
Canada is urging UN mem-
bers to consider more effec-
tive funding arrangements for
these monitoring bodies. It is,
for example, looking at ways
to increase funds for the
UN Working Group on Dis-
appeared Persons which
receives support from the
Canadian International Devel-
opment Agency (CIDA). This
working group was initiated
by Canada, and despite
tremendous obstacles it has
made remarkable progress in
addressing this abhorrent
crime against humanity.
Canada is also taking an
active role within the monitor-
ing bodies. For example, a
Canadian representative was
elected to the recently estab-
lished 10-member committee
on the application of the 1987
Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman
and Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.
The United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights is the
UN body specifically respon-
sible for the protection and
promotion of human rights.
One recent initiative of the
commission is the UN Volun-
tary Fund for Advisory Ser-
vices in the Field of Human
Rights. This fund, adminis-
tered by the UN Centre for
Human Rights, is designed
to promote human rights
through support for seminars,
workshops, and research and
provides expert advisors,
equipment and supplies for
qualified projects. Canada is
a strong supporter of this
initiative and was the first
country to contribute to the
fund.
After a four-year absence,
Canada was re-elected to the
Commission on Human Rights
for a three-year term begin-
ning in 1989. It is representec
by Ms. Raynell Andreychuck,
an expert on human rights,

Some Of the commitments
Canada was influential in
securing include respect for
the right to promote and pro-
tect human rights and moni-
tor performance without
facing discrimination or
punishment; religious free-
doms; minority rights; the
right to leave one's country
without penalty; the privacy
and integrity of postal and
telephone communications;
and freedom of information.
The document also provides
for a Conference on the
Human Dimension which will
meet once each year to
review performance and con-
sider new commitments. A
mechanism has been estab-
lished for governments to
exchange information and
consult bilaterally on difficult
cases and situations. These
measures will keep human
rights central on the CSCE
agenda. Canada will press for
full compliance by all par-
ticipating states with all the


