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against Flood, 2,.'i">2 words ; the first

of hisanti-union speeches, 5,880 words.

Windham's ' Defence of the Country,'

one of the longest of his speeches, con-

tained 8,280 words; Huskinson's great

speech on the ' Ktl'ects of the Free

Trade system on tlie.Silk Manufacture,'

23,322 worda
Now let us look again at home, and

we shall, at all events, see abundant

reason to be proud of the industry of

our public men :

—

Mr. Langevin's speech contained

17,640 words; .Sir Richard Cart-

wright's, 14,440 ; Mr. McLennan's,

.'1,760; Mr. Ives', 12,(;00 ; Mr. Lau-

rier's, 5,580; Mr. Anglin's, 11,520;

Mr. Mills', 16,560; Mr. McCallum's,

4,320 ; Mr. Coursol's, 3,960 ; Mr.

Charlton's, 12,235; Mr. Patterson's

(Essex), 4,402 ; Mr. Rinfert's, 3,900
;

Mr.Gigault's, 2,850; Mr. Longley's, 5,-

760; Mr. Ross's (IVIiddlesex), 12,135
;

Mr. Rykert's, 12,500 ; Mr. Cockburn's

(Muskoka), 4,320 ; Mr. Mackenzie's,

7,200 ; Mr. Dawson's, 3,950 ; Mr.

Wright's, 3,420 ; Sir A. Smith's, 10,-

420 ; Dr. Bergin's, 9,360 : Mr. Or-

ton's, 4,860 ; Sir John Macdonald's,

6,840; Mr. Blake's (proposing amend-
ment and exclusive of this), 30,000

;

Sir Leonard Tilley's, 7, 187 ; Mr. Kirk-

patrick's, 10,440; Mr. Guthrie's, 10,-

799 ; Mr. White's (Cardwell), 18,000
;

Mr. Casey's, 5,400; Mr. Macdougall's,

9,360 ; Mr. Cameron's (Victoria), 5,580

;

Mr. Scott's, 3,240 ; Mr. White's (Ren-

frew), 1,580 ; Mr. Rymal's, 5,040 ; Mr.
Tassti's, 5,080 ; Dalton McCarthy's,

7,560.

A great man as well as orator placed

Demosthenes at the head of the art of

speaking, and when we think of the

orations of the patriotic, fearless, but

prudent Athenian statesman, much as

we believe and rejoice in the daily

press, we cannot but bless God that

there was a time in the world's history

when the newspaper was unknown.
Had newspapers existed in the days
of Demosthenes, what quotations we
should have had from the leading pa-

pers of Athens and Macedon. We

should have had—did I say ? The ora-

tions of Demosthenes would never
have Iteen thought worthy of being

handed down to posterity. Judge«l by
the standard of the mediocre mem-
beiH of eitiier i>arty in Canatia, how
I)Oor Demosthenes sliines I Why his

first olynthiac does not contain two
thousand five hundred and twenty
words ; the second only tw(» thousand
seven hundred ; the third two thou-

sand eight hundred and eighty. When
the Alabamas of Philip were chasing

Athenian commerce from the vEgean,
the first philippic was deli>ered. If

we assuiiu; that the whole of this ora-

tion was spoken a' the same time, and
allow six pages for the statement of

ways and means, and four for tlie

letter of Philip to the; Eubteans, we
have seven thousand two hundred and
eighty words. The oration l)y which
he averted war, bearing down a host

of flattering orators, contains only

1,960 words. The third and fourth

philippic contain respectively 10,080
and 6.480 words.

I do not care much what other peo-

ple have done. 1 jirefer to ask what,
under any given circumstances, the

iea.son of the case suggests. 1 will not

say the above figures make out any
case against Mr. Blake or Dr. Tupper,
because we live in an age when the

mind is more arithmetical than it used

to be. Nor does a subject often arise

in which so many calculations must bo
made as in this last great issue con-

nooted with the Pacific Railway. But
if Grattan, a leader, could say all it was
necessary for him to say on the 'Rights

of Ireland,' in 13,524 words : on 'Sim-
ple Repeal,' in 7,624 words; against the

'Union,' in 5,880 words; if Windham
could say all he wanted on the ' Defence
of the Country,' in 8,280 words ; if

Demosthenes, in less than 8,000 words,

could state the case against Philip of-

Macedon; if the same great statesman

and leader could usually overbear all

opposition by his logical and fervid

thoughts, bristling with solid argu-

ments, compressed into from two to


