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guarantee securities. It niist, hownever,
be borne in miîîd that there woild be
besides these, $.5,500,000 of Dominion
securities to represent the other 50 per
cent. WVe confess that Our rmîarks on
the proposed scienie are submitted with
diffidence, as wve do not perceive loiw any
large increase te the circulation of Do.
minion notes can be obtained until after
the expiration of the present Bank Char.
ters, and wve do net understand tfi dis'
tinction betwneen Domiiiiion guarantee
securities and the Dominion bends now
leld as reserve. While on the subject
w'e may observe that .the Dominion note.
stateinent w'ouilc be more satisfactory if
it gave the gold and Dominion securities,
shîowing that they wiere together equal te
the circulation.

THE BOUNDARY QUJESTION.

In a fen' weeks it wîill be 210 years since
a very indefinite grant of territory and
trading privileges was iMade by King
Charles the 2nîd te the Hudimî lsonî's 3ay
Company. FI'oi the grant Of the charter
te the preseit day a constant wvarfare lias
been cari'ied on, oni the subject cf the coin-
pany's claim te territory, for the first cen-
tury with tfe Freicfi, and le inodern
tiies w'ith Ciiafad, as constituted alter
the coiquest by the lîimperial Parhaniit.
It n'as fhoped that when the Canadian
Dominion liad acquired the righiti of the
comîpany, by the surrender of the entire
territory te the Ciowni, there would have
been ain end te these controverbies, but,
sad te reltte, the difficulties appear to be
more foriundaule than ever, if ive mnayjidge
froin the speech of the Lieut o.'vernor
of Ontario et the close of' the late Session,
and froi the resofutious adopted by the
Legislative Assembly ôf that Proviice
with unusuai unanimim'ty, hie subject fias
become one of'great importance, although.
ive fiesitate te adopt the opinion which
seens te be entertained by the opposi-
tion, that the ceomilittee selected by Mir.
Dawson, M. P. for Algema, is iiitended as
a screen l'or the Dominion Government.
We shall endeavori te pi'esent fairly te our
readers the points iii controversy. An
evening contemporary lias affirmied that
ail statesmen, including the particular
statesmen wv'ho fraied the Britislh North
America Act, behfeved thiat the northern
boucdary of old Canada "followved the
water'shed of the St. Law'rence Valley,"
andi he lias furnished a map giving " the
old line of On tai'no," w'hîich is in accord-
ance wvitfh the extremae pretensions of the
Iiudsonî's Bay Company. Now ten years
bef're the passage ot the British North
AmericîîAct, the Goverinment of Canada,

Sir Jonli A. Macdonald being Attorney
Genieral, accredited the late Chief Justice
Draper to the Iiperial Governinent, to
protest against those very pretensions of
the fiidson's Bay Company, which it is
now11 alleged wiere adlitted at the tiie of
tfhe passage of the British North America
Act. At that time M'r. Cauchon n'as a
collcague of Sir John A. Macdonald and
Cominissioner of Crown Lands, an lie pre-
paried an elaborate ieniorandui on the
subject of the bounfaies, and most
assuredly did not adiit the above des-
cribed clain of the Huîidson's Bay Com-
painy. Iln 1857, a conmittce was appointed
by tfh Canîadian Assemnbly te collect evi-
dence as to the riglits cf te coipany, and
amiong the witnesses exanmined n'as Mir.
W. McD. Dawson, brother of' the meiber
foi' Agomna, the chairiian of the Com-
mîîittee of' 1880. Thifat gentleman stated
that lie had made this subject I a par-
ticular object of study fori many years2
Referring te the decision of 1818 in Quebec,
whic is chiefly relied on in support of
the line due north f'rom the confluence
eo' the Ohio anfd Mississippi Rivers, Mr.
Danison said: 'i harfly thiiik that any
"isurveyor, geographer or celiieator' of

boinihtries of any experience ci' scien-
tific attainients woufld concir in that

Scdecision." And again referring te t.he
bouilary said te hlave been recognizedl by
the frameirs of the British North America
Act, the watershed of the St. Law'rence,
fie said "for vhicfh there is no earthly
authority except tieimselves."

