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for the sovereign right of a State to establish its own economic, social and ¢
political system without undergoing political and economic pressures or coercion o
any type.

Paragragﬁ 252

There exists a relationship between the world economic situation, development
and the stengthening of international peace and security, disarmament and the
relaxation of international tension. All efforts should be made to reduce global
expenditures on armaments and to reach an agreement on the internationally agreed
disarmament goals in order to prevent the waste of immense material and human
resources, some part of which might otherwise be used for development, especially
of the developing countries, as well as for the improvement of standards of 1?ving
and well-being of people in each country. In this context, particular attention
should be given to the advancement of women, including to the participation of
women in the promotion of international peace and co-operation and the protection
of mothers and children who represent a disproportionate share of the most .
vulnerable group, the poorest of the poor. ’ -

Paragraph 253

Women's equal role in decision-making with respect to peace and related issues
should be seen as one of their basic human rights and as such should be enhanced
and encouraged at the national, regional and international levels. 1In accordance
with the Convention on the Elimination of All Porms of Discrimination against
Women, all existing impediments to the achievement by women of equality with men
should be removed. To this end, efforts should be intensified at all levels to
overcome prejudices, stereotyped thinking, denial to women of career prospects and
appropriate educational possibilities, and resistance by decision-makers to the
changes that are necessary to enable equal participation of women with men in the
international and diplomatic service.

Paragra& 254

Mankind is confronted with a choice: to halt the arms race and proceed to
disarmament or face annihilation. The growing opposition of women to the danger of
war, especially a nuclear war, which will lead to a nuclear holocaust, and their
support for disarmament must be respected. States should be encouraged to ensure
unhindered flow and access to information, including to women, with regard to
various aspects of disarmament to avoid dissemination of false and tendentious
information concerning armaments and to concentrate on the danger of the escalation
of the arms race and on the need for general and complete disarmament under
effective international control. The resources released as a result of disarmament
measures should be used to help promote the well-being of all peoples and improve
‘the economic and social conditions of the developing countries. Under such

conditions, States should pay increased attention to the urgent need to improve the
situation of women.

Paragraph 255

~ Peace education should be established for all members of society, particularly
children and young people. Values, such as tolerance, racial and sexual equality,

respect for and understanding of others, and good-neighbourliness should be
developed, promoted and strengthened.
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