68 BUNYAN. [cnar.

So the majority of the nation had decided. If they had
wished for religious liberty they would not have restored
the Stuarts, or they would have insisted on conditions, and
would have seen that they were observed.

Venner’s plot showed the reality of the danger and jus-
tified the precaution.

The Baptists and Quakers might have been trusted to
discourage violence, but it was impossible to distinguish
among the various sects, whose tenets were unknown and
even unsettled. The great body of Cromwell's spiritual
supporters believed that armed resistance to a government
which they disapproved was not only lawful, but was en-
joined. '

Thus,mo sooner was Charles II. on the throne than the
Nonconformists found themselves again under bondage.
Their separate meetings were prohibited, and they were
not only forbidden to worship in their own fashion, but
they had to attend church, under penalties. The Bedford
Baptists refused to obey. 'Thejr meeting-house in the
town was shut up, but they continued to assemble in woods
and outhouses; Bunyan preaching to them as before, and
going to the place in disguise. Ihformers were soon upon
his track. The magistrates had received orders to be
vigilant. Bunyan was the most, prominent Dissenter in
the neighbourhood. He was too sensible to court martyr-
dom. He had intended to leave the town till more quiet
times, and had arranged to meet a few of his people gace
more to give them a parting address. It was Now€mber
12,1660. The place agreed on was a house in the village
of Samsell, near Harlington. Notice of his fitention was
privately conveyed to Mr. Wingate, a magistrate in the
adjoining district. The constables were set to watch the
house, and were directed to bring Bunyan before him.
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