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Iween tihe people of the northern and soathem divisions of that

island, now happily broken and removed, was still keen. The

Scottish mind was filled with distrust; it rankled with theremem*

brance of the treachery which forced on Scotland the then haled

Union. The Hanoverian succession was by no means popular in

the north ; and men's mindssfluctuated between the old and the

new race of kings.

The Rebellion of 1716, and the prominent part taken in it by

the mountain clans, had, however, seriously alarmed the Oovern-

ment of that day, and prompted a more close inspection of Scot-

land and her warlike hill-trilies. As already said, little was

known of the Highlands, beyond that which fatal experience had

recently taught, viz., that their dreary recesses were filled with

wild and hardy warriors, who held the comparatively peaceful

men of the plains in contempt, for cultivating vocations opposed

to their own, of clan-strife and war. They were, therefore, ready,

on the least signal from their chiefs, to descend with the fury ofa

mountain tempest on the inhabitants of the Lowlands, and carry

devastation around them, with little or no check at the hands of

a timid Government.

How curious to readWolfe's description ofa country and a people,

then nearly as dangerous to visit as once the American wilds, bnt

which is now the favourite retreat of royalty itself for recreation

from the weight of state cares, and the chosen resort of tourists

from every clime

!

Such was Scotland in his day ; and it was in that country that

he wrote the first of the letters to be quoted from. As already

stated, he entered the army in 1741, and embarked with his father

in the expedition to Flanders, under Lord Gathcart ; but being

then, and always, of a very delicate constitution, the young soldier

became ill, and had to be landed at Portsmouth. After a little

while, his health improved ; he then joined his father on the Con-

tinent, and at once began to learn, practically, the stern lessons of

war on the battle field.*
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• Warbarton's Con^ett of Canada, vol. ii., and Notea and Queries.


