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to the committee-and I arn going to do so
again-that a limitation of $5,000 was fixed by
order in council, if I ar n ot mistaken. That
has been adopted for years as a policy and as
the limit te which we should go in doing public
work by day labour. Now the minister tells
the comrnittee in connection with item after
item that he is going to do the work by day
labour. 1 have just cited one for $7,000 which
I protested against. There was another item
above that for $7,000. 1 protested against
that or the hon. member to my Ieft did,
and I protested against this one of $4,800. 1
ar nfot going to bc diverted from doing my
duty, because it is a duty devolving upon
hon. members, by the criticisms and small
sneers of. the lion. inember for Kings. The
minister is going back to an old system where
an engineer, in conjunction with those who
rnay influenîce the government to undertake
the work, wili go to a district and say: ilere,
we are going te repair this wharf; we do flot
know what it is going to test until we tear
it down; but we are going to tear it down; we
want you te haul brush, haul rocks, drive piles
and s0 on, an(l we are going te do the work
by day labour. WVill anybodv suggest for a
moment that that systemn is botter than the
system which I have been ýadvocating of caîl-
ing for public tenders for these werks? My
hon. friend cannnot escape bv simply saying
that he discovers evidence of ignorance on
my part of this class of work. I arn net here
nor arn I called upon te give credentials ýte
my hon. friend on that score. I arn wiling
to assume my responsibility in that regard.
1 insist again on protesting against this de-
iparture from the long adopted policy of this
2ountry.

Mr. LEADER: I do flot contend that I
know anything about repairing or building
wharves, nor do I rise ýte take issue particu-
larly wit'h the hon. meniber for Vancouver
Centre (Mr. Stevens). But I should like te
say a word in support of day labeur under
certain ronditions and in certain circumstances.
I have had a little experience in municipal
work on a verv small scale and have found
that it was better donc by day labour in many
cases. Because there is an old tradition that
parliament mnust caîl for tenders for any work
costing over $5,000 seems te me no reason
why we should retain it if it is net a proper
way te expend public money. As an instance,
1 rnight cite a local condition in my riding
where we repaired the dykes on the Assiniboine
iver. The estimate of the department was

iorty cents a yard for this work, but the gev-
ernment did it by day labour and I believe
the job was well done for at least haîf that

[Mr. Stevm.l]

estimate. I should like te take this occasion
te say that under certain circumstances 1
believe it is a proper course te follow te per-
f orm this work hy day labour.

Item agreed te.

South Rustice (Oyster bed bridge)-Wharf recon-
struction, $2,500.

Mr. MURDOCK: I meve that this item
ha struck out.

Mr' MEIGHEN: I welcorne the support of
the Minia3ter of Labeur. I arn glad there is a
check on the minister front soe quarter any-
way.

Mr. GRAHAM: Is anybody going to retard
ffhis motion?

Motion agreed te.

Tignish harbour-R'epai-s to breakwatersî, $7,400.

Mr. DOUCET: How is it that there was
an item of $2,700 last year for repairs and
this year an item of $7,400 for repaire?

Mr. STEVENS: Is this the extra because
cf day labour?

Mr. KING (Kootanay) : Sorne two thou-
sand dollars odd were expended last year on
urgent repairs, and a further sumn is required
this year te repair the north breakwatar, con-
sisting cf renewal of flooring, stringers and
covaring, aIse strengthening channel face with
piling. It will also bc necessary to rabuild the
top portion of the south breakwater a length
of a hundred feet. The damage that is te
be repaired this year was caused by the
storm of last October.

Mr. LEWIS: Is this to be done by con-
tract?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): No, by day labeur.
I tried te make clear to the cemmittee a few
mnoments ago that on an item like this more
than two-thirds of the expenditure will be
for materials which will ba obtainad by cem-
petitive bids. The suggestion that the de-
I)artment are adýopting new methods is not
right, or at least I amn se advisad by my
officiais. The policy that is being carried on
to-day is the policy that bas been carried
on for years in this department. A large por-
tion of the expenditure is for lumber in one
form or another, and competitive bide are
asked for in connection with that material.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: How are the cempetitive
bids asked for? Who supplies the names?
The secretary of the Liberal Association?

,Mr. KIN . (Kootenay): No, I think net.
The specifications are sent by the engineer


