
3137 [APRIL 5, 1898] 3138

culties prevailed. and that we were resolved ment may be mistaken, and recognizing the obli-
to go forward with the firm conviction that gations we may owe as part of the Empire, we
even though the views we held could not intend for the present to take the view that
be sustained by Her Majesty's Governnent, inasmuch as we offer these conditions to other
the outcome of the whole matter would be nations, if they do not see fit to accept them,
to present the Belgian an German treaties atheresponsibility rests upon them and not upon

to pe-snt te Blgia an Geran reatesiCanada.in a new light and one which was likely to From these passages, Mr. Speaker, it willbring about good results. Speaking at the
time w lien I ivas asking the adoption,«f this be seen that from the beginning we recog-

time wa skinghe the adoptioan ofthisnized the debatable character of the sub-new poicy, I used the following language: ject, and the doubts and difficulties which
Now, I shall not undertake to pass ahy judg- were before us ; and we went forward, not

ment upon this very important question of the with the assurance that the views which
most-favoured-nation clauses of these Imperial we had advanced would in all respects pre-
treaties. It is an international question, and It vail, but that even if our interpretation ofis well that we should reserve our final judg-
ment upon it. We recognize that It is a ques- . .
tion upon which we shall ultimately have to place the question before the publie in such
consult with Her Majesty's GoVernment, and I a manner as would show most effectually
need not say that any view that may be taken the objectionable cha.racter of the Belgian
by Her Majesty's Government wIll be considered and Gernan treaties.
by the Governnent of Canada with the respect True. Sir, the hon. leader of the Opposition
that is due to any representation that might said from the beginning that there was no
be made upon any subject, but above all, on the ground whatever for our contention, and
question of an international character. I say1 tat no ood c od om r o mnor a n
that it does not seem fair and reasonable that . .no goodjcoul core froîn our action.
we should be obliged, while we are offering cer- But .better authorities than he tditted
tain terms not to Great Britain only, but to all that the grounds we had taken deianled
countries which will place themselves in the grave consideraation. A great organ of
same position-it does not seem to be fair and British opinion. usually well informed in
reasonable that we should be obliged to extend Imperial and colonial matters. the London
the privileges of this schedule, which we caI " Thes," emphatically declared thiat it was
a reciprocal tariff, to nations which are not will- doubtful whether these treaties applied toing to do anything in return.

I adrmit there nay be diffieulties in the way. Fuch a case as was created by the action of
It may be possible that the view we take of this Canada. ler Majesty's Ministers in London
matter is not the correct view, but we say it is deenied the position taken by our Govern-
only fair and reasonable In the interests of Can- ment so important that they reserved their
ada, in the interests of fair trade between our- judgment until the question could be fully
selves and Great Britain, that we should to-day arue before the law oficers of te Crown.
take the position that the favoured-nation clauses Our views were presented to ier Ma-
do not apply ; jesty's Ministers and to the law officers

I regret that I have mislaid for the mo- and to the British public by my hon.. friends
ment the page on which I have extended the the Prime Minister and the Minister of Ma-
balance of the sentence. rine and Ftsheries. assisted in the legal

M.r. DAVIN. It is as follows :-arguet by lion. Edward Blake. Sir, what
was the result ? The Imperial authorities

-and that this resolution, which I put upon the held that inder the treaties in question
Table of the House, will only extend to such ,ernany and Belgium were entitled to re-
countries as are prepared to give admission to :ive in the British colonies the same tariff
our products under fair terms. conditions as were available to Great Bri-

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Perhaps tain.
the hon. gentleman will proceed with the Well, Sir, if the matter had ended there,
readiiig, because it is very good sense. if that were the whole story, undoubtedly

Mr. DAVIN. Sir Charles Tupper then my hon. frIends opposite would be in a posi-
said- tion to tell us that our pollcy had borne no

good fruit. But we all know that the mat-
Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh. ter did not end there. While these negotia-
The MINISTER OF PINANCE. At that tions were going on, while arguments were

stage of the discussion the leader of the Op-'; being heard before the law officers of the
position exchanged a few words with me in Crown in England, as to the position of
which he took the ground that the treaty Canada under these treaties, a great publie
in express terms stood in our way. I con- opinion was being created in the United
tinue the quotation: Kingdom and throughout the Empire which

became a potent factor in settling this ques-
The MINISTER OF FINANCE. Even If it tion. For the first time the people of Eng-does, the world moveÉ, and possibly the step wa land were made to fully understand whatare taking to-night nay have the effect-and these treaties meant, and how the stood as

that may be one of the advantages of It-of a aIeretee nt and Uea
drawing the attention of Her Majesty's Govern- a barrer between the mother country and her
ment and of tUe English public to the position icolonies. Publie men in this country had
of those treaties, -and 'thus opening up tUe ques- been talking of preferential tradle for years,
tion. Meantime, Sir, recognizing the difficul- but they hiad never got beyond the stage of
ties, recognizing the possibilities that our judg- ta11dng. 'If we had followed on the same
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