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butad towards the construction of railways and the
extent to which other sections have heen benefited
by the expenditure for the construction of Domin- |
iou lines, or by sums of money granted to bonus -
competing lines. or lines enterving into new terri- |
tory. | have no desire to detain the House with
further remarks at this stage, hut I intend before
the cluse of the session to bring the whole question
hetore the House by resolution.

Mr. BOWELL. The hon. gentieman will find
mest of the information asked for in this motion in
the railway statistics and in the report of the!
Minister of that department, but I have no doubt
that he desires to have a compilation of the whole
as i matter of easy reference. I think a moment’s |
reflection will show the hon. gentleman thav it will
tike some time before it ¢an bhe prepared in the
complete state in which he requires it Take, for;
instance, the seventh paragraph of the motion in*
which he asks ** for the entire cost of each line
built in each provinee including the equipment.™ |
It would be somewhat dithicult, I think, to give the:
information required by that paragraph, because,
if I understand it aright, it applies to all the rail-
wavs which have been built in each provinee in
the Dominion since Confederation, whether by :
private parties, or by the Dominion, or the Provin: !
cial Governments.  The hon. gentleman shakes his
head as if T do not read it aright.  If Tamin error
as to his meaning L think it would be well that the |
paragraph should be more explicit in order that the |
Railway Departinent. when they set their clerks at
work to prepare the return, should know precisely
what the hen. gentleman wants. The paragraph:
does nor say. you will observe, that it refers to
roaeds  built by the Dominion or by provin-
cial or other aid, but it makes a bald renuest’

for the entire cost of  cach line built in
cach province. including the equipment. 1 willl

iso call the attention of the hon. gentieman to the
tirst paragraph of the wmotion in which he makes an
exception to the Canadian Pacitic Railway main |
line and the ** Soo ™ Branch. I do not know why
the hon gentleman has added the ** Soo ™ Branch,
heciuse it implies that Government aid of some Kind
has been given to that rowd. I believe the House
is awwre that the Doninion Govermment has!
neverextended any aid to the ¢ Sop ™ Brauch which |
was huilt entively out of the resources of the Cana-
dizann Pacitic Railway.

If [ might be permitted 1:
would suggest the propriety of striking out the !
words *the Soo Branch ™ in that paragraph, for |
I de novsuppose the hon, gentleman wishes to have |
thie motion pass in such o manner as would imply
that aid has been given to a road whieh has received
no aid, . As far as-the information can be obtained :
Ly the departmient it will be prepared and brought |
down as carly as possible.

Mec MeMULLEN.D My reason for leaving out |
the main lines of the Canadian Pacitic Railway and |
the Intereolonial Railway was this: The Dominion |
was supposed to be committed to the construction |
of thase lines. The Intercoloninl Railway is looked

[COMMONS]

" paragraph. :
Cwill consent that it should read ¢ the entire cost of

: Dowminion. ™
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these lines was spent in accordance with the under-
standing that the Government had to carry out.

Mr. BOWELL. The hon. gentleman will un-
derstand thay [ only made objection to the ** Noo ™
line heing included.

Mr. McMULLEN. I was not aware that no
aid was given to the *Soo ™ line, and I am quite
willing that that should he dropped out of the
Asx regards the seventh paragraph, I

cich line buile or assisted in each province by the
That was my object in asking for the
return, and I am quite willing that it should be
contfined to those lines assisted by the Dominion.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I think it is very desirable

- that we should get the information as fully as pos-

sible, which is asked for by the member for North
Wellingtom (Mr. MeMullen). 1 was one of those
who attended the deputation which waited on the
First Minister some time ago in reference to the re-.
fund of these bonuses.  Thedifticulty complained of
hy the First Minister at that time was just the dif-

_ticulty which is sought to be removed by the retun
fasked for in this resolution, for noné of those gen-
“tlemen who spoke on that oceasion were able tolay

clearly before the First Minister the various places
in which Dominion aid had been granted.  This re-
turn now asked for, if made out fully and thor-
oughly, will enible the Government to see whether
all these people who usk for a refund have a clear
and a distinet right to receive it. It will at once
settle that question and remove that objection.
Certainly it did appear to me, as it appeared to the
member for North Wellington (Mr. MceMullen),

! that there were gentlemen attending that deputa-
" tion who could scarcely expect any refund for their

localities as they had already had public money ex-
pended in them and it would be impossible for them
to get a refuned.  In fact it did appear to e that
the deputstion was so unwicldly, embracing so many
and widely different interests, and involving such a
arge outlay of public money, that the Government
could not entertain their proposals.  Instead of there
heing a sincere desire to secure tothese localitiesthat
hiad w right to the refund, that had reasonable grounds
to expect the refund, and from the assurance given
by the First Minister last session that their claims
would be considered, the unwieldly character of the

{deputation would have a tendency to prevent these

localitics which had a right to expect it. getting
On that ground Iregretted the composition
of the deputation, because I know, and T think the
members of the Govermnent know, that there are

i some counties which have never received any pub-

lic money, and which have heen paying all along to
enterprises which have heen assisted by the Govern-
ment in other localities. It ix on behalf of these
countics that we want to get the clearest and most

¢ distinct information that it is possible for the Gov-
erunient to give, so that there will be no invidious

distinction made, and so that there will be no
counties or localitics coming to the Government
asking for aid unless they are entitied to it Itis
only through the fullest and most ample knowledge
which we can obtain from the Government that

i
upon as a necessity and so is the Canadian Pacitic |

Railway. It was undoubtedly understood at Con- i we will be able, and that the CGovernment
federation thav the Intercoloniul Railway should jitself  will be able to arrive at a decision

Le built, and it is understood also that the Domi-las to the justice of the claims put forward.
nion should consgruet the Canadian Pacific Railway. | The county from which I come has a perfect right

Conscquently I cousider that the money spent on | to a refund of some portion of the railway bonuses
Mr. McMuLLEN.



