3 The Prosecutor may seek a ruling from the Court regarding a question of
jurisdiction or admissibility. 'In proceedings with respect to jurisdiction or
admissibility, those who have referred the situation under article 13, as well
as victims, may also submit observations to the Court.

4. The admissibility of a case or the jurisdiction of the Court may be
challenged only once by any person or State referred to in paragraph 2. The
challenge shall take place prior to or at the commencement of the trial. 1In
exceptional circumstances, the Court may grant leave for a challenge to be
brought more than once or at a time later than the commencement of the trial.
Challenges to the admissibility of a case, at the commencement of a trial, or
subsequently with the leave of the Court, may be based only on article 17,
paragraph 1 (c).

5. A State referred to in paragraph 2 (b) and (c) shall make a challenge at
the earliest opportunity.

6. Prior to the confirmation of the charges, challenges to the
admissibility of a case or challenges to the jurisdiction of the Court shall
be referred to the Pre-Trial Chamber. After confirmation of the charges, they
shall be referred to the Trial Chamber. Decisions with respect to
jurisdiction or admissibility may be appealed to the Appeals Chamber in
accordance with article 82.

e If a challenge is made by a State referred to in paragraph 2 (b) or (c),
the Prosecutor shall suspend the investigation until such time as the Court
makes a determination in accordance with article 17.

8. Pending a ruling by the Court, the Prosecutor may seek authority from
the Court:

(a) To pursue necessary investigative steps of the kind referred to in
article 18, paragraph 6;

(b) To take a statement or testimony from a witness or complete the
collection and examination of evidence which had begun prior to the making of
the challenge; and

(¢) In cooperation with the relevant States, to prevent the absconding
of persons in respect of whom the Prosecutor has already requested a warrant
of arrest under article 58.



