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for their possession. To accomplish the work that such a course

would imply, I would sujifi^-est the leu^theninjj;' of the daily sessions,

making from 9 to ! the ^^eneral literary traiiiiiit,'-, and from 2 to 5

the manual and industrial work, twice a week. Thus would 1 lay

the foundation that could further be built upon by hij:,'her institu-

tions, such as the technical schools proper and our admirable School

of Practical Science. 1 would have these hig-her technical schools

in various sections of the Province, and as a be^^inning' would in-

stitute the teachin<^ of special subjects in different days in each,

thus makinj^ it possible lor the same professor to teach the same
subjects in the different schools. This is the system of the Ger-

mans in the employment of scientific experts in their department

of agricultural teciinoloi^-y, which lias produced wonderlul results,

but there is another side to our educational problem to which scar-

cely any attention has been paid in C.mada. I refer to domestic

science. We have done much to educate our i^^irls in ues that

brinj;- tiieir services into direct competition with those o\' the male

population, but really notiiini;- to teach them how to dij,mify the

work of the home. Indeed, the g^irls of the averas^e household

too often re<^ard ii,''norance of housework as a badi^e of j^'ood soci:d

standing-. This is true, not only of the wealthier but also of those

not even well to do, and the insane desire for cheap notoriety is

proven by the fondness for notices in the .so-called society columns
of our newspapers. Why is tiiis so? In my opinion, it is because

our schools are nejj^lecliui^- the teachinj^ of sound and wholesome
conditions in which the happiness of life consists. In the educa-

tion of every ^irl provision should be made for her proficiency in

household duties. And in this I have found no such complete pro-

vision anywhere as in the British school system. I heard it re-

marked not long^ since by a prominent educationalist "that the

belief in this country is too common, that the short road to indus-

trial prosperity lies throuf,'h the adoption of an extensive system

of elementary technical training-." I would much rej^ret if this

were really true. I have not myself heard such an idea advanced.

I do not think any one whose opinion could be valued would ex-

pect technical education to turn out in every instance a brilliant

graduate, or to be reproached for not doing- so, any more than to

look for overtowering- ability in every classical g-raduate. No
system of education can remedy a deficiency of brains in any stu-

dent, and failure to do so cannot be held an evidence of weakness
in the system. It is not the adoption of a system but the zeal

with which the students pursue their course, assisted by the brilliancy

of their intellectual powers that ensures success.

The system of instructioi; in our Agricultural and Dairy Schools,

and the success of their effcrts to improve our dairy products is

the most strikinj^ tribuic to the value of technical education.

Every Canadian country merchant can testify by sad experience

what losses were occasioned by buying^ butter from promiscuous


