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pounds. I may suggest that we in Canada should increase 
our preference to, say 40 per cent, of the duty, which would 
give our fellow-colonists a slightly greater preference than 
they now receive under the United States .tariff. V heed 
not say much about the fast Atlantic service, for all parties 
are unite'&Mn favor of it, and we can only hope that it will be 
established at the earliest moment, for nothing .would help 
more to show our position as a separate community upon this 
continent. We have been too backward in the past, and we 
should endeavor morê and more to assert ourselves among 
the countries of the world. (Hear, hear.)

UNITED FOR DEFENCE.
‘t

There is one point I wish to press upon this meeting: 
there has been in the last 25 or 30 years a revolution in the 
affairs of the world in reference to national relations and 
methods of defence. Germany has united, and we remember 
that it was accomplished under the stress and trial of war. 
The German Empire was inaugurated in the greatest palace 
of France, to the sound of the German cannon firing upon 
the capital city of their enemy. Italy, as the result of three 
wars, has been united and consolidated. The United States 
during the last year have launched out into the politics of 
the world,'"have adopted expansion as their policy, and are 
pressing their views on the Filipinos with rifles, maxims and 
field guns. We have discovered this year once more by hard 
facts what history in all ages has shown—that nations can
not expect to exist upon the security of their natural, moral 
rights, unless those rights are supported by physical strength. 
Spain has been taught that might prevails, and she has been 
crushed and humiliated for doing what the United States are 
now obliged to do themselves in the Philippine Islands. The 
greatest lesson of all, however, which this last year has taught 
us is that which we learn from the impending fate of China. 
There is a nation of three hundred to four hundred millions 
of people, honest traders, I am told, certainly most inoffensive 
and unaggressive; a nation which, from its peaceful character, 
industrious habits and natural reserve, should have been the
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