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mienîibrs et Ceuincil wbn1 woul thlini: I iras
ever pauctilieus lu declining te pursue that
course, and I iras glad afterwards that I
bl mentioned it !l the errespondence. ho-
cause there are miauy warmi personal friends
0o1 tue gerernilent sie vhe. l)etween tOe
lime tuaI my resignatien w-as kunîvu and
file timie Ibat tbe explaînîtions w-c nmade,
tiare criticised mie hecause 1 lîad ont pur-
sued thial very samne course. I say. tiiere-
fore. that I very glailly avail miyseit cf the

present opportnnity te mnake that malter
straigbit.

The rigbt beol. gentleman bas laid befere
parliamienl and liefere the country a state-
mient of tbe reasons wby lie bas presented
this men,;sur-e te tbe leuse. and tbe defence
eftibat mnensure. I-le bas given us 10 under-
stand Iliat Ibis sebeme is a sceee
cierisi c for tbe purpose of securing
for tOe peeple et Canada a great
transcontiniental railway wtidh li wl af-
tord lu the people cf the east and west
tue siiortest ami ebeapest route fer tbe car-
fa ge ef tiil traHtie. And at tlîe saine
tile. 8110 lin te saine coîinectioa. nîy rîglît
lîon. frîeili. w iCi a gccd leal cf seif-satis-
tacîjui 1 ani suire, and withi apparently
:iucb prile. told us tbat Ibis great prejeet
w as te bo a grand national ill Canaidiani
1111e. tIf su clîi apclicy w-ell OieIl a nd
Mveil cen1sîd(ýeci !l ail its l)earings, and so
stuicid tbat a just conîclusion ceulci 0ie reaci-
ed tuaI it iras a preper anid necessary vver-k
lu thc interest et Cauîada, if suclu a pue-
jeet suîrreuuîîdcd by tlîese conditionus irere
prepseîutcd te parlia îîîeut. tbeîî ene îîîiglit
mi eh bc gînO tuaI sueli a renture sloculd bc
eîîtcred uipc" by tlue gorerimeit cf Illue
connitry, :andc it îîatnrally w-culd excite al
x-ery pueft deal cf entbusiasm anïiong tue
people of ail sbiades cf polieis.

J ti)llowed thc riglit bion. the Primeî Minils
ter !ix the stateinent w-bich lie made w'itli
the 0iosest initerest :and it is ely fair te
the riglît lioun. genîtlenman te saiy tlat if tOe
grace cf eloquexîce. if t0e Ounest ami cheicest
languaige, if cequeuce ceupled as I knew
it w-:us \iili tbe siiacerest convictionl Ilît
the nieasure iras a preper and judicieus cone:
If these tliîîgs could bave earried coniviction
le thc îîîindsÎ, cf mieml)ers cf parliameiit.
tiien i sav Ibat menîbers cf parliamneat andl
the country geuuerally w-onld ]lare been laui
pressed by tlue Prine M-Ninister's presentatixu
efth1e case. But, Sir, speaking fou mi self
anîd fer myseif alone. w-bile I w-as impresszed
witîx he singuia r a bility eft lbe u'igli t boa1.
geaitiemai a. ami wiîile I feit thaI il 11:1(
been sald tir lim that ceuld bc sa bYi
anybody, aînd uchi more Ilînui eoxîlli av e
b)eeni said by any one else witb t0e saulije
effeet :yeî. I stili feit myscîf ab1soluitel '
ancI entiuely unicenviaced. and I stili feit that
the ob jectieons w'biclî existedl !l i « in xxii

in-aîst tlîis nîcasuire alaînost !l ilseîl, l

lînO nI lîcen remcred excopt but in a i-cry
sma,,ll degree.

