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vanee in raw cotton sinee a year ago is fully 50
per cent, from 9¢ to- 13ic.; but in many
instances -manufacturers did uot supply them-
selves at that very low figure last year, nor
have they been compelled, by delay, to pny the
relntively high price now ruling. These consi-
derntions should modify any conclusions thai
might be drawn from the change in raw cotton,
but it is still apparent that the rise in manufuc-
wures is in a busivess sense justifinble if not
compulsory. ~Other commercial markets pre-
sent no matters of unusual interest. In finan-
cinl circles less demand is reported for bank
accommodation owing to the advent of @ sen
son of comparative inactivity. Rates for money
are, however, unchanged; call loans, 5 to 6 per
cent.; time, 6 to 7 per cent,, and good mercan-
tile paper rather sought for at 7 to 8 per cent.
Sterling exchange is quoted at 81 to 83 for
round amounts between banking. institutions
and nbout § per cent. above these rates for the
ordinary demand. Orly a moderate business
has been witnessed on the Stock Exchange,
with the course of prices downward, though not
to an extent to suggest any radical chauge in
the general tendency. The contest for Montreal
Telegraph stock is over, the time having ex-
pired when transfers could be made conveying
the right to vote at the impending election.
The climax of the struggle was not attended
with any remarkuble speculative demonstrations,
and the price since has been singularly well
sustained. The following are .the recorded
sules: 182 Bank of Montreal, at L4} to Li14
10 143} to 1434 ; 315 Merchunts, at 91 1o 895 ;
182 Ountario, at 72} to 3 ; 434 Commerce, ot
119 to 1193 ;. 100 People’s, at 60; 121 'Juecques
Cartier, at 59; 9 British North America, at 100;
2,100 Montreal Telegraph, at 983 to 99 to 964 to
97¢; 1,260 Richelieu Navigation, at 42 {0 434 to
41§; 274 City Gas, at 120 to 119§; $13,300
Dominion 5 per cent. bonds at 1014 and L£600
Dominion Telegraph bonds ut 94.. To-day Banlk
of Montreal sbares were quite wenk, registering
a full of 2} per cent. on sales of only 130 sbares-
The rest of the market sympathized to some ex-
_ tent with-Moutreal, yet developing no inherent
wenkness, but rather the' contrary, since one
Jalf of one per cent, is the largrst decline re-
corded other \han that noted. Sales were as
follows : 130 Bank of Montreal, at 1423 to 140 ;
0 Ontario, at 72 ; 65 Merchant's, at 89 10 884 ;
200 Commerce, at 1193 ; 273 Montreal Telegraph,
at 973 to 97, and 304 City Gas, at 119§ to 119.
Exchange brokors sre now paying 93¢ to 94c
for Consolidated Bank bills and 20¢ for Me-
chanies. C
A sm:s.—-f{eccipts of Pots contiuue to improve
though they arestill light. * Fiest Pots sold this’
week as high as $5.00, but have since declined
to §4.90 and 4.85. Seconds sold up to $3.90,
but are now $3.75 o $3.50. Pearls, 20 brls,
Firsts sold at $5.50, the stock iz in two hands.
No Seconds. Reeeipts since 1st Janunry, 8,606
barrels Pots and 1,773 barrels Pearls ; deliveries,
9,283 barrels Pots, 1,929 baurels Pearls. Stock
in store at six o’cluck on--Weduesday evening,
446 barrels Pots snd 82 barrels Pearls.: We
recommend all Ashes makers to send forward
their Ashes as quickly as possible, as the pre-
ceut high prices eanmot long be maintained.
Boots axp Suoss.—A fuw sorting up orders
are still coming forward by mail, but business

is now slackening, and not' mueh ‘more can be
expected until spring sales commence,

Druas aNp Curyicans,~—Business in this line
has continued quiet since our last issue, and
prices are nominally unchanged although there
is rather an easier feeling prevailing in several
lines. Any active demand, however, would
stiffen prices again. A falling off in the de-
mand is reported from Eogland, but wethout
any marked effect in prices as lurge holders are
not anxious to sell, expecting that a reaction
will ennble them 1o obtuin better prices than
they ean doat present.  Bichromate PPotash and
Saltpetre are the only articles which may be
reported slightly higher.

