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who can bed explain his own views^ and

Vtrhichy without the parade of Authorifm^

are mod: fairly explained in thofe private

fentiments : Yet, I doubt whether it majr

not be neceflary to fay that, though he here

appears as an abftraded Philofopher, yet he

was not unpradiiced in the bufi^^efs of Go-
vernment, nor uninformed by experience in

a knowledge of the nature of the Europeaa

Settlements in America. His life was a

compound of bufinefs and frivolity abroad:

He was a Philofopher at home ; and always,

what may be very properly exprcfled, very

much at home* He was confcious that he

thought very differently frOrii the generality

of mankind on thofe fubjedts; and ufed

while in Europe frequently to lament how
little he was underftood on the fubjedt mat-

ter of this bufinefs. In a letter dated from

the fame place, in March 1779* he fays,

** When I look back^ and compare my
f* opinions with events which fecm to have
^* confirmed them, and yet fee how little

•' effe<a thfefe opinions have had, even when

f
• called for; and when dqly explained^ by

^
' «' fads


