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that case I have no doubt pariament wouid
be generous enougb to give hlmi some aiiow-
alice.

I know of men who have been ministers of
the Crowu who have been provided for even
by those with wbom they were flot politi-
cally connected. The present government
provided for one man who had been a min-
Ister of the Crown from confederation,
generousiy provided for 1dm by giving hlmi
an appointilient enabiing hlm to draw a
sum to iinaintain hlm for the balance of bis
(icys. Nobody eVer founci fault with that
or considered that any wrong had beenl
done, and I surely think that ail goverfi-
tuients wiii be patriotie, considerate au *d
charitable enough to deal with any wortiiy
case which may arise without putting upon
the statute-book of this country the tempt-
ing offer to retired inisters to make a
demand upon the Dominion treasury and
become a charge upon the country as long
as tuey live. I do flot Îavour that legîsla-
tion and 1 earnestly hope the government
wili see It as their duty to abollsh It.

Now, with regard to the question of Can-
adians taking charge of the fortifications
at Esquimait and Halifax, I very much
regret, in a way, that the government find
themseives compelied-if tbey are compelied,
to assume that responsibility. I regret
tbat England took the attitude-if she did
take It-of ieaving these fortifications to be
looked after by Canada. I regret it because
it wili unquestionabiy lead to very heavy
expense, wbich I believe 'will increase year
after year. We wiii have to undertake the
construction of some kind of a navy sooner
or later, If we are to proteet these two
ports. 1 fear Cauada's entry into or under-
taking an expense of tbat kind. More than
that, the trouble may be greater than any-
thing that bas yet been lntimated by any-
oue whio bas spoken here. Canada may un-
fortunately do something throughi the equip-
ment of those fortifications wvhich may give
offence to the United States and iead to In-
ternational difficulties. We have always
depended upon Eingland to guard us against
trouble of that kind. I wonder if England
wouid be wiiling to turn out ber lronclads
and supply mento0protect us against any at-
tack whicb we might bring upon ourselves?
W~e wvould have to assume aIl the respon-
sibility of an attack and proteet ourseives.
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1 hope nothing of that kind will arise, but
1 would bave been giad had the government
been able to make such ternis with tue li-
ierial authorities that by our voiuntarily
contributing, as Australia does, a suin each
year towards tue maintenance of tue Brit-
ish Navy, and ieft to them the care of
these two fortifications. That wouid have
been very much better poiicy for many
years to come, and I fear that sometbing
inay arise to show that lb wouid bave been
better had we adopted tbat policy.

The question of the international water-
%vays bas been referred to many years ago,
.%,len I was a member of the House of Coin-
mons. When tue Chicago drainage canai was
belng constructed, I drew attention to what
1 thougbt would be tue result of the very
Iieavy drain that cançal would have on Lake
Michigan and consequentiy on Lake Huron
and Georgiau bay. The waters of our ports
ou Georgian bay and Lake Huron have
beeu receding. They are to-day fromn
two to three feet iower tuan tuey were
twenty-five or thlrty years ago. Last
year there was an Iiprovement, but
ur, to tuat time tuey had been recedlng
considerabiy. I have flot the sligbtest doubt
but tue construction of such waterways as
tue drainage canal, whicb i-uns from Lake
Michigan througb Chicago and emipties Into,
the Mississippi, bas contributed very consld-
erabiy to the f ail of tue water level in Lake
Huron and Georgian bay, and diminishied
the volume of water that passes over Nia-
gara Falls. A resîdent near the falis sbowed
me. when I was there some time ago, a largo
stone on the United States side of the river
and toid me tbat be could remember the
time, years ago, when the water ran over the
toi) of It. Tbat stone Is quite close to the
falis and stands something like four or five
feet out of tbe water. I have no doubt tuat
the drain upon the source from whieh tuat
water comes, caused by tue construction of
such canais as tuat at Chicago, is partly re-
sîjonsibie for tue diminution In the volume
of water at Niagara.

Wltu regard to the Minnesota Power Comn-
pany's Bill, the hon. Secretary of State sald
that an agreement bad been come to in thîs
Hiouse at the last hour. Tbat is quite cor-
rect. Tliere was a'fight over tue division of
the power, but at last an understanding wns

arrived at. Wbat was that understanding?


