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troui Caiiiida to Ooliiiiibiii. Had this idea Ixt'ii canit'd out, no rclicllioii Avonld Iiavi'

arisen on tin- Ri-d River, and no ditlicnlty would llav(^ occurred. It may now Ik- too

late, tliouf^li we cannot licli) tliiid<inj;' that <'V('nnow llieestahlishnient otHueli a colony
by the imperial {government would pacify the insurj;i'nts, checkmate tln^ Americana,
relieve the Canadian Ihnninion of a payment which it cannot well afford to make, and
oi)en 11]) to colonization, not oidy the valuable territory of the IJed lii\'e!', lint the vast
regions of the iSaskatehewan. 'V\u- cession of the country to Canada was a mistalte.

Canada can mother jn'overn nor colonize nor snlxlue it ; and if it is m)t to b(' ultimately
ceded to the Americans, prol)ably the best thin<;' to do with it would be to \)h\cv it upon
the sanu! footing with regard to the Crown as Colum))ia, or as Canada itself.

[From the TiinPH, (Louiloii.) Jiiuuaiy II', lrt70.J

Onr readers will have observed from time to time, in (uir American intelligence,

statements respecting the Red River rebellion, and the troubles which lieset the Can-
adian authorities on the shores of Lak(! Wiiuiipeg. The sui),ject naturally excites but
a very liiMit interest ; the jdace is distant; its geograithical i)osition is obscure; the
causes of the quarrel are only vaguely known ; ami the result is almost a nnitter of in-

difference to individual Englishmen. It is the affair of the Canadian Dominion, and
does not como within the sitiiere of ]5ritis!i home pcditics. Yet then! is sonu'thing in

this remote tumult in the wilds of the New World which will rejjay attention. Even
a dramatic element is not wanting. In short, the Red River warfare oidy needs a
"sacred bard" to win a respectable plac(! among e()tenii)orary events.

About midway between Canada and the Rocky ^lountains, and close on the northern
border of the United States, is the settlcMuent wliich is now the .scene of what we must
call a civil war. It forms part of the vast territory which has hitherto been adminis-
t»;red by the Hudson's liny Company. The seat of the settliuieut is likely to be one oi"

the i.iost prosjterous in the north of the continent. The clinuite is, indeed, rigorous,

though, we believe, far less severe than under the sanu' latitud<! on the Atlantic shore.

The land is one of lake and stream, and does not yield to any part of the continent in

the majestic vastness of its wat<'rs. A system of throe gfcat lakes receives the rivcu's

of a vast region. Lake Winni])eg has a length of tilU miles, and an average width of
S5 miles ; it covers not less than l(,(l()t) sipuire miles. To the southwest of Winnipeg
lies Lake Manitoba, and to the west. Lake Winnijiegoos. the three hikes lieing con-
nected by navigable channels Their united ar<'a is said to e(|ual that of Lakes Ontario
and Eru', eombine<l. Tin; great stream of the Saskatchewan, after flowing a thous.nid
miles from the Rocky Mountains, falls into I^ake Winnij»eg ; the Winnipeg, tin! Rid
River, and the Assiniltoine roll through the sanu' favored region. The settlers havt
lived hitherto under the luotection of the Hudson's Hay (;omi)any, being reconciled, no
doubt, to its anonnilous jurisdiction by the fact that they were left to govcrii them-
selves pi'titty much as they chose, We do not hear that they have bci'u very emn'getic
and ])rogressive, but they have been indeiieuih'ut and contented. Agricnlturt* and
hunting have given them a livelihood, and they have had some share of the blessings

of civilization, for on their southern border the State of Minnesota has madi' rennirk-
able progress, i»articularly in the <levelo]iment (tf its railway system. Through Minne-
sota, the remote Winnipeg has been brought into <'ontact with the out<»r world. One
may assume that a good deal of the American sjiirit has been diffused among the set-

tlers. Those of French origin are said to be very nunu-rons—iterhajts the majority.
In the present (|murel they have almost unanimously taken part against the new order
of things, and they are the most deeply concerned in tl.. nnivcmeiit for in(le))endence.

The English an* more placable, though many of these have ojniosed the n( w governor,
and nearly allot them would have i>referred to be h'ft as they were. The third (dement
in the i)oi)ulation is the Indian. Many of those called Fniich or English are i»f mixed
breed, and there are, besides, numbers of full-blooded Indians nnire or less redainu'd
from sivagery, and living on terms of amity with the white men.

It wi.s to this primitive conniuinity lat the governnuMit of Canada announced sonn-

months ago that the Iludscm'slJay territory had been transferred to the Dominion, and
that the settlers nnist prei)are to receive a govern(»r and ofticials appointed by itself.

In its acts the Diuninion ajipears to have been premature, for the transfer of the Hud-
son's liay territory Innl not been completed, and, e\en assuming that the puridiase wouhl
giv(> the (lanadians the right to govern the Red River as they jdeased, that right had
not accrued. Hut in the autumn Mr. William McDougall was sent to the settlenu-nt

as governor. We will emleavor to gM.;i(l against doing injnstiic to this ge'illenian, of
winun we know nothing; and it is pro|)er to state that almost everything we- heai'

comes from those who are IViendly to the insurgents, ibit it is not, indeed, necessary
to charge Mr. McDougall with violence or rashness; the i)eople of the lied Iviver wouhl
jirobably have opposed any other governor with e<iual pertinacity, for it was to the
princii)le of the transfer, which had Iteen or was to be made without any reference t(»

their own dis)>ositioi;, that they ol»jected. Mr. McDougall look possession of the gov-
ernment and issued a lu'ochiination which gave much offense. It is urged on behalf of
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