
qualitative rise in the level ofjudîcial involvement in Canadian decision making ini several policy

areas inc1uding the çnvironment. This bigli level ofjudicial involvement la strong support for a

major expansion of féderaljurisdiction over environmental protection. Whether Ottawa has the

political will to pursue such an aggrandizement of ils authority at the expense of the provinces is

auother matter altqgether.

Beginingin the. late 1980s environental politics changed in Cana4a--they becamne

juiilzd Judicial decisions "created new opportunities for increasingly sophisticated

envionmetalgroups to use the. court system to lobby governments on environmentally related

ecnoi developmets "(SIkogtad and Kopas 1992, 51). 1he courts filled a govemmental void.

Political ae, cab net n parliameuts showed littie interest in the agnaof such groups

(Giibbisad e 193 20-21). The. Surm Court comdt heeansfEN s

niot only by relxn theruof staning but asby awriglawes fées tothen'ion the

thus ha conribted o istittioal hang inCanaa, ith he udi iuoerging as an

ability of the courts inCaniaato play suchaindpnetadowru l ithevrnmt
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