
and vocational. training as integral components of emergency
relief operations, especially for adolescents.

I other words, Professor Hampson stated i her
conclusion, it is important to identify precisely what the
Committee on the Rights of the Child can do, and to ensure
that these functions are mndeed carried out. The various
instruments of international humanitarian and human rights
law should be regarded as tools performing different tasks.
To cover the full range of taslcs necessary for the
preservation of children's rights, protection and welfare in
armed confiict, it is necessary to identify ail the relevant
tools, and make sure that ail agencies are aware of the tools,
tasks and remit of other bodies. Unrealistice ýpectations of
what it is possible to achieve using the CRC are obstacles to
the fulfilment of children's rights.

M gonitoring the implementation of the Optional
zVJrtocol: Testimony ofRory Mungoven, Programme

Co-ordinator, Coalition to Stop the Use of Cid Soldiers
Rory Mungoven began by commenting that, from previous
testimony, the Tribunal would have developed, good under-
standing of the scope of the child soldiers problem - an
estimated 300,000 children under 18 engaged in combat in
more than 30 countries of the world, a figure that would be
even higher if legal and illegal recruitmnent into peacetimne
armies were taken into account. Mr. Mungoven stated that
his evidence would provide supplementary observations on
some of the conceptual and methodological challenges of
implementation:

" This is a global problem. While media attention bas
focussed on Africa, no region is exempt.

* This is flot just a problemn of rebel groups. The Coalition
to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers estimates that most
child soldiers are actually in government armed forces,
although most of the very youngest are in armed groups.
However, this is without taking into account para-
military forces, militias and civil defence uits. The
British Army continues to recruit large numbers of 16
and 17 year-olcls and deploy 17-year olds into combat.
Seventeen-year-old soldiers fought in the Falklands and
Gulf wars as well as in Kosovo - and a surprising
number have been killed, both i training and active
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