Seawe lien. N'\IPEIIS. ilear. lîeair.
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lien. Mr. BLAIR. The gorerument efthIîs
country, realiziîîg the euîorlflols magnitude
et Ibis nîeasure ;realiziiig that it is peu-
laps a incasure witbeul parallel l tle bis-
tory efthis country ;realizing Ibat nio ques-
lieu se memienlous la its nature, and ln-
relviuig sîcli large respoasibiliîles eu the
conntry biaH ever been pueseutcd te parila-
ment since tbe eonfederatiii efthfli pro-
rinces et British North Amnerica ;realiziug
aise Ilial lOis decision aîid detcrmniiatioui te
carry tlis l)roee tbrcugb), if it ceuild Oit car-
îied tbreugli ibis parlaînent, anîd if tlîe as-
sent efth1e countlry ceuld be securcd fer it:
realizing ail Ibis, my riglit lieu. friend rcry
iafnrally felt tibat the people cf thle conu-

tuy w-oulH expeet Ibat seme satistactery ex-
llanatien slîeuld 0e furuisbed, as te w-iîy,
w-,itni sucli unuiisual and suclî îinexamî)fledl
haste a miensure efthIis magnitude and tis
eba'tiu!cter lîaH.i leen pressedl uipcî Ilhe..
My riglt bon. friend, realized Ibis als any
oi vvifx the sanie respensîbilities and oc-
euipyiîîg the saine pesificon weuild liav-e real-
ized il, and tberefcue. me observe IUnt tOc
very first feaiture efthIis wrlîle questioun te
wbich the Prime -Minister dIiî'ected bis at-
tention, iras te repel if possible tbe cbarge,
or te axîswer if possilie the accusation will
-iiust hîare entered int file mmid cf alniosl
ci euybedy frcm eîîc part cf Cania da te the
iý,tlŽnr, tbat tlîis quxestion liî:î becîi spflli1
vvith undtîue baste anti vithcut duc Heliber-
aioeu. T ucii t lien. gelimaîl uaider-
tock an answ-er te that phase eft he case.
and I will give the Ileuse lu ls ewa iverds
10e auîsw or w-bld lie gave. Lt mie tell the
Ileuse lu tlîe first place, lîcirci orw-bat
tlue righit heu. gentlemran dlid net say
l expiantio cf lîls ceurse. lie liii not

<leur that Ibere hadl net l)eon doliberaticu;
Uciei net affirîm tuaI t0e gerernmexît cf tlîe
îcuaiitry iîad ai-ailed lîscîf et ail proper
sour ces et infermaticn. and lîaid îraifed îu-

tii hlier lîad exbauistedl ail tue mnas la
tlîeiui p~ower te ascertaiii vhal lime eeîîciitieus
ireo iî flue i-arieis pertions efthle irnîxu-
try- %w-hii thus rend m;is te trav-erse; liîe
<hOd not tell us t0e need wrhich hail arisen for
us te junlp beadloig imite a sceeme efth(is
klnd ;lie HiHd nI tell lis 5 irxt ho( Oiai
summnoned te bis assistance t0e îîiscst
reunsels whlch the country eouldl af-
ford 0 le titi not tll Us Ilînt lie lîaîi scuzlbt
tlîe asita o f experts lu culer fo kîîem
w-bat the tratfic ceonditions w-eue mhili irculd

îua ko tlîis ra ilway ilesirable : lîe (11(l uuct
eve Cl lretend 10 tell us baut 0ie lîaci demie
tiiese thixîgs but, Sir, I irili qucle lus c-ia
lanziuaze as te irOnit hoi did say. te repel
irbal w-as alînost a self-accuatiton. To
riglît lion. gentieman sald:

Exýceptin bas been takea te the immediare
aeee Uv c f budin g such a rond, exeption
bis heexu akeal te the poliey which w-e have fo
sommepýt foc, the irmediate constcuctioni cf soeh
a cei itu)ut as te the idoa itself I hîave ueî-ýc
hielird a w-ord et Opposition, aor dIo t helievn
(ha' sc a- woircd iiill Oc hei-rd iu tOe dehite.
The firet cf uhese objeeticais, (Oit Ns te tb'- jim-
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