
Faithful to the tradition of modem constitutionalism, the new constitutions of the states of Centraland South Eastern Europe have invariably incorporated the principle of rule of law as one of thebasic tenets. This principle, derived in different constitutional and normative ways, contains a fewkey elements that represent its positive-Iaw concretisation ini the aforementioned constitutions.
These are:

- Constitutional guarantees for basic rights and freedoms, which as a rule entails their directconstitutional. implementation and a developed system. of court protection;

- Separation of power into legisiative, executîve and judicial, and its constitutional distribution tocorresponding state institutions, with different constitutional solutions ini ternis of checks and
balances;

- Independent judiciary as a guarantor of implementation of the former as well as the latter
element;

- The constitution and law as the sole founidation and limitation of the activity of ail state
institutions.

Having integrated the principle of rule of law i their respective constitutions, the states ofCentral and South Eastern Europe have committed themselves to two basic political goals:1) a historic break with the old (communist) system, which implies substantial constitutional


