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Ion. Ed. Blake on Protection & Free Trade.

(From the Canadmn Manufacture.)

Eight years and three mouthy a<^o a considerable majority of tho

people oC Canada declared themselves to be in favor of a National

Policy of Protection, not only for Home Manulactuies, but for Home
Production generally. Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, the former leader

of the Reform party, has been a pronounced Free Trader all his life,

and his views on the trade question have never been matter of

d(jubt or dispute with anyljody. Ever since Mr. Blake became
iea<Kir the pulilic have felt gre.itly interested to know what hia

views are on tlie same (question • but somehow or other the same
certainty has never been obtained as with regard to Mr. Mackenzie.

It was not considered extraordinary that Mr. Blake, being a lawyer,

sliould speak mostly on questions iiolitical and constitntionjU, rather

than on questions economical, leaving the latter to be ilealt with by
an ex-Minister of Finance—Sir llichard Cartwright. At all event*

it is a fact that he spoke very little on questions of the latter kind

;

and it is another fact that even since ]87rt much uncertainty as to

what his views on commercial policy wei*e, has prevailed. The
most definite statement the prblic have yet had from him was
made on the occasion of the metnng of his supporters which was
held in Tcu'outo some weeks ago. What he said then has already

app 'ared in our columns, having been taken frpm the Globe's full

report : but lot us repeat. He said :

—

" I desii" to refer very briefly to the attitude of the Liberal party
upon tho i[uestion of the tariff". It has been grossly misrepresented.

In 1.SS2 I stated my views upon that subject in the most fonnal
manner, by means of the address I issued to the electors of West
Diirliam as a manifesto to the country: b}' the principles then laid

down I still abide. I said:

—

" ' You know well that I do not approve of needless restrictions

on oar liberty of exchanging what we have for what we want, and
do not see that any substantial application of the restrictive princi-

ple hjis been or can be, made in favor of the great interests of the
mechanic, the laborer, the farmer, the lumberman, the shipbuilder,

or the tisherman. But you know also that I have fully recognized

the fact that we are obligjed to raise yearly a great sum, ma«le

greater by the obligations imposed on us by this Government ; and
that, we must continue to provide this yearly sum mainly by import

*" duties, kaid to a great extent on goods similar to thosQ which can bo


