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religions exercise God has designed for them in

fitting tiu'msi'lvcs for tlie iniiiortant dnty of

tniining n|i Ihcir cliildrcn in llie wiiy (liry

slioiild go, bt'CMnnc \vt'iil< iind nsoless nioniliei'S

of tlie {!linirli, and tlii'ii' children bai(dy exist

upon tlie einnd]s tliey receive from olliers in-

stead of growing u|ion tlie bountifid snindy (.Jod

Las jnovided for llicm.

It is a conunon and with many a favourite

remark, that the Siiiniay School is the nursery

of the church, liecaii.se that now the; larger por-

tion of those added lo the church are from the

Sumlay School, and in eonsecjuence the Sunday
School is credited with their conversion.

How far tins nnitler sliotildhv looked upon in

this li:^/it,— is a suhject of mucdi douht.

It is true that n )W most of the additions to

the Church, are fiom the Sunday School, hut

it is also true, that nearly all of these, are the

children of (Mn-istian ]iarents.

Now what is the fact in relation to con-

versions in this class of persons before the days
of Sunday Schools. There is no reasomihle

donbt of there having licen as great a projior-

tion of these jiersons added to the (Church,

before Sunday Schools were eslal)lished as there

has been since, so that really the only percep-
tible dill'erence is, that now the individual goes
rouml through the Sunday School, into the

Church instead of direct frf)m home as liefore.

This may lead us to inquire, what good after

all are Sunday Schools now doing?
And lniml)ling as the answer must be, we are

forced to the conclusion tluit they are not ac-

complishing by far so much good as we Imd
Bupiiosed.

It is the firm belief of many good men, that

Sunday Schools are really eminently useful only

in so far as they are instrumental in the salva-

tion of those who are in the main, destitute of

all other means of religious instruction.

It is true that they may he, and in some
cases doubtless are a help to Christian jiarents

in instructing their children, but the value of

this agency, in these cases, is so small in com-
parison with the great opportuni'y for their use-

fulness in the riglit direction, taat really it is

hardly worth mentioning.

That there is in ourinjdst, a c'ass of persons,

destitute of all moral and religijus training, is

believed by all, that there is a large class of

such ])ersons is believed l\y m;'.ny, but all who
have taken the trouble of informing themselves
upon this point, are ]ierfectly astonished at the

result of their inquiries.

In the city of Brooklyn, New York, a place

noted for zeal and energy in efforts for destitute

children, there were about one year since 15,000

Sunday School scholars, 30 of their schools

being Mission schools, and yet at the same time

it was estimated that there were in that city

alone 20,000 children out of Sunday Schools.

It is also worthy of notice that at the Sun-
day School Convention of the State of Xcw York,
held at Albany a few days since, the alarming
Btatement was made, that there arc now, in

that single Stale, not less than 300,000 chil-

dren, whose moral training is totally imcared
for, e.\cept as they may be reached by the

Sunday School. Comjiare the poimlation of Ca-
nada, with that of the State of New York, make
all the deductions required on account of

those who are catholics, and of course appa-

rently beyond onr reach, and wo have here

in Canada the vast number of m)t less than

100,000 to ir)0,000 of tills .same class of destitute

children.

It is to be feared that we have allowed our-

selves to fall into a grievous error, in relation

to the nncared for in our midst.

While throughout the Province of Canada
the number of ciiildren out of Sunday Sclnxds, is

vastly larger than that of those who are /'«, wo
have criminally closed our eyes to their dephjra-

ble condition. Wv are literally surrounded by
darkness and heathenism. Those very persons

who are to be men and women, and active upon
the stage of life, at the same lime withourown
children, are growing up in ignorance of the

Itible, straiig<'rs to Cod, profaners of the sab-

bath day, ami eminently (jnalilied for all tliat is

sinful and wicked.

And those very ]iersons whom God haa

designed, as instruments in his hands, to rescue

them from this fearful conditi(m, are to-daj

almost as totally regardless of their welfare,

as if their existence was merely in the imagi-
nation.

Hut it is a question not lightly to be thrust

aside. Is there not a fearful responsibility

restingupon us in relation lo them? To-day they

are within our reacii, and they may be gatiiered

into Sunday Schools and taught the truths of the

liible, but in a fewyears it will be with them as it

now is witli those who are, apiiarently, entirely

beyond the reach ofour ellorts. If it is in our pow-
er in any way, or by any means to bring tlicm, or

a,ny number of them, under the inlluence of the

gospel, I ask dare any of us take upon Ourselves

the responsibility of withholding the means God
has provided for the accomplishment of this

purpose ?

What Sunday School teacher, after having
carefully reflected ujion this subject, and know-
ing as he comes liefore his class next Sunday,
that there is not one in it, in whose father's house
there is not bread enough and to spare, can
feel in his heart, that he is really and faithfully

accom|)lishing the object and design for which
Sunday Schools were established.

I think Me must conclude that the Sunday
School is designed for the destitute, for those

against whom every other door of access ia

closed, and I feel that until all these are gather-

ed in and iirovidcd for, we have no business

whatever with those for whom God has jn'ovided

Christian fathers and mothers, only as they may
he made useful in attracting or inlliiencing

others. We ought by no means to lose sight of
one important fact in connection with this sub-
ject, which is this, that wherever or whenever
any sucessful cH'ort has been made for this class

of ])ersons, it has been done thrtiugh the agency
of the Sunday School.

We have every reason to believe this to be
God's own appointed way of accomplishing
this work ; for look where we may, we see how,
in every ]dace and at all times, when this kind
of instrumentality has been used with a firm

reliance npim lliin for His blessing, iuvariabla

success has been the result.

AVho can estimate the amount of good that

would be accomplished—the joy and rejoicing

that would be in heaven— if the efforts which are

being made by all the Sunday Schools in (Canada

for the benefit of the children of the Church,