Duy Goops.—The general run of business in
this line is exceedingly quict. Very few orders
coming in, and these always small in amount.
T this there are exceptions, and we have the
report from one house of really-a fair trade, and
travelers sending in sorting-up orders guite
freely. The usuul basis of compariscn is by
corresponding months; under this plan the pre-
sent season has been aud coutinues up to the
i)resenl time very decided)y shead of last f’cur.
Puyments are no longer making with such ex-
coptional promptitude s to eall for specinl ro-
mark, but are still good cuough to debar com-
plaint. The surprise we expressed lust week
that cotton goods had not been marked up in
view of the great rise in raw cotton, hms found
timely justifieation in the changes announced
througl the issue of a new price list by the
Duundas Mills on the 9ih instant, as follows:
Osford Striped Shirtings, No. C. lle; No. B.
113c¢; Check Regattas, No. A, loc; Solids, 16¢
and Galaton Stripes, 16e¢; Tickings, 30 inch D.,
12)e; 30 inch G, Life; 33 iuch B, loic; 33
inch A,, 21lc; 30 inch, 234c; Denims, Blue D.,
12ic; Blue B, 16ic; Blue A, 19¢; Blue AA,
21¢; Brown B, 18ic¢; Brown A, 19¢; Brown
AA, 2le; Brown D, 124c; Grey Yarus, S54
per l‘mlc; Colored, -$74; White Carpet \“'m'p,
$56 per bale.

Fanserg' (Rerain) Mankers.—Owing to the
prevailing bad condition of ronds in the country
the markets remain inactive, and no change
will likely take place till sleighing sets in
aguin. The following are ‘the prices for this
week: Oats, Tdc¢. per bushel ;- Corn, 80c.;
Peas, §1; Barley, 60¢; Bran, 75c. per cwit. ;
Grue, 80¢. ; Indian Meal, $1 50 ; Moule, $1,15.
Flour has advauced i0c. per bag, being now
$3.25 to $3.40; Buckwheat flour, $2.00; Ont-
meal, $2.40; Polatoes, 5Gc. 1o (Ue.; White
Beans, %10 to $1.60; Cranberries, 40c. per
gallon or $9 per barrel. Lemons, $9.50 per
cnse; Oranges, $8.50.  Apples are higher than
last week, and the quantity of truit on the
market a litile better, 33 to $3.50 is asked.
Grapes, $3.50 per barrel. Good butter in
prints may be had for from 23c. to 30¢., and tub
20c. to 23c.; IFresh Eggs, 18c. to22¢.; Turkeys,
Sc. to 10¢: per lb. ; Geese, 8¢, to 9¢. . Chickens,
7¢. 10 9¢.; Partridges, Goc. Fer pair; Pigeons,
25¢, 3 Black Ducks, $1.80; llares, 25c. to 30c¢.;
Beef $3.50 to 83 per 100 1lbs.; Mutton, $5 w
$6.50 ; Venison, 12c. to 15¢.

Frorvs.—The Iatest mail advices are some-
what more encouraging than those immedintely
preceding as to the apple mavket nbroad. In the
face of the largest receipts tor any one week

of’ the geason Liverpool remained fimn, cven :

establishing improved prices for some varielies.
The range of sules of good (ruit was all the
way from 163 6d to 20s,, with plenty of business
in iaferior lots below the lower price. Very
little fruit is now going forward, for the reason
that beat hing to be  speeinlly furnished for rajl-
road - transportation, as well as a man to take
care of each shipment. 'I'his makes freight ex-

pensive; but ‘there is  also the denswback of.

freight ‘rates proper, which are now much_too
high to' allow of competition with New York
and Boston. - The anomaly of charging more
freight for apples than fur Hour per -bariel,
when apples are: decidedly the lighter, is
commented upon as adirect obstacle to

_fruit shipments, and the policy of so dving

is held up to scemingly deserved ridicule. We
make no alteration in quotations; = Cranberries

arc higher and conlinue in fair demand, witll
stock, so far as we le.arn, concentrated in thid
hands of singleholder, whose price is now $8.50
per barrel. Free arrivals of oranges are now
at hand (Valencins), and will be placed on the
market at §8. The consignments to nsingle,
house amount to 51,000 boxes. Lemons are un-
changed at §9 the caze and $4.50 per box,
Malagn grapes meet with a good demand a* $8
per barrel,

