations for
purposes dealt with by the acts, or 1for
other analogous purposes, are CIDINAL at
common law. He concludes this portion
of the work by saying that © the effect



