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mcnt, iiiid is cliargcd to iv special ai)i)r<)i)riiiti(ni sot ai)art for such jmr-

l)()ses). Tlie ai»i)r()i)iiatioii includes a grant of 8-;> to each institute,

conditional upon -^LT) being voted from the local municipality. The

provincial department of agriculture is ])res!ded over by a ministei.

who is a member of the governnuMit. This department is placed on the

same footing as the other departments over whicdi other ministers

preside.

The history of the germ of the institute nu)vemeiit in Ontario (and in

Camula in general) is given by C C James, deputy minister of agri

culture for Ontario, as follows:

.laiiuary, 18M5, was the tinio of tli« revival oC fannerH' iii.stitiitc work in Ontario.

It was tin' (latf oi'tln* iK^yiiinin}^ ol' tlio work under tlie iiainc of I'arniers' instil utcs,

and the main ins]iiration I'or tlie revival of the work at that time was the huiccss

atteiidiiif? the fariiiers' institute work in some of the Inited States. This, howevii-,

was not the first time that instruction ol' farmers had been attemjitcfl. The orijiiiial

a^frienltural societies of this Province, as well as of some of the other I'rovinces, h.id

made instruction through jiapcrs and discussions an important feature of their work.

(If late years afjfricultuial societies have e<uifmcil tliemse]\es to the holdinn' of I'air^.

and I ])resiim(' that is one reason why farmers' institute work has been so successful.

In the earlier days our agricultural societies were accustomed to offer prizes fur

essays on various subjects, such as the <;rowin^; of wheat, the f^rowth and manufar-

tnre of heni]) and flax, etc These papers were I'ead at the annual niectiiifjf aiKJ

discussed.

The first ni^ricultural society in 1 ])])or ( anada was orifani/ed in 171I2 or ITIHI. ami

we have reason to lielie\ e that the instruction of the members was of ;;reatcr monicni

than the hoklinji of fairs. This society formed an extensi\e a;;ricnltural lilir.iiy

which was carried on f(u- the benefit of its members for a numlicr of yeais, until il

was finally incorporated with the public library of the old town of N'iai^ara. In is.'Ki

agricultural societies were especially encouiaged liy an act jiassed in that year, and

the first pro\ incial fail' was held in ISlt;. I'rom that time forwanl those sociiiirs

were under the control of a l)oai(l of aj;ricullnre, which was c(Mni>osed of a ar;;i'

number of reprcs(!ntati\<' farmers of the rro\in<e. I'lof. (;c(Mii;e IJucklaiid wiis t'lir

many years secretary. He conducted a course in agriculturt* in connection with tin'

'J'oionto rniv(!rsity. and had a snuill ex]ierimcntal farm within the |)rcseiit limit- of

the city of'i'ornnto. He was accustomed to make a tour of the af^ricultural sociciiis

and address tlitni u])on various aj;'ricultural tojiics. In many cases these agriiiil-

tural soi'ieties devoted their enerjj;ies and funds to the introduction of pure-bud

stock anil seed grain, and in a few si'ctions the desire for instruction not being fully

nu't liy the agricultural societies, others known as farmers' clubs weie organi/nl.

The records of these are very meager. However, 1 have before me refereui'c to nuc

which nuiy be of intci'est. It i.> contained in an article written by Mr. Walter l.'id-

d<dl, sr., of Cobourg, and refers to the county of Nfirthuniberland. about 711 niilrtf

east of Toronto. He says: " Tliere had been an agricultural society in this I'ouiity

before we kiu'W it. The first society was formed in 18L'I. It held shows and pliw

ing mati'hes, ami gave prizes I'or best managed farms, and for essays (ui wheat • il-

ture and other varying subjects. The farmers' club was btigun in ISKi, and tlh'iuli

otttMi dormant, it took occasionally li\'<'ly starts and held sometimes fen or t w im'

meetings in a year. The subject for discussion at the next nu'cting was seh ltd

and sonuioue appointed to undertake it, which he might do either verbally oi liy

writleu ])aper. The suliject was then discussed by the menibeis. This has 1 lU

suiierscded by faruK^rs' institutes.''

.\t the time of the orgaui/aticm of the farmers' institutes there were acti\ e faiim rs'

clubs in I'ushlinch I'ownship, Wellington County, and at St. (ieorgo in lii'iiit


