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but possibly I niay not bo able to do ho before tli(! mail closes, in which caHo I shall cncloso

them to you by tlio next mail.

1 have tho honor to be, Sir,

Yoiii' ob.nlieut .servant,

(rti^niocl), Adams G. Auchibald.
The Honorable

The .Secretary of State for tho Provinces,

Extracts of a letter from the Reverend Fnther lAicomhe to Ills Lor(''sh!p P/isliop Tache.

M St. r (Crkes),
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Saska'R'uewax, 12th September, 1870.

t I spent all last winter amidst the Crecs and
I'cnd Father Diipin and Brother Scandon with the

!), 'o of ]Moiisei<;;nonr (Irandin. After takinj,' leave of

vi : t" the Bhiekt'cet, wliort,' I arrived after a journey of

You are aware, M
Blackfeet. Having left

Crees, 1 came back here f<, •!;' j,:»>

His Lordship, I set out for .'

'
• • 'e

twenty days, and remained .u.al spr : . It was there that I first Itecame acquainted

with the terrible ei)idemic disease of wlilcu vo still continue to sufter. At that time tho

contagion was not so dangerous ns it is now, particulariy in the carnj) in which I was?

btatiuned, l)ut information reached methat at "lUvieredes ^"entres," and near the I\Iissouri,

a great luunlicr of the Piegas and ]>loody Indians were cut oil' by it.

After a long and trying journey to Little Slave Lake and Peace IUv(!r, I arrived at

Lac la Iiiche ,iu the middle of July and considered myself entitled to a few days re.st,

but the time had not yet come. I received intelligence th;>t the Indians were on the eve

of arriving at St. Paul stricken by the disease. Biilding farewell to rest, I hastened to

the relief ofmy dear neophytes. En route, I met Ilovercnd Father Dujjin on his way to

Lac la Diciie, to be attended,—he was dangerously ill. I got here on the 18th Jidy. None
but those who witnessed it can form a.n idea of the s|)ectacle offered to my view. IJpwarda

of one hundred and thirty families were busily occupied pitching their tents aroLiud my
dwelling. Hardly alighted from my hoi'se, I had to respond to the cries of the poor

sufferers, calUng on me with all their might. When I now recall to mind the two
luonths 1 passed, exposed to the plague, and worn out with fatigue, I most gratefully

ucknoivledge the visible and .special protection of Providence. Poor Indians I What a

pitiful .sight they then offered, and still offer, as a great number still labor under this

])ainful disease. Every one implored my aid and charity,—some for medicine, others for

the beneiit of the last sacraments. Day and night I was constantly occupied. Scarcely

liad I time to say mass. I had to instruct and baptize dying infidels, confcvss and anoint

our ueo])hytes at the point of death, minister to difl'erent wants, give a drink to one and
food to another, and kindle the lire during the cold nights. This dreadful epidemic has

taken all compassion fronr the hearts of tiie Indians. The lepers of a new kind are

removal to a distance from the others and sheltered with In'anchcs. There they witness

tlie decomposition and putrefaction of their bodies several days before death. I cannot
define the iiature of the contagion; some say it is small-pox, others scai-latina. For my
part, I am led to believe that it as comjilication of several diseases or putrid fevei\ The
jiatient is at iirst very feverish, the skin becomes red and covered with pimples, these

blotches in a few days form scabs tilled with infectious matter, then tlie llesh begins to

decompose and fall off in tragments. AVonns swarm in tlie parts mostiillected. Intlamma-
tion of the throat impedes ail passage for meat or drink. While enduring tlie torments

of this cruel agony, the sufferer ceases to breathe, alone in a j)oor shed with no other

as.sistance than what I can affcrd. The hideous corpse must be buried, a grave must be

dug, and the body carried to the burial gi-ound. All this devolves on me, and I am alone

with Indians, disheartened and terrified to such a degree that they hardly dare approach
even their own relatives. God alone knows what 1 have had to endure morely to prevent

theii' mortal remaius being devoured by dogs. On the other hand, my toils are amply


