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Statue of Monarch
which he sent to a fellow Cabinet colleague on July 24, 1987: 
“Support for this initiative is welcomed.”

Some Members might have a question about the protocol of 
raising a statue to a living monarch. This is dealt with rather 
explicitly in the report on commemorative statutes to Canadi­
an Prime Ministers and other commémoratives to other 
eminent Canadians, issued by the Minister of Public Works to 
Parliament. Section 6 of that report, entitled “The 
Monarchy”, states:

1992 will mark the 40th Anniversary of Her Majesty's reign. No other
monarch has served as long since the country came into being in 1867. The
practice of raising commémoratives only to deceased people has not applied to
monarchs. Hon. Members might wish to consider marking this event.

Canadians have a special attachment to the monarchy and 
especially to Queen Elizabeth II. No monarch since Victoria 
has engendered such respect and affection, and very special 
bonds have developed and exist between Elizabeth II and 
Canadians. It is because of this remarkably special relation­
ship that I hope I and others can persuade the House on the 
merits of the motion under consideration.

On February 6, 1952, Elizabeth II became sovereign. One 
year later, this House, through the Canadian Royal Style and 
Titles Act, named Elizabeth II as Queen of Canada. Her 
proper title now is “Elizabeth II, by the Grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom, Canada and her other realms and territories, 
Queen, Head of the Commonwealth and Defender of the 
Faith".

The Queen’s main occupation and the one for which she was 
rigorously trained, is to be constitutional head of state for 
Britain, Canada and 16 other countries. On April 31, 1985, the 
Queen became the monarch who has reigned longest over 
Canada since Confederation.

Queen Elizabeth II has been enormously successful as an 
institution of government and as a working official. Our 
system of government, put in place in 1867, and involving the 
monarch as head of state, together with the House of Com­
mons and the Senate, is one of the most stable, most democrat­
ic and least costly in political history. And it works.

Elizabeth II has a reputation among senior statesmen as one 
of the best informed and most sensible public servants at that 
level in the world. Many regard her as the most effective 
statesman of our time in Europe.

Elizabeth II is a very charming person, who inspires 
affection along with respect. Why has she been so successful? 
Why do Canadians and others have so much respect for her? 
What has she done to earn that respect?

One of the principal reasons for her popularity and the 
respect people have for her is because her interests reflect 
those of her subjects. She is an acknowledged expert on art, 
history, politics, and on animals, particularly horses. Before 
attending a conference, or visiting a country, she studies 
intensively the history and interests of those whom she will 
meet. She frequently invites people for luncheon meetings,

including artists, scientists, and politicians, in order to discuss 
contemporary issues and their work.

The Queen has fostered the growth of Canadianism. By 
assuming the separate title “Queen of Canada” in 1953, she 
allowed Canadians to realize the dream the Fathers of 
Confederation had for the Dominion of Canada. In 1962, at 
her own initiative and wish, she adopted a distinctive personal 
Canadian flag. In 1965 she proclaimed the national flag of 
Canada. In 1967, the Order of Canada was established by her 
authority and with her personal approval. Her presence at the 
proclamation of the revised Constitution in 1982 turned the 
event from a politically controversial one into a national 
celebration.

The Queen has been a great unifier of a diverse Canada. 
Long before the Official Languages Act was thought of, the 
Queen spoke in both English and French in all parts of this 
country. I was particularly touched by a speech which she gave 
in the Province of Quebec during her visit to Canada at the 
time of the Olympics. I want to quote what she said:

How Canada resolves her political and constitutional differences is her own 
affair; but how she resolves her linguistic and cultural problems matters to 
thoughtful people everywhere. The world, all too familiar with the tragic price 
of conflict between people of different race, language, religion and culture, can 
look to Canada for a better example, and for a renewal of the human spirit. It 
can look to her for a practical demonstration of how two strong communities 
can live together in peace, drawing from each other’s strengths, respecting 
each other’s differences.

Her 15 tours and stays in Canada were in 1951 as Princess, 
1957, 1959, 1964, 1967, 1970, 1971, twice in 1973, 1976, 
1977, 1978, 1982, 1983 and 1984, as well as four stop-overs. 
As a result of those visits she has brought hundreds of small 
Canadian communities and groups which ordinarily go 
unnoticed to national and often international attention.

As the personification of our history, she has presided over 
and endured the success of numerous Canadian anniversaries 
and national occasions. They include the centenary of the 
Confederation Conference in 1964, the centenary of Confed­
eration in 1967, the provincial centenaries of Manitoba in 
1970, British Columbia in 1971, and Prince Edward Island in 
1973, and the bicentenaries of Ontario and New Brunswick in 
1984. She opened the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959 and the 
Montreal Olympics in 1976. in 1983, from Vancouver, she 
invited the people of the world to visit Expo 86. That was a 
proud moment. She opened Parliament in 1957, the first 
monarch to do so, and again in 1977. In 1967 she addressed 
both Houses.
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The Queen’s personal qualities have continued to inspire 
Canadians individually and nationally. This has been an 
immeasurable contribution to Canadian life over nearly 36 
years. The Queen’s example encourages many, many people to 
emulate her virtues in their own lives and in their work. Duty 
and service have been pre-eminent among her personal 
qualities. She has always put her country ahead of herself. Her 
constitutional behaviour has been impeccably correct. Because


