
1882. COMMONS DEBATES. 1003
arrived when the A4ministration, able to anticipate and survey the are going to ask the country to approve of that which the
principal parts and the general character of the work whiclh awaits it, country, if they disapproved of it, have not the power to
bas been called or to consider whether it would reasonably undertake
such work without a fresh access of strength and to frame its advice to reverse. The hon. gentleman referred to the resolution
ler Majesty accordingly. which I submitted last year, and upon which we took the

S The question whether Ministers ought te retaia or to abandon officeoun.se that the
shnuld be decided by a General Election, with the opportunity which it opinienef the louse. The hon, gentleman S .
affords for broad declarations of policy and issues truly national, and twelve months have falsified the statement set out in that
cannot be satisfactorily solved by isolated contests, of whieh the issue resolution; there is one statement I admit,this resolution so
is in a greater degree dependent on close discipline an: fiaished and far as facts are concerned, is wrong in stating. It states:
concentrated organization.

"'For a state of things thus full and casual, we desira to pass to 1' That no line of railway shall be authorized by the Dominion Par-
one in which the nation will have had full opportunity of expres4,g liament or by any new Province to be constructed south of the Canadian
will and choice as between the political parties, The Government of the Pacifie Railway from any point at or near that railway except such as
day whatever it is, will be armed with its just means of anthority both shall run southwards, &c.'"
within and without the Legislature. The Opposition will enjoy the
power, and doubtless will not shrink from the duty of taking offico. The We have found by wiat has since happened that the
iouse of Commons will be reinstated in full possession of Constitu- ex.ception of monopoly in that resolution was a mist&ke, and
tional authority, an:I when it sball see cause to withdraw its confidence
from an Administration, it will not leave the Sovereign without resource." that the Goverrnent has disallowed charters granted by

stc the LegNisiature of MNanitoba, within their constitutienal
Those opinions expressed by three distinguished statesmen deain gil o apntba, pitiwa th i stitutoa
who have been Prime Ministers of England for many years, doemain.t ma1 y say upon that point I was misled by the
are sufficient te show what the constitutional doctrine is. sa his speech.He ig
If the Administration finds it is so weakened that it i in h. e said
unable to carry out its policy, and it has important We know perfectiy welt that it wouid require ail the exertion and

and elives ue ounry wll ustan i onail the skiil and ail the management of the country to make the easternmensures to carry, and believes th country will sustain it o and western sections of this road fuly compensate the and fairy
an appeal to the people, it is entit!ed to advise the Crown te compensate them for their responsibdity and for the expenditure during
dissolve. If, however, it is a mere question of Administra- these ten years. lu order to give tbem a chance, we have provided that
tion, and the opposite party are strong enough to carry on the Dominion Parliament-mind you, the Dominion Parliament;
the Governmnt, it has no right to advise a dissolution not check Otario, we anot check Manitoba -sha, for the firstthe eveu met, t las n rilitte :dvie î disoluion ten years after the construction of the roal, give their own road into
but if some great and important national question has which they are putting s0 much money and so mach land a fair chance
arisen since the last election, and the Government are of existence."
desirous to obtain the opinion of the country upon it, then The right hen. gentleman therefore toM the fouse as
they can dissolve, as, for instance, in such a case as that of explieitly as he could, that he had ne power te disallew an
the contract with the Syndicate last year, which we asked Actcf the Legisiature cf Ontario, or of the Legisiature ef
to be subnitted to the country, but which hon. gentlemen Manitoba on this subjeet. Xhat did the lon. gentleman
refused to consult the country upon. I say it is perfectly mean by that declaration? It was perfectly ebvious liedid
clear from those statements that those hon.gentlemen would net mean us te believe he was geing te exercise the veto
be abusing their constitutional prerogative. if this year they power and disallow Aets cf the Manitoba Legisiature
were to advise a dissolution of Parliament; but I relating te Bailways within thit Province. I say it
do not think that that will be any reason for is obvieus be did net mean us te understand that ho
believing that such advice will not be given. At was geing te advise the exercise of the power -f
every step these hon. gentlemen are prepared to vio- disailowance in the interest cf this Railway Syndicate.
late the principles of the Constitution, as in more than one He teîd us distinctly, ard as explicitly as could
instance they have violated it in reference to this particular be teld, that, this Bili was eue with wbich the Crown bad
measure. It is perfectly true that the hon. member for ne right te interfère. Ho las changed lis view with
Lambton, in 1871, advised a dissolution, but the Parliament regard te the constitutional supervision cf this Government
which he advised the Crown to dissolve was not one elected over the Provincial Legisiatures since we met here last year.
under his auspices, with the view of carrying out the Then I find that the hou. membar for Caîdweli made a
policy he was prepared to submit to the country and upon similar statemeut. He said:
which he asked the opinion cf the country.IlBut wc are toli uow that because ofthefifteenmilesthere neyer eau

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The elections of 1878 were be any other railway into this country. To what docs ths apply?
Simpiy to the territories over which the Dominion Parliament hi*s controt.

not carried under our auspices. There is nothing te prevent Manitoba now, if it biaks proper, granting
a charter for a railway from Winnipeg te the boandary line. At this

Mr. MILLS. More than that the advice to the Crown very moment there is a Company in course of organization ta bud a
for dissolution was proper at that period. We had a state- railway from Winnipeg te West [ynu, on the boundary. And afLer

meutcf ditinuisied ersn i ths cuntr, tat ie im.this agreement le ratifled, thia provision does net take away frem Mani-Menttoa a single riglt it posseses; in fact, tais Parliament could net take
self had carried the elections of twenty-seven members from away those rights. It bas the saie rights as the other Provinces for the
the Province of Quebee, who were elected through corrupt incorporation of railway companies within the houndary cf the Province

itself, and there is nething te prevent the Province of Manitoba fromMeans, for the purpose of giving effect to his wishes and pro-ce
tecting his intcrests. I hold that the facts of that declaration any seathera railway. The only guarautce which this Company has
left no other course open to the Government than to recom- under the contract is that their traffie shah net be tapped far west iu
iend the Crown to dissolve Parliament. But the hon. thcthe prairie section, thus divertiug the traffie away from the lne1 butf mlers is nothing te prevent a railway being hut in Manitoba, wîthin
Minister of Railways tells us that we are going to consult t,'Mtnstr ai was els s hatwear gin tecosut heProvince, that would carry the traffic te any railway that ma> tac 1:
the country to ask it to approve what the Government have frora the American ide. That is the position with respect to this
done with reference to the Canadian Pacific Railway-tomatter."
approve the Syndicate contract, with all the incidents con- Now, Sir, that speech was made after the speech of the
nected with it, and all the consequences which must riglt lon. gentleman, and ne donlt the hon. member
necessarily flow from it. That is the statement of the hon. for Cardwelibased bis contention upon the explicit and
the Minister. Last year, these hon. gentlemen were unwilling emplatie statement made hy the First Minister. We see
to consult the people, they did not believe the people were that the hon. gentleman did this from the statement brought
competent judges ; they had no confidence in the intelli- dewn te Parliament, fromnthc communication made by the
gent opinion of the electors of this country. But after they Syndicate te the Administrationand
have carried their measure,after the mischief has been done, that the Administration las acted upon the assumption that
after it is impossible that what was done can be undone, they eontractcd beforehand with the Syndicate te exorcise
those gentleman are going te, consuit the country. Tley the power f disallowanemearbitrarily antr h akn un onstetu.


