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17. The aspirations of the younger generation for a better world, in
which human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully implemented, must
be given the highest encouragement. It is imperative that youth participate in

shaping the future of mankind;

18. While recent scientiGediscoveries and technological advances have
opened vast prospects for economic, social and cultural progress, such devel-
opments may nevertheless endanger the rights and freedoms of individuals
and will require continuing attention;

19. Disarmament would release immense human and material re-

sources now devoted to military purposes. These resources should be used for
the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms. General and
complete disarmament is one of the highest aspirations of all peoples;

Therefore,

./erence on Human Righ/s,The International Con

1. Affirming its faith in the principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other international instruments in this field,

2. Urges all peoples and governments to dedicate themselves to the
principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to
redouble their efforts to provide for all human beings a life consonant with

freedom and dignity and conducive to physical, mental, social and spiritual

welfare.

C. THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION

6. Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples
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The General Assembly.

Mindful of the determination proclaimed by the peoples of the world in
the Charter of the United Nations to reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of
men and women and of nations large and small and to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and
well-being and peaceful and friendly relations based on respect for the prin-
ciples of equal rights and self-determination of all peoples, and of universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.

Recognizing the passionate yearning for freedom in all dependent peo-
ples and the decisive role of such peoples in the attainment of their indepen-
dence,

Aware of the increasing conflicts resulting from the denial of or impedi-
ments in the way of the freedom of such peoples, which constitute a serious
threat to world peace;

Considering the important role of the United Nations in assisting the
movement for independence in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Recognizing that the peoples of the world ardently desire the end of
colonialism in all its manifestations,

Convinced that the continued existence of colonialism prevents the
development of international economic co-operation, impedes the social,
cultural and economic development of dependent peoples and militates
against the United Nations ideal of universal peace,

Affirming that peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their
natural wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out