Fuen.—There has Leen a good demand for
conl during the past week -and prices remain
unchanged. = We repeat previous gnotations:
Stove, B7 10 S7 50 ; Eggz, Furnace and Chestnut,
86.75; Scoteh Grate, $5.50 ; Pictou Steam, $5;
and Cape Breton, & Coke is selling at $4
per chaldron delivered.  Cordwood, long men-
sure, Maple, $5; Birch, $4 50 ; Beech, $4; short
mensure, Maple, $4.50 ; Birch, $4 ; Beech, $3.50;
Tumuirace, $3.45; Hemlock, $2.50.
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Fuyrs.—The open wenther has had the very
natural effeet of cheeking the flow of incoming
orders, and, in conscquence, manufacturers are
now making better progress. in the filling of
back orders and catching up with eurrent work.
Otherwise the mavket is” nnchanged in charac-
ter from that deseribed in prior reports.

Frouwr Axd Guraix.—In this market there have
been sales of car lots of Canada Spring No. 3
Wheat at $1.35 and No. 2 at $1.38 to $1.40, for
milling purposes only, cisatlautic prices being
altogether too high to admit of purchases for
export. local quotations are still numinal, dnd
will doubtless so continue for an indeiinite time
to come. - The figures named are for Cunada
Spring: $1.35 to $1.40 and Red Winter No, 2
about $1.40, butin the absence of dealings these
prices are of lutle or no value. The upward
course of the Chicago tnarker gathered new
momentum early in the week, and on Tuesday
and Weduesday developed into a wildly speen-
Intive movement attended with spasmodic ad-
vances reaching o span of 5 cents. per bushel
within forty-eight hours.. On Wednesday atier-

_noon re-action set in, and ag the bound forward

was precipitate, so was the reeoil sudden and
sharp.  Within two hours a decline of 2jc. per
bushel was recorded; » change in apparent
valze which it is curious to note if appiied o
the entire wheat crop of the Uniwed. States
would indicate ‘a loss of about 9,000,000,
The market here is quite out of reach of Liver-
pool, and the consequence is that no shipments
are going torward, and stocks are acenmn-
lating in New York enormously. Freights
are utterly demoralized, and tonnage -is
begging nll along the  cuast. Latest advices
notean improving tendeuncy in Liverpool, and it
is quite possible that prices there will ndvance
so ns to aflord the needed relief. It would not
Dbe the first time that wild and seemingly reck-
less movements in  Chicago had proved but
happy anticipations of the foreign market, The

closing daily guotations at Chicnge for Decem- -

ber and January delivery have been as tollows ¢
Friday, $1.206 and $1.27}; Satonday, $1.25% and
$1.27; Monday, $1.28 and$1.29 ; Tuesdny,»1.304
and $1.314 ; Wednesday at 105 p.m,, 1324 and
$1.33%; and at 3.34 pan., $1.31, for Junuacy de-
livery (December not wired). To-day st 3,15
pun. Jan. is wired $1 318 “In coarse grains
there hus been vecy little business. We reported
quotations : Pensge, Tsc to .80c; Oats, 29¢ to
30¢;. Rye, T3¢ to T5c; and Barley, 6u¢ to T0c.
The flour market has sustained & good advance
of about 15 cents per barrel during the weck,
with & fair business on une or two days, but
generally very light transactions.: We note
sales of Spring Exira at $5.75 and $5.83;
Superior Extra at $6.10, $6.15 and $6.174; . Bx-
tra at $5.95; Strong Bukers at $6.30; Choice
Strong Bakers at %650 ; Outurio bags at $2.65
and Oatmeal 2t $4.70.  The following prices for
to-day will show more fully the extent and
character of the changeseffecied, and thusserve
vetter for purpose of comparison with previous
tigures: Superior Extra, $6.25 to 6.30 ; Exwra
Superfine, $6.10 to G.15; Strong Bakers', $6.20tg
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