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Motion in amendment by Senator Corbin negatived on the
following division:
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE COMMITTEE TO STUDY SUBJECT

MATTER 0F BILL C-62-DEBATE ADJOURNED

Hon. John Lynch-Staunton (Deputy Leader of the Govero-
ment), pursuant to notice of Tuesday, March 17, 1992, moved:

That the Standing Senate Committee on Transport and
Communications be aulhorized to examine the subject-
matter of Bill C-62, An Act respecting telecommunica-
tions, in advance of the said Bill coming before the Senale
or any malter relaîing thereto.

He said: Honourable senators, the last lime we discussed
pre-study was when the four finance bis came before us last
faîl, and the actual discussion on pre-study was in October. 1
think that is recent enough that 1 do not have 10 raise again
the arguments in favour of pre-study. The bill that we are
îalking about meets the requirements and conditions for pre-
study. It is highly complex and legible. It is written in a
language that somelimes is difficuit 10 understand aI first
sight, and il covers a topic of extraordinary importance-
telecommunications.

e(1650)

The background of the bill is that il follows a Supreme
Court judgmenî in 1989 which clarified the question of juris-
diction over lelecommunications. Following that, the cabinet
requesîed that a new bill be drafîed 10 implement the telecom-
munications policy. The bill conlains policy objectives Ihat aim
essentially at increasing compeîiîiveness of Canadian telecom-
munications. It applies t0 ail telecommunications carriers
under federal jurisdiction and establishes federal-provincial
consultation mechanisms. Il refers to the CRTC and ils
powers. Il conlains references to Iicensing conditions and
intends to promole the Canadian ownership of lelecommunica-
tions infrastructures. It responds to concernis over privacy-
and these are jusl some of the highlights of the bill ilseif.

Honourable senators, we feel strongly that a pre-sludy aI
this time-it had just been given first reading by the House on
February 27-would be of great value 10 the government.

Hon. Royce Frith (Leader of the Opposition): To the House
and to the government; that is righl.

Senator Lynch-Staunton: Yes, of which we are members.
Senator Frith: That is whaî the Senate is here for-namely,

to be of help to the House of Commons and to the government!
Senator Lynch-Staunton: That is exactly il. The Senate is

here to improve on legisialion at the earliest stage possible,
especially when there is legislation of a highly complex nature
such as this bill.

Senator Frith: We understand what you tbink the role of the
Senate is.

Senator Lynch-Staunton: As a malter of fact, 1 think I can
convince my honourable friends opposite by stating that in
1981 a distinguished member of Ibis house-Senator Frth-
said that a bill, which had been read for the first lime at the
time, "will not, of course, be available for study by the
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On motion of Senator Graham, debate adjourned.
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