RorEsTs oF cANAA AGAINsT iiuDso's iiAty
cosiMPANY.

At the time wlien Canailida, represented
by the Goverimen t of Sir Johin Macdonaild
n'as miaking a vigorous protest throughî its
Crown Lands Commissioner, Mir. Cauchon,
and its able representative, Chief Justice
Draper, against the inclefensible claims of
the Rudson's Bay Company, it wvas a unit,
but the disputed territory formed part of
tfhe old Proince of Upper Canada,and if'the
pretensionofSir Johnf Macdonald's Govern-
ment was just in 1 57, it would he part of
Ontarilionw. In 1809, Sir George Cartier
and the Hon. Wni. Macclotigall, memnbers of
SirJohn A. Macdonald's Government,visit.
ed Englaind ta contest the territorial claims
of the Hiudson's Bay Company, se that it
would be iardly possible for any one te he
more thoroughmly comnmiîtted agaiiist those
clains tfhan the Dominion Premier. It is pes
sible that Sir John A. Macdonald may hold
the opinion that, w'hereas, in 1f5and 1869,
he was bound te maintiin the boundary
that wrould give most territory te Canada,
lie is, nov that the entire territory of the
Judson'sBay Company lias been surren-
deredt te he, Dominion, equally bound te

niaintain a contr'ary viewv. One thing,
however, is clear, which is, that if Canada
w'as righit in 1857 and in 1869, the Domin-
ion is wrong in f88) in aflìrming the 1ld
pretensions of the fudson's Bay Coin-

pany, whici, as Mr. McD. Dawsoa niost
correctly stated, have I ne earthly au tihor-
ity except tiemselves.' The probability
is that Sir Jolin A. Macdonald lias ilever
beien able te devote inuchi time te the
stucdy of the bondary question ; indeed, in
noticiig in his late speech somae articles on
the subjel'.t which appeared in this journal
in 3878, he attributed them to a journal
w'hici- lias no existence, the Monetavy
lReview. le seems to be under the ii-
pression that the arbitrators adopted a
" conventional oniidary," whichi is gene-
r'ally uidiestood te inean a compromise
betwveen confliciting clainis. There is
nothing in the awvard which vas publislied
in this journal at the tinie te lead te the
supposition that it nwas a ceiproinse.

Tnl wids'EitN BOUAMIR.

'lie reially impiiiortaiit point for decision
is Uie western bouiiary, whicl it is pre-
tended by sone is a fine drawn due north
f'roim the coifliience ofthe rivers Ohio and
Mississippi. IL imust he borne in mind
that by the treaty of peace beteeen Great
Britain anl France, concluled at Paris in
1763, it nwas agreedl that; "for ue future
I the confiies fIetwe en li the dominions of
"IIis Britannic Majesty anl those of lis
" Most Christian Mujesty ii that part of
' the world sha l'e fi xed irrevocaibly ly a

line drawin along fie illidle of the
" River Mississippi, from its source te the
" River Ifberville, etc."

During the' n'ar hi ich precedad the cn.
quest of Canada, the territory n'est of the
Aleghany iountaiiis, coiprisiiig portiois
of PennsIylvania and Virginia and the ter-
ritory now conprised in th.e States of
Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Liidiana and
Illinois, were a battle field foi' the rival
powers anid the fIndian tribes which sup.
ported theim. It is impertnt to bear this
in mind in, considering the Act of 1774
wlich was passed dur'ing a very critical
session cf' the Imnperial Parliamient, along
with the Boston Port Act anci two other ce-
ercive Acts. In the following year, 1775,the
revolutionary war hîad commenced. The
expressed object of the Act of 1774 wvas te
make provision for the administration of
Civil Governient in the new territory ac-
quired by Great Britain fron France. The
bill was iintrodiîced, and carried throughli
the Ilouse of Lords, and the territory w'as
definedf thus: " All the said territories,
" islancds and countries heretofore a part

of the territory of Canada in North
" Amierica, extending southward ta the
C banks 'of tIe river Ohio, wcestivar'd to the


